#AR PRISONERS HAVE RIGHTS.
Treatinent  Guaranteed
Them Under Hague War Re-
—gulations.
Already large oumbers of -

prison
ers hate been £aptared by all the
selligerent powers. In England, at

‘bis moment. there are Germams
who bave been laken prisoners—
mers of war”. The rights

:nd disabilities of prisoners of war
isve been very thoroughbly defined
»y The Hague war regulations, um
he treg

10w binding on the powers.  Alto-
‘ether, these prironers — and there
sl be large numbers of them cap-
ured by all the powers before the
r ix over — will not bave quite
wch a hapless time as might be sup-

roced.

In each belligerent state a bureas
of information relating to prisaners
i war has to be instituted at the
‘ommencement of lities. This
sureau has to be kept informed with
egard to each, individual prisoner
1 its country’s hands—where he is
mprisoned, when he is liberated on
sarole, of his escape, of his admis-

ion into a hospital, of his death, or,
zenerally, of any waterial particulars
¥ith regard to hf treatment. It is
also charged with the duty of re-

-eiving and coilecting all valuables
ind effects left by prisoners who
have died in hospital, and of for-
warding them 10 those entitled. Let-

ers and valuables sent to pri

bave to be aenverea to them free of
all postal duty, and gifts and relief
in kind bave 10 be delivered to
them free of all duty of entry and
free of railway charges.  Societies
for the relief of prisoners of war
have to be afforded evers, facility,
compatible with milita;
ments, for the discharge of their
4

risoners of war must be humane-
iy treated.  Their personal belong-
ings remain their own propert
while their impriconment must only
be of such a kind as is indispensable
to satisfy. They may be set 1o work
slther for the; goversment of which
they have become the prisoners, or
for private subjects of that Fovern-
ment, but their tasks must be neith-
er excessive nor roncerned with mil
tary operations, and they must be
paid the ordinary rate of pay o0-
tafning in the country where they
are prisoners, for he work they do.
There is an obligation on every gov-
ernment to maintain its war prison-
If they are fnsurbordinate they
may be disciplined.  But if they es-
cape, when not on parole, and  are
recaptured atter *rejoinin their ar-
my ther must be punished for their
escape. If, however, they have been
liverated on parole, and are recap-
tured in arms against the govern-
ment which has liberated them. they
can be tried and punlsh-n. A pris
oner cannot be pelled, against
Bis will, to. accept-hix % liberty on pa:
role, nor is'a government
acrede to a prisoner's request to be
set at liberty on parole. Newspaper
| correspondents < “and " others' *who
though not bejonging - to an army.
are yet following it, have to be
treated, if they fail into the ene;
nands, isoners of war. ded
they can show a certificate from the
authorities of the army they were
with.




