-~ PRISONERS OF WAR.
4o trgitment extonded to prisoners
ofwar by their captors has been made
(ke subjeét of rules lail down under
jaterastiora. 1°w, and there s no
pasai 9 CoubL that, in the present
war, these conditions are being" ob-
jerved—except. perbaps, by some sec-
goos of the German army, - No inter-
aatiosal machinery can, in any caso,
todevised which will protect prison-
s from brutal or {llegal treatment
by men of an innately cruel or re-
seagetul temperament having, for the
b belng, absolute power over the'r
! aaptives. 1t 15 one of the anomalies
o war, however, that the average
soldier o0 one side has no personal
_quarrel with inose ightng agans: Aim,
relther is the average man given to
wanton cruelty or to fll-treatment of
nis tellows, so at 1w by far the
greatest proportion of cases the rules
referred to would be observed. The
main object of taking prisoners is, of
Scourse, 1o prevent their further parti-
tipation o the Oghting and so weaken
o. enemy’s force. Consistent with
|he attainment of this object, there {5
'pothing to be lost by the humane
treatment of prisoners of war. The
rales provide, therefore, that they
[sdall be so treated and that all per-
swonal property shall be retained by
ithem.  Everything of a military
nfure—arms, horses and 50 on—

W U prisoners are
scape s very im-
bable, as i e centre of fRe
@emy's country. or Nthin a eity from
Bich gress can onl\be bad und»r
|Blltary supervision,
not be  restricted;
those taking their:
promising not to
Ou the other hand,
Bearsess 0 tho enemy's lines, pro:
bable eate n escaping or refusal to
sive Wgr parole would justity the
confiosment «f prisoners.

Intermational custom also permits
prismory o0 be employed by thelr
apors, though not, of course, ‘o
operations of a milltary character. ‘I
+they are employed by private persons
ey are 0 be pald for their services
at e rates usually paid to civillans;
# by the State, t the rates pald to
®ldiers. lustances can be multiplied
prisoners of war have been em-~
At agricultural and other pur-
Wits; well educated captives In a
[breign country have frequently oc-
{eapied themselves as teachers of thefr

e

£ .
| Prisoners taken by British troops
[# serupulously falr treatment. They
[Meevo the same food, clothing and
Eﬂgr‘ the British soldier. Of-
[@l information fs supplied .to them
(%84 they are ullowed to communicate
their friends, and wherever it is
ible their letters forwarded tree
M charge for postage. Even valuables
on the battlefleld are often re-|
"med to their owners. When relfet
[ ielies for prisoners are formed on

:,':nd religlous freedom Is se-
% them. The fot of a captive
,“:i s, theretore, by no means
ey e 88 contrary, he may even
*® ¥ATm friendships and regret his
",:'"“,h. at the close of the
m"';  Wehange, the time comes
™S4 his own country,




