R FEAIURES IN THE
BUILDIN G*‘P OF CANADA

} The Less-Desirable Immigrants Increasing in-Greater .Prbpo'rtinh

= " Than the Better Class—So Far the Dominion Has ~
' Been‘)a'Mortar, Not a Crucible. .
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A Dangerous Feature.

It Iy rather u during c.\;perimcm in
midlon-buitding  this that  Canada is
She certainly bus the

carrying en.

pricedent of the United States, but it

thould be remembered that the popu-
fatfon of the States was fur greater
glmn.m:n'n_( Canada befare_the.tide. of
:rn\lln;mtiun had reached the same di-
n]wngons\. - The disquieting feature of
the immigration is the numbers com-
ing from southérn Europe. It is
these men largely do ihe hard

dirty work of the Duminion.
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are undesirable, and of would do well to take a Iesson from
213 34+ counts as well as quantity.

At ip ther hace T '
;og‘:::.h"n t-he}‘: ?ﬁxe;hqt tho hariest
. They are -a- pcA elual C aredilanm -
medical healtn officers. for thev dec
'ﬁﬁh]‘;t‘? crovwd ‘together under abso-
liely unsenitary conditions. "I bave

ecn In: hoarding-houses in -~ T
condu uses in ° Toronto

mducted by -forelgneérs for foreigners,
and found the bathroom let as a bed-
room, while from the appearance of
the'bath I should imagine it had not
been used for months. Even in min-
213” and lumber camps these - yeopls
mearl?é tt])’g.ether ,und?r conditions that

them .an easy prey to tubercul-
osis and typhold fever. They have no
Jperception of the danger of contagion,
‘and.neglect -the simplest precautions,
Will- Not Learn:Readily: -

-It is not to be supposed they will
learn ‘readily, for they have centuries
ol unfavorable environment ageinst
them, To force cleanliness and sani-
tary canditions upon‘ them may bo
possible by prosecuiion und fine, f‘nut;
to give them a true understanding of
British institutions and : teach: themf1
that the liberties guaranteei thiem are.
not to be treated as license wiil be
another and more difflcult matter It
is - certain: that the number of" such
people that can be assimilated with-
out injury to the nation is limited, ‘and
Canada will either be compélled -:to
keep a check on this immigration or
‘be prepared o have for ever an aiien
laboring . class, whose -evolution and
idéals ' and -standards of living are
different from hers. . °
- Already - the stream -of immigrants
is bringing a taint of ¢riminality to
the country. In 1911 practically half
the persons convicted of indictable of-
fences. were immmigrants, a class form-
ing only 22.1 per cent of the total pop-
wation. - -Surely: this . is sufficient
warning that the whole fabric of the
democracy will suffer unléss more care
is shown in the selection-of material.
Much splendid gaaff -i8° going to the
building "of the nation. The British
Isles arc giving of their best farm lab-
orers and mechanics, the United States
1 of" their most skilful Jarmers, and the
{ French. German, Dutch, Belgian, Swiss,
and Scandinavian . elements are ex-
tremely valuable. It is all. the greater
pity ' that the -undesirable, elements
should be allowed to mix with them.
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| the least desirable’ clements are malk-

try to-day than it was a decaie ago,
the immigration from Britain and the
United States having fallen to about
7% per cent. of the whale. In 1901 the
British and T'rench elements. formed
$7.74 per cent. of the population. In
1611 onh~ §2.58. During the decade the
largest percentage increases werei—
Bulgarians and Roumanians, from 354
to 3873: Grecians from 20L to $094;
Austro-Hungariaps (Austrians, Buko-
vinians. Qaliciane, Hungarians, and
Ruthenians), from 18,178 (0 149,103
Finnish from 2302 to 15,497; Polish,
from 6205 to 33,365; Itdlians, from 19,-
234 t0 43,411: Jews, from 16,131 to 5,
$81; uneclassified nationalities, from
1460 to 18,310 Observe the preponder-
nce of the Slav and Southern Xuro-
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adian nation. Puring the.same period
the_ Chinese population rose to 27,774
and the Japanese to ' 8021, Canada

ling _the: fastest percentage’ ‘increagses.’
Canada -is less an Anglo-Saxen coun-|

g;\ustx'alnsja" and remember that qual-



