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‘period of depression {s before us_ at
2 decided reaction from the period of pros-,
wages which has {avored this country during the
jbserger ¢0cs not wish to join the ranks of
the same time It:must be admitted that
. ht. Pembroke as
ding

o
perations p: everything polnts to ro::
tinwed activity and expansion here. The fact that wages will be
Jow will probably give further Incentive to the bullding boom. .
A couplé of new Industries are’In sight and ike merchants are
Quite satisfied with businesa conditions, while commerclal travel-
lers say that Pembroke i3 in a healthier condition thgh any other
towhs on thelr ground. -All sigus therefore point to enntinved
activity locally, but the condition’ of the workingman is notso pro-
mising. Laborers, hearing abroad that work !s plentiful ip Pem-
broke, have been flocking to towy, while many others are drifting
in from the railway construction camps and the operation of the
law ofsupply and demand Is havinz its effect. It Is now
nounced that the local sawmills will reduce wages this season.

_making a cut of ten to twenty per cent.,” which wlll bring the
wages of-the ordinary laborer down to.about $1.60 per day 1t

s said that at Braeside Gillies Bros. dre paying only from $1.30
to $1.50 per day, and it is likely that other lumbermen are doing
likewise. " 5

"No fault can be found with those who sre operating the
mills, but how a man with a family, who probably has to pay
house rent, and also provide food and elothiug for his familv.
can o 50 In these times of high prices on such wages wiil puzzle
thost people. In fact-it may be admitted atthe outset that he
cannot do It~ . The man who pays rent'and buys meat and milk,
and bresd, butter and clothing, as well as other incidental neccs-
2aries will have at {he end of the -weck only a memory of his
$9.60-wages, and will probably be in debt besides. Such condl
Sions are not satisfactory and are bound to bring so¢ial unrest.”
tiough it s difficult to prescribe-a remedy. Things will have to
adjust themselves eventually, no doubt, bit in the meanttime the
pospects for the laboring gan arc anything but bright, and to
LAt will be quite unnecessary to speak a warning, against “'the
high living" - It 1 “the high cost of Yving" Instead that
S bothering him, and it is likely to continue for come time 1o
e ine. It indeed any substantial reduction may be looked for &t
all-ip the future. Locally there are those who profess to see in
o Pembroke market one of the ressons for high’ prices here,
heiming that it workg in the natore of a combine and that the
prices thereon are fi by those ¥ho can afford the luxuries and
who do not min@ pay excessive prices for

. are offerod.  There s no doubt a measure of truth in  this,
A reinly tre market is & ggod thisg and 2 ponular institution
her¢, affording the fagmers a cotvenient place to dispese of their
products and a convenient place for householders to obtaim their
Pupplies. -But at the same time there is little doubt that. it

orks for considerably enhanced prices locally and there are not

ohting those who would have it abolished.

Agalnst this, however, thers Is the argnment of the same
law of supply and demand which _goveras e labor market.
(hough it may be admitted that the market s an ipstitution es-
tabliehed and waintained by -the town, and a5 such can be abo-
I ed at any time, while on the ather band the labor market is
yegulated -entirely by the conditions- ey
" “The question of the mariet is.0n0 03 which o
16 have the opinion of pegple who could speak, with authority
S edes—the business man, the househelder and he farmer,
and we wiil be glad to give space 10 anY reasonable cxpressions of
‘opipton which v be submitted.
o “n mn‘:'zm be done to folve the Gifficulties confront-
ing 1B workingman, it should be done. and The Observer will be
glad to give any assistance it ma¥’ be able to give towards this

an-

end. .
What the outegme of the situation which scems to be devel-

oping will be, it is bard to say. & good crop this season, might
Bave good effect, and work for a revival of healthy busiess on-
Qitlons. A .poor crop would have the opposite effect, and 2 great
deal will depend upon the next Larvest. B




