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f Restrictions on Immigration

In oan lllun'iinnting article on Canadian|

mmigration tn The London Evening Stand-
ard., Denis Crane says in part:-—

The revised regulations respecting im-
migration passed by the Cauadian Govern-
ment have by theif alleged severity caused
sjome misgiving in English minds, and in
certain quarters have even evoked protest.

It 15 naturally repugnant to the British.
»r that restriction should be placed on'the
free movement of ARny of his Majesty's sub.
jects from one pare of ihe Empire to -
other, and {t {8 perhaps equally natural,
should general restrictive neasures be
ghown to be necessary in regard to imml-

grapts, to contend that DBritish subjects :

should be exempt from such provisions. 1t
{4 well, however, while considering the
Englishman's rights, to remember also his
dutfes. or at least that primary one ol
conceding to an opposiug party what he
very properly 18 not slow to ctaim for him-
gell-—namely, failr play; and to recoguize
that the King's Canadian subjects have
rights and feelings calling for respect
equally with bis own. Some of these rights
wnd feelings tind expression in the new re-
ulntions, and before attacking them it is
obligatory upon us at least to try and un-
derstand them from the Canadlan polut of
view.

‘The mwaln provision to which exception
{s taken is that which requires every immi.
zrant. during the pertod trom March 1 to
October 31, to have In bis possession $20.
and from November 1 to the last day in
February $90, in addition to a railway
ticket or the price of one to his destination,
unless lie 1s going to assured cmployment
on a farm, or, in the case of n female im-
jigrant. to assured employment at dom-
eatic services.

This regulatlon, on first sight. not only
appears to run counter to our national
{deas of freedom, but alse, it 1s urged, ef-
fectunlly prevents many British working-
men from cmigrating to new fields of in-
dustey where they will find rellef trom the
dintressing condltions that afflict them at
hu’i{ll‘nlx‘\ Canadinn's answer is that no one
needs of his country hetrer
than himself. and that the regnlation fu
question hag been reluetantly adopted in
self-defence.  The lesson of 1907-08, wheu
the indux of fmmigrante--mauy of them
totally unnt for Canadinn lite was such
us to glut the labor market, and el vp
{u 0 new country, possessing neither Puor
Laws nor other machinery for the vellef of
(latress, evils which at lome It takes all
our resources to keep within bounds, has
peen  thovoughly fearned, and the Can-
dian- is determined that, come what may.
(hat experience shall not be repeated.

The nfter-effects of this invasion of the
nufit still ldoger. In certain parts of {he
Dominion, especlally among employers of
ungkilled labor, there exists a distinct
prejudice against the Eaglish  Inborer.
The present writer, fn the convse of an
oxtensive inguiry lute fmmigration con-
ditlons, more than once heard an oppon.

pon know the

ent in a Dhented dlspute dubbed, as a
crowning iusult, & sangulnary  Knglish-
mon.

Ask any well-informed Canadian the ren.
son of thia prefudice, and he will tell yoo
fhat, until the targe jmmlgration move.
ment of recent years, almost the only L.
tighmen with whom he «ame fn contarl
were the tourlst, the remlittance man and
the pauper. The tourlgt, never perhaps
in nny age or country a very tractable
person, hardly made It his busluess to
understand the Canadlon, while the ana-
dlan, proud of his country anmd full of its
prafzes, wus unduly sensitive to passiug
criticipin, with the restlt that relations De.
tween {he two rarely becpme cordinl, The
remittance mnan wns ipso facto a dead.
bend. Cust on big own resources be might

—
have proved a natlonal asset, Lut go long
as the remittance came he had no incen-
"tive to work, uand frequently became &
soclal pest. As to the pauper, he cama
not as one whose restless aund adventur-
ous &pirit drove him to conquer new ter-
ritory amd to pluck from the overflowing
tap of Fortune a conipetence for himseif
and his children, but ns one who had fall.
led at Yiome, and whom some charitatne
ageney had slifpped over as much for its
own rellef as for bis advancement. Other
; Engllshmen, of conrse, there were, of the
© best type, and some of Canadn’s grentest
industries are the fruit of their coming ;
bnt they were outnumbered by the less
' desfrable.
1t is only fair to say that as the dirent
result of the selective poliey pursued stuce
1907 the Canadian complaints as to the
! character of the immigeants te the Do-
“minfon, which fn ISU8 bade fafr fo com-
D pel n cessation of immigration effort by
the Governwent, have censed. There (s
now nothinz but praise for the immigrants,
and especinlly those from Great Britain, of
the pagt two yenrs, At fivst the Imposition
of the restrictlons had a notleenble effert
“in lessenlng the movement, bhut it rapidiy
, recovered, and this year the migration of
i British people to Canada i larger than
{ pver before. and at the same time s, from
{ {he Canadian standpoint, absolutely satfs.
| factory.
| In the light of experience, then, ls it
unreasonable that the Dominlon Govern-
i ment, understanding, as we at howe can-
not understand, the exact nature and
D duration of Canada’s indsntrial needs and
auxions to avold the soclat and other il
s0 widely exemplitied In Englund, insists
that those who enter the country shall Le
rensonably capable of standing its clima-
tie and labor tests, and possess the where-
withnl to maintain themselves and thelr
familiep until they shall have secured em-
plovment ? For 1t sbonld be borne in
mind that, although there iy during the
summer months a large demand for sklll-
ed and unskilled 1abor in the bullding
trade and for unskiiled Iabor {n ratlsvay
construction works during from three to
five months of winter these sources of em.
ployment are practically shut down. If,
therefore, a lahorer coming out in the
spring does not linmediately need his littie
reserve of dollars, be is likely enough io
need it tn the winter i only for the pure
chare of clothlng. -n somewhat expensive
artiele---warmer than he would need' at
home, .
Moreover, the Canadian may well ask @
If you have in England men so helpless
or [undesirable that you are prepared to
spend money to send them out to us, low
can you expect us to be willing to receive
them with open arms ? Admitting that
some of them, under the wider possibili-;
ties and freer llfe of our new country
may turn out well, i3 It fair to expect us
to support them If they «o not ? Yet all
we ask I8 that they shall come to ua
physleally fit aud porsessed of a very mod-
est sum for the satlsfaction of their ime
mediate wauts. As to the popular
pinint that the Dominlon wanis only our
hest men, the case 18 more correctly stated
in the words of a typleal Canadlan, “We
den't ask to buy the horse that wing the
race,” sald he, “much ss we should Ifke
it.  We will be glad to get the horse that
I only a nose behind.  But you want us
to take the lLorse that never started.”

*Note.-—The writer overlooked the fact
tthat provision In made for exemption in re.
ward to the money qualltication, not only.
ms  he stated, for farm  laborers and
«lomestics golug to arsured emplovment and
Ihnving the means of reaching the place of
employment. but nlko for the following,
‘who Dhave the meanx of reaching relatives |
who sre able and willtng to support them,
viz.: Wife golng té husband, child going
flo parent, brother or sister golng to hroth.
@r, minor going to married or inderendent |
sister, parent going to son or dauglter.
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