77le German Sstm ol Espzona



The following is one-of the series of
urticles being supplied by the depart-
mq? of militia and defence: ™

I Nlew of.reported cases of German
esplonage in Canada, and of the excite-
ment produced in various centres
throughout the Dominion by the move-
ments of supposed sples, it {s Interesting
to know something of the scale upon
which, the German system of esplonage
is known to be organized in'the theatre
of war in Europe, which s, of course,
the very heart centre of sthe system.

At the start, it is well to recall’ the
fact that the exceflence of the German
Intelligence system, which contributed so
powerfully towards the German success
in the Franco-German war of 1870,
the result of an elaborate spy syastow,
carefully organized within the bordoers: of
France during peace’ time.

After the conclusion of the 1866 cam-
palgn ugninst Austria, Stieber, minister
of police in Prussia, who was to Bls-
marck and Von Moltke what Fonche was
to Napoleon, was sent on a secret mis-
sion to France. His aim and object was
the organization within the boundaries
of France of a spy system preparatory to
the pending war. -Stieber, in all, between
1866 and 1869, made four journeys through
the length and breadth of France, by 'the
end of which time, aided by very able
assistants, he accomplished far reaching
resulte.

He strewed France with 20,000 pald
German sples, and organized a complete|
espionage system In the parts of France
which covered the possible theatre of
war. These sples were organized terri-
torlally under four inspectors, having
headquarters at Brussels, Lausanne, Gen-
evs and Berlin, and responsible to two
lleulenlnlul police, who in turn report-
ed to Stle

A peculiar feature of the system in-
stituted by Stieber at thut time, and still
maintained, were the “fixed posts.”” The
ordinary idea of a spy is one who is sent
to travel in a foreign country In some dis-
gulse, and who returns to his own coan-
try with information thus acquired. But
this traveling spy suffers very great dis-
advantages Like every traveler in a for-
elgn country, without any raison d'etre
for belng there, he is the object of suse|
picion. He has no time to get thorough-
1y into touch with useful channels of in-
formation.

He i3 closely watched, and directly he
begins making enquiries as to this, that
and tho other, the previous suspicions
become certainties, and his mission re-
sults in failure.

But the spy in the “fixed post” is on
an entirely different footing. He attracts
no attention. since he lives as an inhabi-
tant of the place he is in. and morcover
plies some trade, which gives him a very
good resaon for belng there.

Under the cover of this trade he can
make inquiries without incurring the sus-|
picion of the authorities and has ample
time to get into touch with anyone whom
he thinks capable of giving him usetul
information.

The Gierman spies in France were, and
still doubtless are, of all grades and pro-
fessions, and of both sexes, including
farmers, market gardeners. agricultural
Inborers, vine growers, rallway porters,
shopkeepers, commercial travelers (a very
useful and frequent disgulse), walters
and waitresses in cafes, hotels and can-
teens, newspaper reporters, telegraph op-
erators, female domestics, ete.

Among other dutivs assigned to the
director of the German spy service dur-
ing the war of 1870 were the following:

(a) Information in regard to the situ-
ation, strength and movements of each
group of the hoatile army.

(b} In regard to the age. character and
reputation of all hostile communders.

(c) In regard to what wus going on,
and the state of public feeling in the dix-
tricts the German army was about to
traverse and the resources of those dis-
tricts

(d) To procure in each of these regions
persons capable of furnishing useful in-
formation.

It is known that, in spite of French
vigilance, the Germans have maintained
and perhaps elaborated the ionage
system established that in 1890 Stieber.
still at that date miniater of police in
Germany, was sent through France und
subsequently eatablished n branch of the
German secret police to deal with “pol
cal actions.”” Thix term 1t was explained
included the destruction of the strategi-
enl raflways in France on the outbreak
of war, 80 that the French mobilization
might be returded.  Rut this part of the
scheme miscarried, thanks to the
ance of the French intelligent

In a book entitled. “The
System In France translate
French of Paul Sanoir and published re-
cently in London, from whith most of the
facts herein contained ars taken, it is
explained that German  espionage
France interests itself in everything s
everybody DORsesxing in mny caparity a
particle of authority or celebrity. A spe-
cinlty ix made of the rharacters, habits.
capacities, ete., of Individunl officers of
the French army: but every specles of
informution that can be bf wny use in a
military or political sense comes under
the notles of the German spies.

Information as to telegraphs, tele-
phenes, railways, highways, bridges. cul-
forges, forage. provision and suppliex
shipping. hospitals. barracks accommoda-
tion, water supplies, discontented penple.
and  citizens ptible of monviacy
temptation is particularly sought

According to Mr. Sunoir. there are af




prﬂent some 15,000 ASblen;.in “fixed
Dol!l n France.

\' perfect & spy t)llem has been
lnlrvthlcod by the Germans into Canada
Is not stated, but It is known l.hdl‘l Jthere

nd- th:
them have been identified and tracked by
the mun ud police authorities.
s the Canadian mill-
tary -nﬂ dvil -mhormu are silent as to
what is known officlully about Uermyn

sples and espionage In cnmd-, bul t
there are agents of the hos PO
In Canadx ready to forward -nry acrap
of important news bearing upon Canada’s
participation’ In.the present war Is ad-
mitted.

Owing to the military censorship im-
posed upon the cable and wireless tele-
graph services, it is difficult for the
German agents in Canada Lo get thelr re-
ports across the Atlantic ocean prompt-
Iy, but in the absence of a censorship
over the land wires and mails, communi-
cation of a sort is lwen through the
mails, to neutral coul

Meantime pllrlollc (‘lnldllnl ‘who are
the repositories of Information which
might be useful in any war to the emne-
mies of the pire will do well to keep
suph Information to themselves and take
every precaution to prevent it from obe
taining  general circulation or from
reaching the ecars ‘of pessible agents of
the German Intelligence service.
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