The Menace of Anti-Canadian
° Nationalism = |

A general feeling of over-the in those
districts of the Province fn which the non-English sectlons of the electorafe
¢hiefly. reslde-had much to do with the heavy vote for the Liheral candidates
Iu the older parts of Manitoba. If all the facts had been known, the feeling
of ‘disquletude’ would hayo‘heen deeper; and the Liberal vote heavler. The
sltuation Is fall.of peril to the national future, not of Manitobn alone, but of
all Canadi. Fortunately the vote In Manitoba jon' July 10 shows that the
People at large are awakenlng fo'# sense of (he danger: ~ .

The {deal of u fhomogeneous English-speaking Canada- Is mot easily
realizable. . In:certaln respiects Canada will remain a bilagual country. The
Indlstence of the French upon' thetr language and thelr institutions is natural
and understandnble. *Canada Is thelr country just as much as it s the coun-
try of the English:speaking Cariadinns. It was their country, Indeed, firsts
and the fact of conquest Is o so jmportant as many think. So far ay the
French ‘are ‘concerned, It Is necessary to bear In 'mind the| fact that they
occupy & speclal position, and are eptitled to exceptional consideration. That
they should cherish thelr sense of satlonallty Is Inevitable, The mafority In
this Province have a rigit, however; to Insist” upon a system of national
schools ‘and " the efjclent feaching of English in. the common ' schools
aftended by French childrén; and they have already exercised the power to
make English the only bificial language jn Manltoba. Thls Is about as far
as It 1s desirable to go in the direetlon of furthering the Ideal of homogenelty
by leglslative enactment. y

There Is, however, real danger that Canada may become, not a bilingual
but :a multl-lingual country, inhabited by different peoples, speakluig differ-
ent tangues, and chérishing divergent national Ideals. The most notable
development of this national spirlt has béen among the Ruthentans; It Is also
at work among the Poles; and attempts are even heing made to arouse this
feeling among the Germans, although there Is liitle probability that any
measure ‘of success will attend these efforts.

The movement among the Slavs is, however, serlons, and the English-
speaking people of the three Westorn Provinces ought to awaken to the immi.
nence of the danger. The nationallst-clerieal movement among the ‘Rathe-
nlans alms at nothing less than the establishment In Western Canada of a
distinet Ruthenian natlosiality, which, with ts language, Institutions, customs
and Ideals shall persist for eser'as a nation within a natlon. They have
imported into this propaganda the lauguage, the Ideas, the catch-crles and
the appeals to raclal prejudices which do duty in Europe, where the Ruthe-
nians seek to keep alive their racial agalnst the
policy of thelr masters. In Europe they dream of the re.establishment of the
anclent, mythical Ukralne in which the oppressed Ukralnlans of Gallcla,
Poland and Southers Russia will again be united under a common govern-
ment.

These aspirations are legitimate—In Europe. The Ruthenlan—or
Ukralnian, to give him his more accurate title—ls there upon hls native
heath. “In the country which his forcfathers have held since the dawn of
time he Is Justified In clinging to his racfal  characteristics, and dreaming
his dreams of a natlonal revival. But these things have nothing to do with
Western Canada in the Twentleth Century. |

Canada, in glving a home to the immigrant and opening before him oppor-
tanitles not avallable In Ris own country, has the right to Impose conditions
of citizenship. The first and most imperative condition Is that he shall give
this country his first allegiance. This. Is an obligation which rests upon
every mew settler who comes fo Cannda—no matter from what country he
comes. E ) German, Amerl Russl
It matters not; unless he is prepared to be a Candlan first, to declde every
question that may arise by the test, “What is best for Canada?™ he Is in this
country under false pretences. He should pack his-trunk and go back home
where he belongs. He Is not wanted here. Canada does xot ask the new-
comer to forget his old home. He can retain hls sentlmental assoclatons
with the land of his birth, and trausmit them to his children; but In matters
of practical statecraft his duty I3 to the country which Is his home.

