munsiu PROBLEM WAS FOUND l
_ AT STEELTON

BY TORONTO STAR'S "SPECIAL
» INVESTIGATOR

Easy to Teach Eaglish In the Sault
But It Is a Diffierent Story .
in Steelton. }

D

__The Teronto Star is sending report-
ers around Ontario investigating the
teaching of Erench in the public ‘and
separate schools. This is what was
sent {rom the Sault last week 3
“The town of Sault Ste. Marie and
that of Steelton are like Toronto and
Junction u:ee 10 be before annexa-
tfon took place. | It is difficult to tell
where one leaved, of and. the other
hizall

From aa «Tnatiom‘ t, however, | )
they are miles apart. ~Both have a
French lation with i P
lmgn,.-u.i problem; but there the simi—!#
arity o
The Soo his a population of about a
11,000, and of these about 800 are of
French descent.  Yet it has no bilin- pi
gual school. Steelton /has a la-
tion of about 4,000 of whom about
500 are French. It has a bilingual p
school, though under a different in- ©
spector 10 the others visited. u
“There are two schools in the Soo tl
which the French children attend. g
From the first moment they enter the
doors 1ill they leave the schools they ¥
bear not a word of French. Why ? Be-
cause those in charge of affairs long T
ago came to*the conclusion” that if e
these two schools” were to remain on e
a par with - the other schools in the
town they would have to make Eng-
lish the sole language. They don't!
ince matters in telling you about it, [t
ther.  They hold the view: that ifl,
~French is taught along with English |
all the pupils suffer, English as well |
s French. They ean quots you exam-
ples from outside places, but usually
they say, “Just take a look at Steel- |
1
1
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Are the French satisfied? They ave ;
in 99 out of u hundred cases. You very’
seldom: come across o French child;
at Steelton, where French is taught, |
while quite a number come from |
Steelton into the Soo, and there .
would be more if roonwcould he found!
for them in the Soo school. Who are ,
those who are dissatisfied ? In the lewh
instances in which complaints have',
been heard they can be traced in al-
most every case to an outsider. \

Attention to Nationality. 1

t was paid by Fhe Star to one!
of the Soo schools. There are in_at-),
tendance there 160 pupils, 60 of whom !,

are of French t.  The teachers ,

absolutely no  attention’ to the |,
nationality of the children so a special |
cemsus was mode for The Star. In the|
different rooms they were asked to give |

~ their nationality, and thoss who were|

French were asked if French was the |
language of their homes. Here are the
results : -

First Room—26 French, 16-use French |
exclusively at home.

Second Room—13 French, 4 speak it
at home. -~ {
Third Room—9 French, 3 speak it at

|

ome.

Fourth Room—12 French,
at home.

Altogether there are 70 of French
descent there, thirty of wham use
French exclusively in their homes. Of
the other thirty some use French and
#Englieh, others Fnglich alone, and yet
no French is tanght in the school ‘or
ven us a means of imparting English.
*“How do you do it?” was asked.
“Jg's " the simplest hine in  the
world,” eame the an: +*“We merely
teach them English.”

“They all start off together—French

speak it

and. English ? "’
“We ‘ddh't make,a particle of dil-
i between them.””

One found only words of praise
overywhere for the work of these
schools. The Sisters of St. Joseph,
all English nuns, and all duly qualified
are in charge.

A Difference at Steelton.
At Steelton the reverse of what is
* peing done in the.Soo is taking place.
_ The school, which is not a young one,
Jike most bilinguals visited, has ap-|
tly been given a free hand in the
r of regulations as to what shall
ught, with the result that, like
__others, it turns out pupils who know |
a little French and a little English, |
" not much of either, and little of any-|
- thing else. o
* There are at present about 300 pu-
m attendance, 130 of whom are
~or so

About 70 are Italians, a dozen
areé of other nationalities, and

children of French par.
So while these French pupils
being taught French, the English,
and the rest sat twisting their
“thumbs, ¢ome two hours a day.
Year after year the school fell far-
ther behind. A few pupils, possibly
jalf a dozen in all, have passed the
mtrance examinations in as many
yoars, and théy were looked upon as
specially gifted. {
. Now Trying Another Tack.

B i T Moty e peiog
o w| am Fa inci-
$al to1d The Star. “Those who  were




able to keep u lh\holhr yqnh
and not keep &o-o

~ In the room mhlwdﬁ senjor
second and junior thi dn-}th.
new teacher, ;hol:uuln.

found eeven the French pnp!l.o
‘Winhglillthn-hhdto
a_sort of special claes for them.
‘What the Italians Do.

ow about the seventy Italians and
2’:0. dozen or so of other nationalities?
was told that no trouble is ex-

' o R e A

parents pewly emigrated to Can-
ada. Th ians }nd the other- ‘start
in the AB.C. class with the English
pupils. Not having to bother with any

ge they soon pick Foglish
p and after (wo vears at the latest;,
they can talk pretty well in that lan-

o ona you do ghe same with the|]
French?” was asked. 1
“Ii they had nothing to learn but :

1

!
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English they would Jearn English fast-}]
er than do the Ttalians and the oth-
ers,” was the reply.
Would Teach Fnglish First. i
This authority put forward the view |
{that the present system in vogue in
the bilipgual schools is just the re-
verse of. what ought to be followed, !
. assuming that French is to be uugh:
tat all.  “Teach them English first,”
The Star was told, “‘and when they!
Jno‘- English _then you can teach
hem French without harm. To-day it!
1- l-wnch first and English after- !
ards. 1

| " “Take the case of the Htalians. In |

inearly every instance their parents

i know no l‘ngh-h at all, and Ttalian is

' what is ken in their homes.  Yet '

! these children learn English, and_ex-

ce no difficulty with it. They |

'[ﬁnd their knowledge of English helps

' them - with Italian, and when they

' know English perfectly, that is in pro-

| portion to their age and years at
{ school, they find it is only a matter of

*'a few months' study when they are

: o?udlv as perfect in their hmw\tdgt

Twlian. The same would take

with the French were they umgm ng-

’&ll..h first, whica isn’t being done in 240

,mn of 250 bilingual schoolsin Ontario.

