ELOQUENT AND PRACTICAL.

In paying a tribute the other cven-
Ing to Winnippeg's Pollsh eltizens, Dr.
Bland contrived to eombine fn n super-
lative degree, sympathy and sound
practical advice, The toctor declaretl
that the partition of Poland was one
of the greatest crhnes of modern
European history. Hipacious nelgh-
bors had muade an intelligent and
honorable people eat tlie bitter breail
of subjection. To that tragedy, how-
ever, haid contributed the treachery of
Poland's ruling class. Sooner or later,
sald Dr, Bland, a country whleh fas-
tered o ruling class was hetrayed by
that class, and Canada lmd heen no
exception to tlie rule.

But Dr. Bland gave Ihe Polish
peopla a vision. 1le showed that it
was not tho Russlan people, a kindly
and freedora-loving peoplo, who hind
compassed the natlonal! towninll of
Poland, bult an nutocratic Russlan
Government. {t was 1o ‘extravagant
dream, he thougit, that the Rugslan
Governmont wanld one day become
democratic enough to ralse the dif-
ferent Slav peoples to 1he dignity of
self-governing states.

Then Dr. Bland had a word of sound
advice for Manitoba's Polishh poptla-
tion. Ho pointed out that If the Poles
were to take thelr due place in Cana-
dinn citizenship and Canadian nation-
hood, if they were to fill positions of
responsibility, they must sce to it that
thelr children mnstered the English
language.

Of the Polish language Dr. Blund
spoke in the hlghest praise. In his
opinion, it wonld be a world calamlity
for the Pglish language, the treasure-
liouse of ono of the world’s greatest
literatures, to perish and be forgotten.
It was the duty of the Pollsh people
Jealously to preserve thelr language.
But, at the same time, It was thelr
duty to see to it that their children
had a full and falr opporlunity to take
thelr due place In the councils of the
Canadian natlon. ‘There wans nothing
incompatlble between the two.

The Free Press lias on many occi-
slons, perhaps not so e¢loquently,
volced the sanie sentiments of those
of Dr. Bland in thls regard. Wea he-
llove that thoughtful and rensonablo
pecple appreciate the great advantage
of the uplkeep In Canala of foreclgn



languages. flow this 1s best to be
done, and jnst how fav the publlc
schools may properly be used for this
purpase, 1s, of course, a8 matter of con-
troversy. Bul, in our oplnlon, It Is
only a small minority wiio would wish
to sce every language other than ling-
tish ruthlessly banished from the
publle schools.

Tho guestlon ol Polish and Ukralnian
qutlonality is. of course, also a most
contentlous one. Bat there are few
Canadinns, we think, who will not
admit thnt the snbjectian of the Polish
and Ukrainlan peoples was an act of
high-lianded tyranny. And yet It may
bo slncerely questioned whether na-
tional agitation in Cananda wiil deal
ny effective a blow at Buropean auto-
cracy and tyrnnny as the bullding up
in Canada of a strong and powerful
demacracy. So inter-related nre all
the nations of the earth,
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