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gercise of citizenship, In a free
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|

itself to alj citize:
tive of class, creed or condition.

The achool is the main instrumen- vued

tality in
abeolute

this training. Hence the
need ‘of sound teachiag
methods and agents. There must
be, In ome. word, Auting:-schooi
edifices, there must be & carefully
selected text book supply, thére must
be a competent teaching body. All
these must be under State control.
1t is not the province of the State-
controlled school to teach any form
of demominational religion nor to
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cast upon any 1
set of religious doctrines, or on'the
adherents and professors of these
doctrines. All experience shows that
State-controiled schools are a pow-

‘erful‘instrumentality in the elimina+
bitternesses and

Go back, let us, briefly, to
era of Confederation. The statesmen
of the Quebec Conference had to
deal with the Quebec. of to-day, then
called Lower Canada, and the Un-

tario of to-day, then called UPPer|arg w.

“anada, as well as with the Mari-
time Provinces. There was, in Lo
er Canada, & minority of
wlvenkm: Frotestants, strong in num-

ers in several hip
>cnunmg and stronger still in wullh
not alone in these countics, but in
‘the cities of Montreal and .Quebec.
| This mlnoﬂl) had just cause lo ask
,(o and on, constitutional

gu: r-nun for the protection of
Hanguase ¢ religious freedom.
A distinct pledge was given, in 1864,
26 ‘Sir Alckan alt, then Minis-
ter of Finance, and representative in
the Canadian Cabinet of the Protes-
ant minority, that before Confed-
eration came into being the minor-
ity’s rights should be defined clearly
and established irrevocably, in an
 Act -peu-ll) framed to that qnd.

Sir_Geol rer, then leader of
the French-Canadian race, and At-
torney-General for Canada,
' was publicly committed ‘to this p
‘icy. Roman Catholic leaders,
tably the late Thomas D'Arcy Mc-
Gee, decllred for the Catholic* min-
ority of Upper Canada. that that
minority was thoroughly nu-ﬂnd
with the Separate School “Act

1863, as a fnal adjustment -n
lme\oc-ble settlement  of all ita
'claims in the matter of
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Lo withdraw the
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Government, to e'
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aton, Toronto, Berlin, and s-uame
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here the Cath-
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Scott, father of the Separate

Bchool Act of lIG I'll elee ed
en

& ministerialist, Mr.

Cabinet,
which succeeded that of John Sand-
\‘\eh‘l Mlcdonnld. in December, 1871.
lake Government was, in Oc-

mber, u‘z. succeeded by the Mowai
Administration, during the greater
whose career Mr. C. F. Fra-
ser, of Brockville, was representative
ot the Cathollc mlnoﬂu in Ontario.
Fraser, tch Catholic, of
lréll lbllll) and ndmlmzm. Was, un-
ndfield Macdonald, thor-
devoted 1o the separate
stem. He secured several
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achool.

o the act,

ing the educational positicn of the
Catholic minority in. Ontario. But,
to his credit. let it be said, that he
resolutely and successfully opposed
every suggestion to deprive individ-
ual Roman Catholics of the right
of withdrawing their taxes from the
separate school system any where,

and. at any time, these individuals
might see i
Organizing 10 Coatrol.

Meantime. from 1867 Gl 191
thera has gone on in Ontario -a re-
markable transformation - in the
racial m-k. up of the Province. The

| privileges.
" The progress of the Confedera-
tion movement was, with (his un-
derstanding _concerning burning
| issue, finally arrived a rapid,
ndeed. The scheme f the Quebec

majori Catholics in Ontario to-
any ata of B French-Canadian origin.
and they insisl that the separate
schocl was really granted the Cath.
olic minority as much for the per-
petuation of the French language as
for the protection of the :‘mmnc
faith. They insist, in Dlain terms.

| conference was by large m-jorlly

by th Old
|Lannd-_ Nova Scotia lnﬂ \ew
Brunswick lent, in ‘due course, their
approval of the scheme.
. very last session of the old Parli
'ment of Canada (1866), there ca
'a rift in the rainbow of political
 harmony. The Government had, in
'obedience to its pledge to Sir A. T.
Galt introduced a School Act for
Quebec, securing forever the edu-
‘l“llonl rights of the minority there,
in a manner satisfactory to the
leading men of that -minority.
Demand of the Bishops.

While this bill for the protection
Quebec minority’s
there
pllce. in Montreal, 2 meeting of the
Roman Catholic bishops of Upper
and Lower Canada.' That meeting
adopted a strong recommendation to
the Government, that while the
bishops had no objection to the

roposed act for the protection of
The: minorits's rights In. Quebee,
they feit bound to insist on a simi-
lar measure for the protection of
the Roman Catholic. minority's rights
in Upper Canada.
were not at all parallel.

The minority in

Ontari: as Catholic, but
lhr«—!uurﬁu English-speaking. In
the case of Lower Canada, the mln-
ority hl‘ to be protected, both a.
language and as to religion; in .hn
case of Upper Canads, the minority
had to be protected as to reli(mn
only. and its representative

arsd themselves solemnly llud\
w-uh the Separate School Act of 1863
as a-final settlemen
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legal State ml--
ulus for their ornnlxed effort to
Quebecize Optario. The issue, {hus
is one of national m: nllude
The- French element Is alrea
manently supreme in Quebec. Th.
French are one-third of the peoplec
of New Brunswick, and increasing
much more rapidly in proportion
than the British element there. One
of the two Roman Catholic bishops
of New Brunswick is Leblanc, a
French-Acadlan, pledged to do
everything. and, in fact, doing every-
toing, in his power L
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of power. The present French-Can-
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