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BILINGUAL SCHOOLS,

To the Editor of The Globe: Belng one
of your subscribers, and a constant reader,
1 am greatly astonished to find & few writ.
ers on the above question, and one in par.
ticulur, who signs himself “An Ontarlo,
Citizen,” whose article appeared in your
issue of November & who Insinuate by
thelr expressions that the French-Canadlan
speuking population of Canada are to be
classed with such foreign elements as the
Gallcians, Russians, Poles, Iallans, Ger-
mans and Jews who migrate to Canada.

I might #ay to these misinformed writers
that had they but passed their entrance
examinations they would easlly have found
out In some of the primary books the
| origin of the French race in Canada. First
let us reason by facts according to our
own “Canadlan history,” by asking our-
aelves three stmple and distinct questions:
(1) Who first discovered Caunada, and to
what natiounlity did he belong? Any true
Canadian enn unswer that question with-
out the least hesitatlon.

(2) Whn_were the first settiers and col-
onizers of (anada, and to what natfonulity
aid they belong? The answer to this
questlon is too obvious to bLe here sect
Aown,

(3) Who are the direct descendunts of
these first settlers, whose settlement dates
Bback over three centurfes ago? And the
answer to this question {8 well known to
all, and stands fo faver of the French-
Canadian,

Now, ean it be andmlissibly or reasonably
asserted In spite of these couvicing facts,
that the French-Canadlan is to be clasal-
fled with the mauy foreigners who forwn
part of the population of our vast Domin-
ion? There is no more aimllarity of com-
parison than to compare the swhite to the
lLinck race.

Those few writers who contend with
Tenich wrongful arguments that the I'rench-
‘spenking race of Canada are on an equal
{ footing with the [forelyners above-men-
tioned, are they aware that the Governor-
General of Cauadn, our noble King's rep-
resentative, reads the address from the
throne at both opening and closing of Par.
tlament in both the English and Y¥rench
languages, not by courtesy to the French
vepresentntives of the Sennte or the House
of Commons, but because it is part of hie
duty to do so, ns both languages are offl-
telally recognized fn [Canada in the wsam(
manner a8 the English and Dutcb lan
uages have been granted officisl recogni:
tion In the new Bouth African dominion'®
A similar privilege and recognition wa:
ziven to the French-spenking race of Can
adn at the time of the cesslon of Cannd:
te England. Would anyope dnre to in
sinuate that the Boers are now foreigner
under the British Slag? It is therefore g
absurd and ridiculous to try and say tha
|ihe French-Canadiaus are forelgners; th
¥reoch-Cnundlans_are to Canada what th
maple tree is to Canada; they have grow
and lived in it long before any of thes
deluded writers can trace back thelr an
tecedents. .

Coming back to the bilingual school con
troversy, those who think that to he it
fed to one language 18 enough for thelr nd
| vancement, let them think and practise th
doctrine themselves. but there are other
who are ln faver of a greater accompllsl
ment by nequiring the knowledge of tw
or more languages, the possession of whic
wil prove moat assuredly no hindroace t
the betterment of their ndvancement eithe
in [Canada or elzewhere.

A Toronto Citizen.

Toronto, Nov. 17,
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