The movement for bullding up a separate Ukralnian natlonality in West-
ern Canada has already reached dingerous proportions. In addltion to it
native ‘strength, It has: been’ encouraged and subsidized’ by two powerful
agencles—ihe Roblin Government and the Roman Catholle hlerhrehy, under
the direction of Archbishop Langevin. The Roblin Government’s Iden has
béen to get votes. If he could betray the whole future of these Proviuces,
as English-speaking. communitles, for ten years more of autocratle rule, Sir
Rodmond Roblin would make the hargain without a qualm. “After me, the
deluge!”

Langevin's of tlie national move-
ment s In keeping with his well-defined religp-politi His
Idea Is to create conditlons In the Western Provinces which will cnable him
to bring the varleus Governments to thelr knees and eompel them to yleld
him concesslons upon demand. A compact Rnthenian organization, animated
by race feeling, ¢nd subject, In“large mieasure, to clerienl control, would he
u wenpon whiel ko could mse with adventage in bludgeoning reluctant €ov-
ernments.

The Manitoba Liberal party/in the late Provineiul clection encountored
the full hostility of this Roblin-L In-natl ti
The' Liberal policy conceded fully the right of the Ruthenlans to bilingual
schools under the provisions of {hie school law of 1897. But this did not
mitigate in the least the ferocity of the attack mnde upon them. If they had
been advocating the total elimination of the tenching of the Ruthenian
Ianguage, they could mot have been more savagely attacked, It was, there-
fore, evident that there were other features of the Liberal educational policy
Which were highly objectionable to the directors of this nationallst-clerical
propaganda. Nor was It difficult to locate the offending provisions. The
Liberal pollcy called for an increase fn the number of sehvols, sufficlent
to supply school for the whole fon of school ages for
compulsory educatlon, to compel the attendance of, ehildren of school nge;
and for the adequate teaching of English to the children In every sehool.

This was the programme which had to be blocked If the conspiracy was
10 be successful. To give the children a thorough education in English was
to put an effective extingulsher upon this wild dreanr.of transplanting fo this
new land the age-dong feuds of Central Europe. To give the Ruthenian
children’an English education would be to make them Canadians who, while
retalning a sentimental aftachment to the land and language of their fathers,
‘would give thelr first devotion fo the land ‘of their\hirth. Hence they must
strive to retaln the existing school system, by wha a mere pretence Is
made of téaching English. As things are, there are not schools enoughs the
schools are faught by teachers Ineapable of feaching English except as-a
text-book subject; the schools are inspected by Ruthenian Inspectors whose
chief concern-is certainly not o see that English s properly taught. Under.
these conditions children aro growing up ignorant of English, unable to
mix in the life of the community. They thus Pma.m victims of the
nationalist and clerieal agitators. o :

The elections ‘of July 10 conitituted s victor
tlons indeed for the Roblin-Langevin-Ruthenian. 1
despie a popular majority against him, has a ba
tare, he owes it to his concessions and promises to the
Provinee which are fighting the teaching of English to
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appeals, ‘and showed themaelves abla|to take a broad national view of their
obligations as voters. It would be a great mistake to assume that mn
was @ solid French and Ruthenlan vote against the Liberals. The Liberals
polled everywhero a respectable mlnorlty of these voiers, and In places evy
secured a majority. These electors knew, despite the lies told them nd e |
frantlc appeals made to them, that the Liberal programme did not involitaay |
proseription of thelr language mor any restrictlon of their just rights B

thelr votes they showed a willingness to co-operate with the otper elenas |
of the plectorate to advance the common . good of the Province. Ther|
courage and public spirit, coupled with the determination of the Engli:|
speaking electors ms revealed by the voting on July 10, give ground e
hopes that the policles of and nlﬂolﬂkl
propaganda, have been dm:led and are facing early and complete defeat:

Ruthepian minorltiés which stood ondL-sl.lnlt clerleal intiinidation and rachl
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