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INATURALIZATION BILL

| Vﬁm SECOND READING:

Empire-wide in’Scope is Gov-.
ernmient Measure

3

SOME POINTS  CRITICIZED!

Requirements of “Adequate” Know-:
ledge of Either French or English,,
Five Years’® TResidence, ‘Were}
Among the Provisions D '
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May Be Too Drastic,

Sir Wiltrid Laurier and Mr. E. M.
Macdonald . (Pictou), both spoke In
approval of the main principles of
the bill. Mr. Macdonald, however,
Inclined to the view that the measure
was somewhat too drastic, and- he be-
lleved that Canada should not give
up its own systemn of paturalization.
He doubted the wisdom of insisting on
five years' residencée before & man
could become a Canadian citizen.

Mr. Bennett .declared the subject
dealt with by the bill to he one of
the greatest possible importance, es-
pecially in Western Canada. In the
past, laxity in regard to naturaliza-
tion had prodyced unfortunate resuits
In the western Provinces. Vast num-
bers ot forelgmers, he said, had been
hastily naturalized hefore every elec-
tion, and became entitled to the rights

(8pecial Despatch to The Globe.)

Oitawa, May 2% — Lmpire-wide
naturalization was Hon. C. L

Doherty’s definition of the purpose of
the Government bill submitited to Par-

liament for its second reading to-
day, its aim being the establishment
of uniform basic principles as regards
naturalization throughout the Em-
pire, the result of agreement between
the United Kingdom and the varlous
self-governing Dominions.

Parliament was united upon the
principles of the bill, but lengthy dis-
cussion developed upon  special
clauses incorporated in the measure
by the Canadian Government. It was
pointed out by several I.berals that
conditions ahould not be made too
onerous or exacting in the case of a
Dominion in which national develop-
ment 8o largely depended upon
growth in populytion and the creation
n't“a contented and patriotic citizen-
ship.

Lanzuagc' Requirement Criticized.

Some exception was takon by west-
ern members to the proviston that
persons wishing to be naturalized
must have an adequate knowledge of
elther French or English, Mr. W. M.
Martin (Regiha) inclined to the view
that the provision might do injustice
to many excellent settlers who had a
thorough knowledge of German, for

example, but knew little of French
or Engllsh.
Resid Requir

In moving the second reading of
the bill, Hon. Mr. Doherty reviewed
the history of the naturalization laws
of Great Britain and the Dominion.
la pointed out that under the pro-
posed new law the perlod of residence
necessary for naturalization would be
set at five years Instead of three, but
the five years could be passed in any
portion of the Empire, provided that
the last twelve months of the period
had been spent in the country In
which naturalization was sought. The
other four years, however, must have
beon within the eight years preceding
the application. All certificates of
naturalization would be issued un-
der the joint authority of the Imper-
fal Pariiament and the Parliaments
of the overscas Dominlons which
adopt the new legislation, so that uni-
form naturalization throughout the
Emplre would be tnsured.

The bill also provided for the re-
moval of the distinctions which have
hitherto exjsted hetween naturalized
and native-horn British subjects. A
fturther feature of the bill was that
the courts were empowered to de-
mand proof of the applicants’ quait-
fications for naturalization. This proof
would be submitted to the Secretary
of 3tates, who would issue the certi-
ficate hased upon it.

Fftect in Homestead Patents.

Mr., Martin raised the question as to
the effect of the new law épon the
isspuing of homestead patents In the
west. In reply, Mr. Doherty explain-
ed that the effect of the legislation
would be that if a man was not a
British subject he could not obhtain

of hip without any proper ap-
preciation of the responeibilities of
citizenship.

The discussion was carried on dur-
Ing the evening by Messrs, Doherty,
Levi Thompson (Qu'Appelle) Dr.
Neoly (Humboldt), W, F. Carroll
(Cape Breton South), and others, and
the bill finally received its second
reading.
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