Sifton Creates Deplorable.

Scene in House; Refuses to

‘Suppress Pro-German Press

Premi-er and Members of Cabinet Lose Control of Tempen
er Themselves Starting Heated Discussion

Ll

and Att

pt to Shirk Resp
for Fuilu;e to Suppress Publication

o ihty
Herold

The dying moments -of the legis-
ative gession which closed yesterday
ifternoon brought with them thrilling
ncidents, arising out of the publica-
tion of -German hterature, which
have not been equalled In intensity in
he assembly since “1810. he vital
isue was whether or not the gov-
crnment was willing to place (itself
on record to suppress the publication
of the "Alberta Herold and to prosecute
thoso guilty of treason or sedition in
connectign th  the publication
thereof. 'The final outcome was that
the government declined to declare
t' action against seditious Journals
afid seditious individuals, fucts seem-
ingly unbelievable but which will be
supported in their entirety whea the
official ~ journals of the house are
issued.

At the close of business about 2.45

tha premier referred to a news item
In a mo{nl‘l: paper and proceeded to

ati B: Bennett and to state
the startling proposition that  the
provincial government assumed no

responsibllity for the suppression of
sedition within the province. This
auty, he declared, rested solely with
the Dominfon authorities,

Mr. Tweedle rose to combat lllc
position and after he spoke the
rpeaker closed off further discussion
by rullog that no (urther debate could

(Continued on Pue Thirteen).
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tude of the guvcrnmem. was
ther consldered there was no
tive but to {ntroduce & formal
the situa-

wlterior motives to m
house, ranted about palmcu.
studlously avolded the question by
misrepresenting {1 was a vole of
want of conndcne- in the government.
! And In the wmidst of the turmoll
| Hon. Duncan Marshall came to the
ance of the premler, <
it's o dlrty ‘fory trick,” Interpo-
fated Mr. Marshall ~ with cnltmnlry
suave eourtesy, ?
Mr. Marshall ‘Retracts - 3
- Instantly Mr. Spedker fad to h.ke
A hand In events, tor while m-mbcrl
o‘ the legislature in Alberta

resort to fisticuffs, there were at
eighteen members who were ready to
make Mr, Marshall retract” by any
comssary means. It was Dr. Stewart
[ethbridge, wlLo succeeded . (n
i catching the speakers” eyo and his
demand for an immediate retraction
wag confirmed by Mr. Speaker and
t-cceded to with poor grace by Mr,

Hon. Chas. Stewart to Rescue

Into thie wsurcharged atmosphere
came Hon. Charles Stewart, who accel”
erated the discomfort of the treasury
Denches with an open and unmistak-
able reproof to Premier Sitton and
Mr. Marshall, He chided them for
losing control of themselves, and they
were (0o overwrought to (rust them-
selves in further utterance,

‘While the instantaneous effect of the
situation. was visible only In the com-
plete loss of control of the house and
tempers by Messrs. Sifton and- Mar-
shall, the real significance of the In-
cident lies much deeper. It means that
insofar as. the government of Alberia
is concerned, sedition or (reason can
be preached with impunity even in
Ume of war, ‘

Liberals Were Interested ]

In this Instance ‘the newspaper
charged with seditious utterances was
one time controlled, and may still be,
by one member of the Sifton govern-
ment, & former cabinet minister, and
‘others very close to the inside of ‘Lib-
eral politics In the capital. 1In fact
It Is freply stated that the Alberta Her-
old was one of the purchases made
‘out of the ‘notorious Liberal election
fund of 1911. At any rate the publi-
‘cauon has been faithful to grit pur-
poses through fair weather and foul,
l.nd At may be only to sedition in such
‘onuu that the government vrowm
wto turn its deaf ear.

The startling disruption of the ab-
‘wlul' harmony by which the session
was otherwise marked lleg directly u‘
‘uu door of the premler.

Presuming overmuch upon the good.
nuture of his opponents, he sought to
take adyantage of a moment when the
house was ready to prorogue to vent
his personal spleen agalnst R. B. Ben-
nett, K.C., M.P. He attacked t
Calgary man heatedly because of a
statement regardi.., the fallure of the
attorney-general's department to pro-
secute papers publishing seditious
matter.

] Whers Blame Rests

Mr. Sffton ,the patriot, mifrahalied
all his verbal. extinguishers to prove
\ur, Bennett a politiclan.  But the
excuse for fnactivity in the face
ol certain knowledge that all reason-
able rights of freedom of speech were
being transgressed was that the at-
torney-general's dpartment was put-
ting it up to the militia department
to malintain the criminal code, despite
the fact that this duty s vested in
the province by vistue of ihe prov-
ince’s autonomy. — Beyond this
ment the premier made no effort (o
Justity the position of the government.
He chose the opportunity to revile Mr.
Bennett and his motive§, an act which
he presumably thought would awaken
no protest in the last minutes of a
war session.

