10 GANADIAN
COLLIERTES WANI
MEN 10 SIRIKE ?

w

arker Williams Suggests That
(Company Had Occasion to
Cover Up Poor
Financing.

‘rom The World's Specinl Staff Cor-
respondent.)

PRESS GALLERY, Victoria, % S

h 18 N little eredit i due Parker
Llljiams the Socialist leader in the
. Ii‘:'r AREMT] } or nis i'f|ff".’"{"|.q

d apparently ingenuous challenge t0

eI O Gf the government "*4‘5“" 01
» House |1 move an amendment to
resolution of want of confidence
! f discussli nating th¢
¥ i iiises Of the ¥ V1 13 ' df‘!
11 * el 4 ] sSOINd exXnDresginll
| { HMouse desired al Vvestiga
- . i he 1] mines strike situa
Whils e | { { N Ormn 2
te of want lence,” sald thi
A M Dis ! N W 161 14 s 4 € ’ '
(= f i) 1)y RO W nat Wi | {
in inqgul intn conditions now ex
ing and ¢ existing befnre and
Ll " 1D } he troubles | Lthent
tne nterested ' bhe M o * Vi
nporters f the gove ment 1
ga that one to adjourn this debalé¢
j thoen o \ "y L 14 , g
wing the wi ‘ 2 1 KOS
m 1 B I'es : 2 [
2t WO DA ETAl ) f gl i !
iin i {1l =% A\ D) [ | 11
. l & \ Y1 '3 o ¥ s p CXDrOEs ‘¥ ',‘
« H @ tha 1 r stigation is d¢
i ) i v ~ r-_.' q ] tey 1|



. An Unexpected Move, |

In making this suggestion, which
was plainly quite unexpected by the
members of the House, Mr. Williams
nbserved that he was gware that if
there was an ordinary opposition in
the House such a defectlon as he pro-
posed would play into the hands ol
Lhe enemy, But as the membership
af the House s constituted there wWas
.0 danger of such a result. He would
not, he said, suggest it if there were
stich an opposition.  He urged the
rovernment supperters to show their
ndependince by taking  this stand,
»ne which he telt would not do them
harm in the eves of the country, but
would rather imprmve their position
than atherwise. *“The only change
might be a slignt reduction in the
stutus of the premier and the attor-
eve-general” sald Mr. Williams, “And
{ that were s0o no harm would come
o the party.  Both gentlemen loomed
0 large that a imaidt'r&ble reduction
svould do them good” |
Ag the member closed hie r_'t’-markﬁ
m the resolut‘on with this challenge,
\ir, Speaker at once gave the usual
signal, “Are you ready for the ques-
tion?' which being  repeated tRree
imes in succession, 1s another of the
ruleés by which the game is played
N member apparently found the spirit
nove hfim, so Mr. H;wti«n then read
he resolution preparatory to ciosing
he debate. e e '

“"Ring the bell, Mr, Speaker, please,’”
taid the member for Newcasile, “"and
ot us see how they stand.” '

After some little delay moklng up
authorities, Mr. Speaker ahnounced
that he could not ring the division
hell as there was not a full house—
which therefore set down still another
sf the rules by which the game is
plaved. The vote was recorded strictly
dn party lines.

The Premier's Speeell Condensed.

in resuming the debate after the
House convened, Mr. Wiiliams said the
whole contention of the  pre nm.er's
speech of the day Dbefore had been
reciuced to a single paragraph in the
marning paper-——that the bottom of he
trouble was in the recognition of the
uhion. . That this is true Mr. Wh-
liams agreed. But, he said, if the
premier was so very sure“tha!_ any
inquiry would absolve the govern-
ment, how can their t““litil’lllﬂd refusal
pf an inguiry he accounted for? NoO
satisfartory answer to that question
nad been. or would he, glven.

There had been plenty of warning
that  trouble was brewing. It had
been brought to the attention of the
police, but no notice had been taken of
the warning. The comments in the
coast papers on the conduct of the pro-
vincial police court at Nanaimo  had
been open enough for the government
—which at all times Kkeeps a preiiy
close hand on the publie pulse—1to0
fearn what was the state of af-
faire. There had been a petition with
some 1200 signatures sent from Na-
naimo requesting the removal of the
magistrate. But so far as he could
find out (hat petition had disappeared,
It mignt have been lost in the dis turh-
ances of last August. However, there
had been ample opportunity for the
government to know what was Jdaing,
ard to have entered on a common sense
course to bring about a change.,

Mr. Bowser's Interviews.

