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1to meet the needs of thils class of men.
.| been in operation for ten ycars, and every year
.| its workers feel increasing
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EDUCATE THE FOREIGNER.

The twofold problem of Canada to-day, from
the point of view of ‘citizenship, is the mainten-
ance of its moral standards and the assimilation
of its new people. Of all the mental diseases
that affillct a youné nation none is more danger-
ous in its consequences than the craze for pop-
‘ulation. It scems to be as contagious as smali-
'pox or scarlet fever. One city raises the slogan,
“So many people in 1915, and immediateiy aii
other aspiring cities take up the cry. But in the
last analysis the craze for mumbers is a mere de-
Jugion. A mass of unassimilated, uneducated,

captains of industry, do.not make a nation. How:
ever democratio the form of such a people’s gov-
ernment may be, in reality it 1s a government by
irmterests. Government ‘can mnever be democratic
{n reality umntil the people have arrived at self-
consclousness through education and social as-
similation, and the chief problem of Canada to-
day, trom the point of view of citlzenship, is not
to fill up its vacant places, but to assimilate and
educate {ts ever-increasing army of Immi-
grants.

Among the voluntary agencles for this work
of education and assimilation none is more in-
teresting than the Reading Camp Association,
whose tenth annual report has just come to hand.
Naturally the two points where the poor, unedu-
cated foreigner comes most into contact with our
civilization is in the slums of the larger citles,
and in ‘the mining, lumber, and railroad con-
struction camps on the frontier. In the cities
the public school reaches the children of the for-
eigner, and through the - child assimilates to a
igreater or less. degree the parents. But no such
agency exists on tho frontier. The adult there
must be dealt with directly or not be reached
at all. There are approximately 350,000 men,
mostly foreigners, working in the frontier camps
of Canada, and the State makes no effort whuat-
soever to teach these men our language, our his-

institutions. Tor various reasons, denomination-
al and otherwise, the churches can do little for
them. Until recent years no one seemed to care
much either for the body or soul of the frontiers-
man. His labor-power .was exploited to the ut-
termost by the contractor, he was preyed on by
the llquor seller, he was duped by those who
sold him his supplies, but no effort was made to
fnstruct him or protect him or make him a sober,
decent, intelligent citizen.

‘The Reading Camp Association is an attempt
1t has

confldence in the
worth and practicability of its mission. It sup-
plies reading tents or camps.or cars, according
to circumstances; furnishes these as tastefully

unmoralized. people, exploited by a few masterful.

tory, our political ideals, or the working of our’

as possible ; provides papers, magazines, gramo- (.
phones, games, etc.; places a student from some
one of ‘our universities in charg?e'\ of each camp ;
teaches ‘the ‘foreigner to speak,fend, and Write
our language—in a word, tries to surroung: the
frontlersman with a few of tho: advantages of
civilized life and fill his empty hoirs with whole-
Some “entertainment and useful -:;elementa_;Y- in-
struction. The success of the work so far justi- |
fles the Insight and judgment of its founder,*Mr.
Alfred- Fitzpatrick, and should commend the-work |
to every public-spirited citizen of Canada. ; ;

Especially to the comfortable inhabitants of
cities should this work appealy; $2,753,890, or |
about one-third of the revemug: of Ontgflo, is
drawn from the woods, the tores'é'é', and the mines.
?‘he frontiersmen do the hard ,work of .exploit-
ing this wealth, but next to noilﬂng of the rev-
enne ‘drawn from their work is:spent upon their
comfort or education. We spend $137,894 out
of the Provincial revenue in providing educa-|
tional facilities for the citizens of Toronte, and
only a little over $500 for the army of méen work-
ing on our frontier. The dwellers in clties get
more than their share, and in’ justice ought to
 be generous towards those agencles which seek
to carry some of the advantages of civilization
to the man at the front,
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