PRISONERS OF WAR.

Lhe treatment extended to prisoners
i war by their captors has been made
he subject of rules laid down under
nternational law, and there is o
oaron to doubt that, ip the present
r, these conditions are being ob-
wrved--exeept, perhaps, by some ses-
ions of the German army. Mo inter-
national machinery can, in any case,
be devised which will protect prison-
ers from brutal or illegal treatment
¥ men of an innately cruel or re-
vengeiul temperament having, for the
tifie beng, wheolute power over their
captives. It is ove of the anomalies
of war, however, that the average
soldier on one side has no personal
quarrel with those fighting agaibst
him, neither is the average man giv-
en to wanton cruelty or to ill-treat®
ment of his fellows, 5o that in by far

the greatest proportion of cases  the
rules referred  to would be observed.
The main objec of taking prisoners
is, of caurse, to prevent their further
participation in the
weaken the enemy’s
with the attainment of this object,
there 1s mothing to be lost by the hu-
‘mane treatment of prisoners of war.
The riles provide, theretore, that the
shall be so treated apd that all pe:
sonal property shall be retained by
Lverything of a military na-
arms, horses and so on—hecomes
the property of the captors.  lmpris-
oument of captives is not admissible
unless the circums

nces of the case
justuy it i prisoners are so ptaced
that escape is very improbable, as in
the centre of the enemy’s count

within a ci

of
v irom which cgrcs! can
only be had under mulitary supecvi-
sion, their personal liberty would not
be restricted; similarly with those tak-

ing their parole—that v, promisig
not o atiémpt to  esodpe. Un the
other hand, nearness to the enemy’s
lines, probable ease in escaping or ro-
fusal to give their parole would jus-
tify the confinement ot prisoners

International customn also permits
prisoncrs  to  be employed by their
captors, thongh not, of course, in op-
erations of a military character. Jt

they are employed hy private persons
they are to he paid for their serviess
At the rates usunlly paid to civilans;
if by the staie, at the rates paid to
soldiers. Instances can be multiphed
wherg prisoners.of war have been em-
ployed at agricultural and other pur-
suits; well edueated captives in n lor-
| eign country have trequently oceupied

| themselves ne  teachers of their Inn-
| guage. :
| Prisonecs taken by british troops

get scrupulously fair tréatment.. 1 hey
Feceive the same iood, clothing and
| quarters as”the British soldier.  Oin-
fcinl information ‘is supphied 1o them
| and they are allowed to communicate
wath their friends, and wherever it 15
ssible their letters forwarded treo
| of charge for postage. Kven valuables
lost on the battlefield are otten re-
|turned to their owners. - When retie
)| societies for prizoners arc formed on
| & logitimate bavis and mititary exigen-
| cies permit, “their work is expeditect
{in every way. Pesoners are also giv-
{en  the opportuniiy attending
N ehurch and religious  treedom i
| cured 16 them. 1he lov of o captive
| soldier. is, therefore, by mo means
‘
3

bard; op the contrary, he may even
minke warm [riendships and regrot his
\émerture when, Wt the close of the
1! war, or-by exchange, -the-time comes

lfar his retarn to his own conntrs