Instead of dealing with the matter
in a common sense way the attorney-
general bad glven out interviews wihich
had not been helpful to clearing up the
troubles. In an interview with  the
Ministerial Association of Vancouver
last November the attorney-general
told them he “expected to put lots of
miners in jail this fall;” and that he
was “keeping space for them"”
"Hon., Mr. Bowser here interrunpted to
ask f he unﬂﬂrulimd the speaker to say
that he had made that statement last
Novemhor Hp asked for partwulars
of the time and vccasion. |

Mr. Williams replled: "Yes "T‘-:rm
attorney-general had stated that e
anticipated trouble. [Mes the attor-
ney-general queatmn tiie accuracy of
that gtater nemt?”’ o

“1 certainly do, Mr. Speaker,” re-
plied the Hon. Mr. Bowsar. "I made
no such statement, [ exniained to the
Minister al Assoviation that in the fall
of the year there was always an ac-
cossion of numbers of men sent 1o
jail for minor offerces, nwing to eo
many drifting Into the larger rcities at
that time oFf yeur, & @ G

Mr. Williams replied thiat he had not
ﬂAp&t.hﬁ*d.!ﬂ be questioned, and so had
not come armed with the papers In the
matter. At another time he would
bring them in. Continuing he sald it
looked as 17 the attornev-general was
anxious to have just &ueny trouhble as
had been stirred un. "Perhaps” said
the speaker, "he will deny sf}mn nf the
interviews of inel August.’”

Who Started the Shooting?

While it wus true there had  been
considerable shooting at Extension, the
ﬂttnrum-gmwral had not the courage
to find out who si dr!ni it. If he want-
el to dew) with the situation the first
thing he should have done wias to
suspend those whom the miners blam-
ed for the trouble. He took the re-
sponsithility for bring.ng in the militia,
though the regular course was for the
local authorities in a distiret to take
the Initiative, When the militia were
placed in charge then the speclal po-
lice should have bheen withdrawn  at
once and the magistrate sp abnoxious
to the ‘l‘hﬂl# miniﬂ.g'f"-mumimity Eus-
pF!‘ldﬁd -

In practice, 1*19 mem har for \hnt*as-
tle xald, there was no virtue in  the
law 1o give pmtection to miners, but
there was ample law to vindicate itself
when the miners took the law in thelr
own hands. It was not  yvet known
what fraction of a million had been
spent In dealng with these troubles,
but under the financial conditions
existing 1 would, he thought have
been well worth while for this House
to deal wl"': this question of cnat '

~ Ball Denied Miners.

They had heardd of constitutional
rights, coming down from the timg
King John signed the Magna CCharta,
but here had been men thrown by hun-
dresis Into jalls designed for but ten.
They had every constitutional right to
demand bail, but bail had been denfed
them. He snoke of conditions uander
which men penned np three together in
celles 7x9x7 feet high had to exist for
weeks #t a time. Not the least cruslty
was the nverhearing actions of guards
He retold the tale of the three youths
in one cell who scaght to while away
their 17 hours per day of close con-
finement by working out arthmetic
proablems with a half-ineh of lead pen-
cil which ovne of them chanced W have
A guard caught them at this offence
and confiscated the pencil. Mr Wil
liams amused the House b { expressing
ths beilef that the gaunt® hairy arm
whirh had been thrust in through the
grating of that ecell door should have
heovme paraivzed in the act, if there
was such & thing as jJustice

He asserted that he and the mrtr
he bSelonged to had tried to take the
position that the ldeals they sought to
realize would come as a logical devel



opment. "-'-'l"lu,--..'_ constitution was not

written, It was subject to change at

any time through the will of the ma-

Jority. Therefore he had never been

in Mmpalh\ with other than constitu-
tional meang of redress,

'_I‘rii ‘o, the commissioner hl*llt Oout ‘in the

~ Scored Mr. Price's ﬁr:mrt.
Turning to the report made by Mr,

minister of labor, and which report

Premier MeBride hmi quoted from,

: Mr. Williams made the charze that “ap
10 the prese nt tiwee the gentleman who
- made that report has }tt to ask the
L first queqiiun of one of the miners on

strike.” He criticized such a proce-

dure strongly. No doubt the commis-
sioner had talked freely with the col-

At 1 . g

! tht"‘l"‘t’* had been a strike 1*1.1;;119{! by the

e

 liery company and with the govern-

ment, who seemed ta be \1“-!‘1"{‘11’!‘*9 Lo~
gether in this whole matter, .
The premier made excuse a year