' “If T could have my way 1 would
mix all these pupils logeﬁu'r English,
Iu.h-\n. and the rest.” Then as soon as
! the French knew Enghsh T would start

' to teach them French grammar. More
| than that, T feel assured that T could

' take a mixed school like this one and
at the end of five or six years every

" one would know his own language,

{and Fnglish as well, and at that keep

{up with schools which have no such

problems. To do that, though, they

t must first of all know English. That
is the reason those bilingual schools,

' almost without exception, produce-

® such lamentable results—becaus: the

[ childran are taught French first instead

! of English.”

r Teachers’ Qualifications.

Desides the lack of a proper meﬁml
there is somhething else which has

> probably helped to kesp the school at
Steelton behind and that is the em-

' ployment of teachers. not regularly

ied and those whose knowledge of

.| English was far short of what it should
be. There has not been a year when

o such teachers were not engaged. Last

vear there were five teachers there.

three of whom were French. This vear
there are six teachers, two of whom

{are French, and of the six only two

|are regularlv qualified. |

essalon, Dec. S.—About midway

, brttkn “Blind_River and the Soo. a

mile and a half from_the C. P. R. sta-

'uon. lies this village of Theesalon,

o:Which has a French .population of

)| about 600 out of a total population of
o' 2.000. It has no bilingual  school.
« 1 There are on the roll of the school 200

; | pupils, 100 of whom are French, yet

'|nol a-word “of French is used by the
Qe;\‘-:nn or is taught in the school. |

- new school which Thu-alon;

o| boasts is probably responeible. When
n it was built, three vears ago, -the
a Fr\'nch were still satisfied to allow
& to attend the wholly
4 lellh school, and when asked ex-
(.| pressed their willingness to contribute
-| 1o the paying nl the debentures issued.



Construction was begun and the school -
whr:l: cost $30,000, vrn opeud a little’
an two years a;
Shunly n.lkrv.ﬂh a mo\'e was mde
to have ano erected where

French, but they came to raise

y money they found ~they
would sti ve to contribute to ‘ﬂiex
other . To pay for two schools
was their means, so they are

to-dayswithout the hxhnz\ul one.
They Are Learning English.

The mlt is that \he children lhem
are learning English. There are seven|
teachers employed, five of whom hold |
professional certificates, and the olher
iwo dislrict ones. In this there is a'
big contrast to the standing ol teach-,
ers employed in bilingual schools in
towns of the same size as Thessalon. {

The primary class in the school is
ivided into two parts, jumor and sen-|

jor. Tn the junior are sixty pupils
about twenty-five of whom are French.
In the. senior are forty children. twen
ty-five or so of whom are French,
mnlnng a_total of filty I-'ranch children
in the A.B.C. class, and yvet the teach-
ers make use of nothing but English.
What  English the children know
when they start ‘xo school iz not much,
 one was told. In the maiority of cases
 Frencli is_the language of the home.
| “Are the: French children able ta
keep up with the rest of the class
! was asked. *
i “In almost every case, yes,” was the
answer. ‘It is the exception and not
{the rule for a French child to be back-
ward in that school.”
| The Thessalon schosl experiences the
same trouble as do all the other schools
in New Ontario, in that manv of the
‘pupils are very irregular in their at-
tendance. In particular the Freneh
children’s terms at school are very
~short, parents often taking them away
early for work.

Another Steclton School.

In a preceding letter, the bilingual
school at Steeclton, on the outskirts of
Sault Ste. Marie, its unsagsfac-
tory attempts to teach English ‘was

 described. Within a stone’s throw’ from
it is “The King Edward Schoold’
where hall the pupils attending are the
sons and daughters of lomg'nm There
Care 250 on the roll, of whom 45 are
~Italians, 30 are Finlanders, 20, are
" Russians, while the other are Swedes,
 Norwegians, Hebrews. and the like. All
 of these are taught English from the
first day they enter school, and many
~of them never heard it before their
parents came to Canada and-to Steel-
| ton 10 secure employment in the iron
end steel works there.

5 have no trouble in teaching
one of the teachers
Star. ““We put them all in the
ss from the very beginni
_and ax they hear nothing but- English;
| they pick it up_remarkably fast. Some

of them are quife expert in it _at’ the

end of two years, while all”of them
 know it well enough after three year:
| to make all their other studies in it
. The trouble is that at that time most
of them leave schonl and start to work
{ n the steel plant.

The Star paid a
cluss, of about. thir
| haif of iwhom are fo
1 paused_at the door whila the kiddie
3
t

t to the primary
3 ‘hx‘drv‘n mn

sang “The Maple Leaf.” In_spite of

the many tongues represented, the pro
- nunciation of the words was not bad
* The teacher said that in Septembe:
\ last hardly one of the foreigners eve-
* knew his name in English. To-day they

|all sing out “T see a cat.” “It is 3
v box,” and all the rest, almost, likn the
' Anglo-Saxon children. "In the teacher’
- opimion, her ignorance of the many
.| languages spoken by her pupils help
i lnuher than hinders their learning Eng
f lish. 5
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