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The Gallant Oficer Whi Was

COMMANDER EVANS

Scott Near the Pole.

the Last Man to See Captain

expedition that has meant 30 much
to the cause of herolsm and to the
advancement of the world's know-
ledge of the frozen south.

As a matter of fact, it was Evans
who took upon himself the brunmt
of many a petty hardship, re-
lieve the man in charge of the ex-
pedition and to permit him to re-
main at the froat, unhampered by
the worries of the details that go
to make up the life of any company
of men who are devoting their lives
an expedition of like natere—an
undertaking 2as the proposed dis-
covery of a pole. There never was
an

rassed with a thousand and one de-
talls and knowing that he would
be but a stumbling block to their
own advancement and probable hind-
rance to their escape, from the death
that threatened him, Evans ordered
his men to abandon him and seek
safety for themselves. But, telling
him that they would stick together
“come what may“—they brought
him to a comparatively safe retreat,
and dividing their forces, one of the
men staying with the sick Command-
er while the other went in search of
help, which, happily, was successful-
Iy found and brought back to the
brave leader was drag-

of like nau d
‘expedition that made sucy demands
ace and good nature!
of the company: that
Kept its men in close quarters, iso-

ged out to safety upon one of the.
led

ges.

No witngsa of the gruesome hap-

penings is so well equipped to tell
a3 wi

lated from all other
but their own—that was brought to
termination with so little  friction.
It is usval in companies to Snd
animosities, strifes, hatreds eage:
by the very fact of the constant
Tubbing against one another’s pri-
vate lives: it is the record of every
other such an attempt to herd men
ia such close quarters for so loag
a time that the very fac that the men
could mot get away from ome an-
other for an hoar's respite worked
havoc among them and bred such
rancor that outbreaks were frequeat
and disastrous to the ultimate
of the undertaki no such
displays of temper were recorded
duriag this expedition was due in
large measure to the thoughtfulness
of Commander. Eva; the men
find stories dull and tedious and too

a-

often rehashed, an orm

tertalnment was planned for the long
© ic reminders
tell the outer world of hours spent
with . [llustrated lectures and infor-
mal talks upoa lands seen .by ouly
one or at most a few of those in the.
little company; lectures. upon toples
intimately connected with the work
in hand, and lectures upon matters.
e|as far removed from the day’s drud-
gery as could be planned. One of
the pictures in the Scott book shows'
d|a table at which the men are seated.
enjoying the dinmer given by Cap-
tain Scott om his 43rd birthday;
oOthers show the games in which the
and in.
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who consulted with the doctor about
the case and cheered up the invalid,
did ent brood hea

over their after

v ia

of this
advance guard of science as is Evans;
no one so well qualified, by reason
of his experience and tralning, to
recount the advance made by the ex-
pedition. When it is remembered
that the original company numbered
56 men, and that in this little band

of the as. the
sufferings of these members

!ben 200l
| chemists and photographic -
geologists and maguetic aad meteor-
ological workers, in addition to the
engineers, motormen., etc.,’ that the
British navy could supply: and, when
it is turther remembered that the
expedition started out for and ac-
complished one of the great achleve-
menis of the present evatury, the
ieader of this expedition who "has
returned to tell the world of the
deeds done, i3 more than ordinarily
worth heariug. Commander Evans’
modesty, the cloak behind which is
inseparable connected with his per-
sonal efforts, often but accentuate
the giant figure who stalks ahead
of the men who are oaly too eager.
{to follow so gallant and intrepid a
man. Of commanding presence,
and with a voice that penetrates to
‘(\‘ry corner of his auditorium—ot
| whatever stze it may be—Evans tells
!in a simple. unaffected manner the
great “things that transpired in and
arcund “One Toa Camp.” and Mount
|D‘bu and upon the King Fdward
VII Plateau. Clarity of vision, di-
Tectness of purpose, a mastery of

1L, it was Evans! details and a pictorial sense of ft-

ness and background—these, added

10 a distinctness of -utterance and

magnetic stage charm, give to the
or

il xK )

supper
1t ‘'was Evans who tactfully turned
the sul

dject of discussion into other er Evans’ story is well worth hear-
!

| speaks rarely found
{in the mariner-lecturer. Command-

ng.