ago, and repeated it :it the p_rﬁﬁﬁn_t
time, that this was a fight between

capital and labor. He took it that this
House came together to prevent fights
between capital and labor. At least
thev had a duty as representatives of

ed in this ﬂtrzkn .
e "I_f as the premier natw this dispute

the publie, who i?f-'rt“:-;i-i_n_iy- had suffer-

18 one that cannot be settled, and the

Bovernment has N triul how <o the¥

Know? Is it because of the prntuumi

nature of the question or is it because

of the meagre ability of the govern-

 ment?’  Mr. Williams Insisted that

before they a) It cannot be settled,
the government at least should make

a try at settling it.

Taking up the attitude and plans of
the 17. M. W.. Mr. Willams sald that,
thi.lug'h not a member, he had been ad-
mitted to a meeting of the U, M. W.

 —an honor he doubtea if the premier
could get-—and he knew that t“elte

months ago last Se ptember, the 1. M,
W, was not looking for a atrikﬂ. I
that were so,

menting a strike by foreign agitators

fell to the ground, Those rw- sponsible

for the polley of the 1. M. W. be+

leved a year A;.n that It W{iuld take
two years to get ready for any action,

Thelr whole _pnlh_w. Was against a
strike. It had 1‘.‘1}mt*'-in' spite of them,

| h. asserted. The men went out with-
out authority and so forfeited thelir

right to strike pay. That did not lnok
like an attempt to sct up a dictator-

ship, as !lu premier had a»'lil:l

Sir Richard ’Hlurepu) .
Bir R ulmrd dntervupted to”deny limt

‘he had used any such fvx;:rmwiuu 3
will have to correct my friend,” sald

the pwmim ‘a8 he has ﬁuught to mis-
construe my words. [ tried to make it

clear and plain that l hadd 11:at'mw waord
of criticism of the 11, M. for try-
| ing to establish in British i ulumhim 1

never referred to them as dictators. 1

Said they were sm*king to gain cnntrnl

of the mines”
Mr. Willlams 4:~n:um~rf'ﬂ by rgeadmﬁ

from the report of the premier’s speech

in that mm*:.ling'ﬂ--l"fszrh_i;;iﬁi. where the
\\urd ‘dictatorship’” was used, He said

he would be glad to have the premier
repudiate the Colonist, Sir Richard
reiterated that he had not used the
word, in any way, and Mr. Willlams
| advised him 1o wtim the Colonist re-

ports before they were publlshed.
Hr't‘fra*nit‘lun of the union was the
logic of the af*tinn of the governmernt

when the delegates came back, said
Mr. Williams. = '

“I wish iu_i*ali attention to the fact

that the entire delegation was COINPOR-

ed ot officials of the ' . M. W, il‘l-

terrupted the pramler.

“I. was not aware of ihat, bvut 'wi-ll
take your word for It replicd Mr.

Willlams. '""The delegates were not ap-

pointed by the union, but by s mass

meeting of all the miners, irrespective
- of membership in the union, 1loes the

department of mines wish to refuse
recognition to the union?’ he enquiresl.
- “Absolutely not,” replied Sir Richard.

| “But it is curious that illl the dele-
| gates were union men’”

Spy at “m*k

| Mr. w illiams asserted that it was
very likely the Canadian i:ilwries

counlil tell the premier whether or not

M. W.. for he stated that they had

.iu en getiing confidential lFi-i:!‘tﬁ WwWeek-

Iy from the head office of the U, M. W,

at _tmlimmir_nhu They had had some
pergon in the confidence -}f the execu-
tive of the L. M. W, on their payroll

for weieks, aud they now had on file
in their office the reports of the =spy.
'Hf*-_ﬁ-i.lﬂg’r-#tmi'-_ﬁthﬂ-t'_n-ry likely the Gov-
ernment might be able to get the priv-

ilege of cousulting those reports. That
 would settle the qlwntmn HR Lo “ri#'thﬁr_
the L. M. W. wanted a fight or not. Of

course, if the Canadian Collieriex had
learned that there was tr be n fight

they might very well have decided that
it would be as well to bring it off a
_fe-u weoeks earlier than otherwise,

