ELABORATE SPY
SYSTEH OF CERMANY

- Prussian War
WL

OME KNOWN IN CANADA

*Fixed Posts'’ Are Most Effec-
tive Garners of Important
Information

:

In view of rgported cases of Ger-
man ‘esplonage in Canada, and of
the excitement produced ir various
‘centres throughout the Dominion
the movements qf supposed
mples, it Is interesting to know some-
thing of the scale upon which the|
‘German system of esplonage I3
‘known to be organized in the thea- |
tre of war of Europe, which is. of
‘course, the very lieart centre of the
system. |

It is well to recall the fact that
the excellence of the German intel- |
ligence system, which contributed so.
powerfully towards the German su
,cess in the Francu-German War of
1570, was the result of an elaborate
spy system, carclully organized’
within the borders of France during
peace time.

After the conclusion of the 1866
campaign against Austria, Stieber.
Minister of Police n l'russis, who
was to Bismarck and Von Moltke
what Fonche was to Napoleon, was!
‘ment on a secret mission o France.
His aim and object was the organi-
#ation within the boundaries —of

to the pending war. Stieber, In all
between 1866 and ) made (mlr[
Journeys through the length nm.l‘
breadth of France, by the end of
‘which time, aided by very able as
#istants, he accomplished far-reach- |
ing resuits. ‘
20,000 Pakl German Spies. 1

He strewed France with 20,000
paid German spies, and orgunized &
complete espionage system in the
parts of France which covered the
ossible theatre of war. These
spies were organized territonaliy
under four Inspectors, having head-
quarters at Brusscls, Lausanne. Gen-
eva and Berlin, and responsible 1o
two lieutenants of police, who, in
turn, reported to Sticber.

A pecullar feature of the system
instituted by Sticber at that ume,
and still maintained. were the “fixed

ts"”  The ordinary ides of a spy
‘s one who ix sent to travel in &
forelgn country In some disguise.
jand who returns to his own coun-
try with Information thus acquired.
But this traveling spy suffers ver
great  disadvantages. Like evern
traveler in a foreign country, with
out any raison d'etre for being there.
he is the object of suspicion e
ha: time to get thoroughly into
touch with useful channels of Infor.
mation.

He is closely watched. and direct-
Iy he begins making inquiries as to
this, that and other the prev .
et certainties, and

s mission results in failure,

Plies Some Trad

But the spy in the “fxed poat™
is on an entirely diffcrent fooung.
' He attracts no atiention. since he
lives as an inhabitant of the place
he is in, and, moreover. plies some
trade, which gives him a very good
reason for being there.

*Under cover of this trade he can
make Inquiries without incurring
the suspicion of the authorities, and
has ample time to get into touch
with anyone whom he thinks capa-
l:le of giving him useful informa-
tion.

The German spies in France were,
and still doubtless are. of all grades
and profession:
including farmers, market garden-
ers, agricultural laborers. vine-
growers, rallway porters, shop
keepers, commercial travelers (a
very useful and frequent disguise),
 waiters and wajtresses in cufes, ho-
tels and canteens, newspaper report-
{ers, - telegraph operators, female

., Among other duties assigned to
!the director of the Germar ser-
vice during the war of 1570 we
the following
(a) Information in regard to the
situation, strength and movements
.of eagh group of the hostile army.
.(b) In regard to the age. charac-
ter reputation of all hostiie com-

manders.

(c) ‘In regard to what was going
on, and the state of punlic feeling
in the districts the German army

about to traverse and the re-
sources of those districts.

(d) To procure in each of these
regions persons capable of furnish-
ing useful information.

2 System is Maintained.

It s known that in spite of
h‘-‘}.sl vigilance the Germans have
malintalned and perhaps elaborated




he eapl aystem established
m\ in 1890 Stieber, ﬂ-\ll at that
date Minister of Police in'Germany,

an
with “political actions.” This term.
ll was l‘wlllnrd. included the de-
of the stragetical rallways
In l-‘r‘nct on the outbreak of war,
s0 that  the French mobilization

the scheme miscarried, thanks to
of the French Intelji:

Agen!

Taa pook entitied “The German
Spy System in France,” ‘translated
from the French of Paul Sanoir and
published recently in London, from
which most of the facts herein con-
tained are taken, n is explained that
rman esplona ncd In-
toreeta. Atecie N e\tnlhlu and
everybody possessing In any capacity
& particle of authority ar celebripy.
A speciality ix made of the char-
acters. habits, capacities, etc., of in-
dividual officers of the\Frenc 3
but every apecien of information that
car be of any use in a military or
political sense comes under the
notice of the German spies.

Information as to telegraphs, tele-
phones, railways, highways, bridges,
culverts, forges, forags rovision
ana supplies. shipping. hospitals,
barracks accommodation, water su
plies. discontented people, and cit
zens susceptible of monetary temp-
tation is particularly sought.

15,000 Now in France.

According to Mr. Sanoir, there are
al present  some 15000 spies in

been introduced by the Germans
into Canada is not stated. but it Is
known that there have been German
spies in Canada within the past five
years. and that some of them have
been identifird and tracked by the
military and police authorities.

For obvious reasons the Canadian
military and authorities are
silent as to what Is known officlally
about German spies and espionage
in Canada; but that there are agents
of the hostile powers In Canada
ready to forward every scrap of im-
portant news hearing upon Canada’s
participation in.the present war is
admitted.

Owing to the military censorship
imposed upon the cable and wircless
telegraph services. it is dificult for
rman agents in Canada to
&et their reporis across the Atlantic
Ocean prnm]lll) but in the absence
of a censorship over the land wires
and mails, communication of a sort
I% open through the mails to neutral
countries.

Mes - patriotie Canadians
who are the repositories  of in-
formation which might he useful in
ny war to the encmies of the Em-
pire will do well to keep such in-
on to themselves and take
precaution to prevent it from
(-hu\lmnx general  circulation  or
{rom reaching the ears of
Lagents of the German Intelligence
§ oy
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