. THE CURSE OF HISTORY. :
{The malady . ‘of Ircla.nd is history

I‘ha.t geems a su-ange thing to say of
I} science \\hlch ought to broaden tbe
hind. but it is t.rue L‘hat. ln.lory‘ as
mu,,nt, has been- a. curse to Irelnnd.
lre.land. North and South Ca»thohc and
Erotestant Ireland, broods over ihe past,
Fmd it is an unhappb' ‘past,, .;tull of
irongs and violence, of racial and sec™
iama.n st,hf : ;Thp evil cpower <of. the
past is feit even in ‘Canada. Wetfight
ut our domestic questions .With far
1ess bltterness with far more good—
n;ture, ihan those whlch we mlport
trom older lands. ¢ .
{ Even our, 1mmigrauon pro‘blems ale
Ferlt&,cs from the.past and from thc
q’ld world. An “undesirablo’ immigra.nt
-mea.ns a man “ho has been opprcﬁcd
br neglec(.cd in, Lhe old- “orld ;f L.
. Thero ls very littie? doubt thh,t
1rishmen,_ Protestant  and Cathollc,
Bould throw aside their ‘inherited
hatreds- and bigotries and , prejudices,
hey could malke Ircland prosperous and
smited, and give it a distln"u\e and
proud place in the world. Th‘at is, the
feal basis of home fule.. Tt i§ not.
Hc<1ro to be frce from Dngla'ul. Ln"-
jand does not want to oppress Ireland.
;t is nonsense;to, hoid the; Eugllsh worlk-
mau of to- da}’ u\e ma.u \\ho rules,
can rulc, Lnx,l.md, responsible for whayt
was done “in Iréland’'in ‘the days' of
Elwabc&h or Cromwell. Irlsh \a.t.lonal-
lsts and: * Engush reprcsen,ta.tiv f
-labor are now. working and. ﬁsht I
side by sxde ”Irish \*auonafists ha.ve

mensely ~improved ‘the” éon:}!liom ‘of
workmen in: Eng"la.nd 'Wnlmsvand Scot-
land AR 'y
22 \dllOﬂdlLﬂl docs ?ot mean hostility.
Mazz.l‘r‘u. a champion’ of" ’Maﬂx&u unity
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hood of nn.t!ong a.nd the unity of tho:
human race,: spoke of a nann as ha.v-’l‘
ing a certain capacﬁy and \genlus gLit-"
ting it to do a certa.in distinctive worik
in, the world. Such Eapacity and gemus‘
are; the product; partly of geogmphy
:md enuronment and” partly of racial
origin. Ireland has that’ capaclty and
ls‘enius, but it has been retarded by race
and. sectarian: quarrels, ‘and- by a kind
of history, that & were. best to forget.
The world needs the work that can be
done by & unked, harmonious Irish na-
tion. Home ‘rule will be usevtul mainly
as:# will develop the distjnctlve qual-
ities of the Irish Tace and make them
contribute f6 the progress of humanity.



	1914-04-02-TDS-The-Curse-of-History A
	1914-04-02-TDS-The-Curse-of-History B