But rather than go out after Mr.
Bennett's scalp on a public platform,
he chose the security of the legislative
iRl et i L g gt i




tart and the provisions .of the libel

" Mr. Sifton underestimated the tem-
per of the men who were Mr. Den-
nett's colleagues and succesadrs in the.
Alberta house. |
5 Government Challsnged i

T M. Tweedle was nddressing the |
speaker n llr. Il!nm mat dn-m He !

a single cha.rz agalnst uu seditious
nature of the paper In guestion. Not
only wus. this Im -Ible; Hon. John
R. Boyle furtbiered Mr.\Tweedlc' sas- |
sertipn by declaring the publication 1o
be seditious fn utterance and stating
that |ts publishers should be punished l

Mr. Bifton begun to see the folly of
his outbreak. ~He was belng huuu
with his own petard; torpedoed from |
all angles. He had precipitated a do-
bate in- which the position which he
had taken wus totally untenable. . He
moved that . the house . adjourn for
lunch, and if was intimated that the
lleutenant governor waould be there w]
prorogue’ the session when the mem-.
bers returned at 3.30 o'cloch. ]

When the leglslature did r:-unm-'
ble, Mr. Tweedle asked leave to in-
troduce a motion. As there hld M‘
no_observation of the rules -u
Mr. Speaker granted the nn
member’s request, without nqumu
24 hours' notice.

GalleryApplauds

AMr. Tweedle discussed treason ml
sodition and the responsibility of those
who allowed it ‘with wsuch forco and
conviction that people in the gullcriea

cried: -
“That's it, Calgary! Tell It to

And he told it to them in (erms thas
reddened the cars behind the treasury
Lenches und sent notes fluttering up

and down, apparently to inspire the
back benches to sit tight: and vote
when the premlier did.

Mr. Tweedie's Stand

1 . Mr. Tweedie sald: “I.have
vre\lmnly made & few remarks uj he
subject of ndl!lon and treason in time

war. I wish t i that

tu\w the lumon sympathy r:r n m
r

n.. E oy ca et el Toctings ‘of 1 fealty

m“u:? by, llurt}:ondmom’;ln

pape
fanco 1% publiahed b pien hom'1 be*
ﬂ\le'. Belten 1‘53\ i (olloweP.n :

it
v, m"ﬁ"‘" result i the
e are proug of Tiritish liberty, of

3

orous to the British empire; matter con-
celved to defeat the emuse for which
Canada o empire, Alberta itselr
o puctiticinic the lives of sons. hus de
and fathers: matier to delude
and misinform those familiar with
actunl coumon- and to awaken unrest

and dlscoptent here a €.
U"*WY of Oonﬂdunu

-nd v _government or at! -general
lmﬂt'gm';m:n this of Trénc
an
reaponaibility o ting.
.r‘pcr becaise it has e"'n;o the politl-
CF e 220 s of e paipie. T
o con ;
1 ask W(Iu lntudusod

nmn? by Mr.
mllll‘ (Edmanmn). lhe follo n’:’ Tesolu-

n the opinion of 'this “house
steps should be taken b‘ the
royince, Iﬁmo the
Jepariment " of the attorne
suppress the publication 1
Herold and to prosecute those gumy ol
reason or sedition in connection with the |
Mllﬁltlnn therawith,’'
ropose,”* con
this

erol o o oW abou

S Tweedie. Slso poited out the ridi- |
culousness  of the - premler's contention |
that the investigation uml prosecution of |

sedition and treason being loft to
the department o mlmh. He quoted
ot Mitchell - to

how that the memment bas been de-
alling dn-cmu to try and catch some
lonlrn llﬂl;( near lr\'lnn vho were
spected of voling wrong, at some sedi-
uoul practice.
Annnu‘y -General
A. F. in i lo second the
{m,v‘um\ stated ih ihat e did so with a very
ul o respons| ex
|mmu.f"° him. “With the"Gmpire on:
d war. in which the el
\ces der;l;hnaed thus far would perhai
prove mparison witi -MP
et to be mude tha problem of edition
and treason was something far upart|
frac 'm"l‘ylﬂ( He d care what the
natlonallf nllu or o Mo isher |
who wau r‘uJ the

bounden d\aty of lho lltorn'y nn-m.
department to cute prom puy und
S e S
must st reason, pur-
tieularly’ 8% um such as thlo present.

runled
“May I osked who lu.mduu.l this sub-
ject In this house?  hi
And with no other r.nnwu wnlhlo Mr.
S L
Bl!ﬂﬂl thus convicted himself of being
Llo.m who would l wvnnun
a sitoation, Mr. continued
that hnmwlon dlﬂ' Twee-

b.‘e.',.".‘. s woula ot feL &

E\ﬂlnb’ 8|
wing and Tweedle would gl
dose Of his own medicine without = the

Follow Sifton Biin:

Mr. Imnn has not rnlll‘::? the art of
ting. He elected to accept the sec-

and alternative. It was a bitter selection

and hi: un-vl of it was .:‘c-oompnnlod

R R 'f:;:;. i
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sedition run rampant if the aitoruey gen-
department _wau to. Messrs,
Glendenping, Smith, Stauffer and

‘were absent when the vote was
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