The premier interrupted to ingquire
if the member for Newcastle proposed
| to repudiate Farrington's statement,
and to say that the U. M. W,  did not
try to establish themselves on Van-
| couver Island. Mr. Willlams replied
| that he had not read Farrington's et
ter, and the premier retorted: “If 1
could get my hon friend to admit this
. whole trouble was started by the 1L
M. W.. as proven hy Farrington's
statement, it would clear t.m tht' ﬂltua—_

tiun very rmlrh W
| ‘HIM b;r ﬁp; Reports,

Mr. Williams neatly retorted in -m-.ﬁ

turn that, no doubt, it would relieve

| the premier greatly if some means of

clearing up the situation were to be
gol. He J4id not know thv statements

{in i‘ﬂﬂi!&ﬂluﬁn letter, but this he was
sure of, that Farrington had never

said that the 1!, M. W, brought on the
strike. It m&gnt be that the Canadian
Collieries’ spy reporis from Indianapo-
lis had misled them. He me rely offered
this as a possible explanation. But

j let this Government find out who the
secret agent of the t“lnadian Collieries
| at Indianapolis was. They were, he

sugkgested, close enough to the ¢ C, Co,

| to get the information. In that way

they might get & mm !‘urihrr mwtﬂia

# settlement,

There was another mmx!hh& influence

on the strike trouble Mr Coulson, the

American gentleman who hdd come

to manage the Canadian Colileries, had

made statements as to the production
he could secure from the mines, but he
bad fallen down ver; badly and it was

then the charge of 10



recessary to cover up his fallure. "He
may have employed the secret agent
to help him skin the directors” sug-
gested Mr. Williams, S -
~ Interest Had to Be Met.

“There was a third possible consider-
ation which might have had great in-
fluence on the situation, and which
might or might not be brought out by
an investigation. The Canadlan ‘ol-
lieries had not heen e factor in [8]land
coal mining for very long. They had
bought out the Dunsmuir collieries for
£10,000,000 or $11,000,0006, and they had
reorganized, or recapitalized, at 22,
000,000, Then they had issued mort-
gage bonds for $10,000,600 amd  sold
stock to the extent of $5,000,000. In-
terest on all this capital had to be
met: if not out of production, then out
of capital. When it became evident
that production was not sufficient to
meet this dividend charge, the same
people had secured large interests in
other industries which they were offer-
ing to the investing publie in London.

1 it became known that their firsi
ventiure was a lle on the face of it
what would be the result of the other
securities  they proposed to float?
l nder the (‘iI’I{‘?‘.l_l'!’llﬁlaritz‘ﬁﬁ_ it was neces-
sary 1o cover up. An explosion would
.hi-l.’b"i_.‘-'-_E.“f‘i"il”.a }‘,‘:fﬂf]l_i PEXCUSe, Thﬁ' _i;.rnl}'
othear exXCuse 'wuu_ltf bie a labor diffi-
eulty. Right in this set of facts, Mr.
Williams charged, was to be found the
explanation of the strike, The com-
pany for the purpose of covering up
their situation had found a Strike ne-
cessary.  "When it is borne in mind
how close the connection Is between
Mackenzie & -31;&’{!_!'1,',--Ntii'i_i"*!‘} Griffitas
and this government,” said Mr. Wil-
Liams, it Is evident that the premier
knows well the situation and he secks
4 man. named Farrington, in the
United States, to put the blame oh,

. Enguiry Still Necessary.,

Nnw, he suggested, perhaps all his
theories might he wrong, and after all
it was the machinations of this man
Farriugton, which were at the bottom
aof the troubles. If that were 80, there
was still the necessity of an inquiry
into the facts of the case.  What, he
inquired, had been the effeet on all
the industries of the province, of the
situation in the coal mines of the
Island? It was necessary from that
paint of view, to investigate, He drew
attention too, to the fact that with the
withdrawal of the men from the work-
ings ana consequent caving in of the
minex, there were thousands of tong of
coal which would now never he raised,
and the government had an interest of
1:'1 l.*t_""{i't_ﬂ- per tan -.i'u.ﬂ.'il_ this. What was
the ﬁﬁt‘_ﬁrnmeﬂl__szi'iing“ to do aboug 17
large natural resources were ownel
by corporations and frequently these
were represented by aliens and owned
hy absente:s. The =ituation was one
which demanded closest inquiry.

Mr, F“'i”_ﬁ'ﬂlﬂﬁ made gis appeal for an
_amwidnm.nt and an inquiry, and closed
hi= addresz with that. e
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