CONDITIONS NEEED
INPROVENENT
FOREGN QUARTER

Dwellings Overcrowded and
Very Unsanitary, —Though |
Disease Rare.

ITALIANS AND
POLES ARE WORST
Swedes, Norwleglans and the

 Finns More {ivil';zed —_
Children Intelligent.

The medical theories in regard tu}
the effect of uncleanly conditions on,
the spread of diphtheria seem to have'
received a rude jolt from the fact mm'
there 18 very ljttle trace of that (Hrl
ease to be found In the fereign quar:
ter here, In spite of the present epi-
demlc. There can be little doubt but
that the sanitary conditions there are

« by no means of the most Ideal kind,
and it is a matter of surprise and
of congratulation to the people of
the city that so little disease of any
kind is prevalent there.

The general consensus of opinlon
Aamong tho city officials who have to
'do with this quarter is- that the Ital-
‘lans and Polacks are the worst in
this regard to saunitary condlitlons, and
the Finns, Bwedr and Norwegians
are of.a much bgtter type and make
good " cltizens. The city englneer's
department states that the Swedes
and Norwegians show the greatest
anxiety to secure good homes, and
the hauses they build are substantisl
and pgrmanent structures, and of a
very good class. The Finns are also
good ii-this respect, but the other
natipnalities, including the Italians,
th ians and the Polacks, are

mostly very lax in house huilding, and

“their dwellings are on the whoie" of
a rather squalld and tumble down
character.

‘The real reason for this lies partial-
ly in the fact that the people of
Northern European nations come to
Canada mostly with the Intenfion of
m tablishing a home here and making

is thelr country, whereas the immi-

the south of Europe have
less ldu of permanent residence, and
many  come here with the Inten-
tion of making a little money and
then going back to the homeland to

‘live In peace and plenty for the rest
of their days, Among the Itallans
particularly is this tendency f(ound,
gud with them also there is an inclin-
ation to go home to Italy for the win-
ter months,@nd consequently they:
feel that they do not require dwell-|
:IIA‘I of ‘a very substantial conslr\upl

\_ Among the Italians and Polacks the)
&reatest uncleanliness is also found,
and the portion of the city that lies;
around James street is fn many places |
almost filthy, Not 80 much James
street itself, which is a well built up
business thoroughfare, but the streets!
tributary'to it, A great many of the'
houses are overcrowded, and the pro-
vincial law requiring 600 cubic feet:
of alr space for each person has ap-
_parently never been heard of there.
Accommodatlon is so scarce as a mat-|
ter of fact that tales are told of beds|
being kept warm all day, being used
in threc elght-hour shifts, and certain-
ly there are a large number of board-
ing h@uses“Where the beds are forced
to work douple shifts. Not only this,
but the hou are built too close to-|
gether and not enough ground is left|

d them. J

e fact that a sewer has recently!
been laid on James street ought to|
help matters, and the officials are of !
the oplnion’ that the residents should
be almost forced to put in connections. |
As things are at present, a good many‘
of the better class of Italians are mov-
ing away from that section and: are
buying homes elsewhere. |

The question of the crowding to-
gether of the buildings is one that
should be taken up by the city, and
a bylaw regulating this should be
placed on.the statutes, and indeed it
is understood that one is now in
preparation. Many houses are bullt
back to back, one facing on the street
and the other on the lane. The con-
diton now existing can hardly be reme-,
died at once, but the extenslon of it
—can-be-prevents

The people for the “most part liv, o‘
simply and the food is not elad-
orate, although some wonderful and
marvellous concoctions, which are
muchly odoriferous, are to be found.
The great trouble s that often the
people eat, cook, live and- slcep in
the same spartment. The food to
be had o:r the tables of the Fiuns is!

wholesome, and so is that
in’the homes of the Swedes and Nor-
w who are after all rither fur-
ther down town.

The clld show themselyes bright
in school, t-is those who get the
chance to there. Mr. N. C. Man-
sell, principal of the King Edward
School,. which most of the' children
attend, says that some very bright
lntouectl are to be found among those,

every nationality, though perhaps

(he children of the le fpom the

,north of Europe show up best. It

is difficult to judge, though. for it de-

pends largely on the individuals and

their home lifé, and also on the class

* they come from. Among the Italians

particularly there is a very -marked
caste distinction.

However, after all there are a-great
many of the children who never go
to school. The children do not ap-



ar to have a fair chande’among the
Italians, and the Pﬁll&p @’ the kin-
dred nationalities, . Ini‘m gases
there will be the man and his wife and
from four to eight 'ehﬁﬁgn. as well
as perhaps a dozen bg‘*‘en. and In.
some cuses there are more boarders.
than that. With such large house-
holds the children have, to a large
extent, to take a back place.

The children of the Finns, ‘Swedes
and Norwegians are well dressed and
reat as a rule, but with
this condition of affali 8 the excep-
tion.  Secretary Rec
dren’s Aid Society, says that in many
cases among these others the children
appear to be pretty roughly han-
dled.

“The people do not seemed to have
}lvnrm\d yet the Anglo-Saxon way of
‘wanklug the youngsters,” he said,
“but they have a pretty relable sub-
stitute.

Many of the resldents of the for-
elgn quarter are becoming quite pros-
percus, however, and the conditions on
thé whole are gradually improving. Be
this as it nay. there ia still room for
bettering them, and strict supervision
by the authoritles would help things
along wonderfully.
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