SIFTON CANNOT EVADE
ILITY.

4 provincial government is hard put to
to defend its failure to prosecute the
berta Herold.
i ““When the war broke out”’ the Bulletin’s
ing. article yesterday declared ‘‘the
minister of militia appointed Capt. C. F.
Hamilton of Ottaws, as chief newspaper cen-
“sor for Canada, with a staff of assistants.
“Instructions were prepared by Capt, Hamil-
ton and sent out to newspapers, setting forth
‘the lines of conduct the papers were required
to follow. The department thus assumed,
. and quite properly, authority to lay down
regulations as to what kind of matter relat-
ing to the existing circumstances the news-
papers were entitled to publish, and did
promulgate such regulations. If any papers
hive been pubhshmg matter not conformable
10 these rules it is for the department which
made the rules to take steps to enforce com-
pliance with them or to prevent a continuance
of their violation.””
* We have before us a copy of the censor’s
3 instructions referred to, and also the letter
which accompanied them. There is no men-
tion therein of the department’s having as-
sumed any ‘“‘authority to lay down regula-
tions.”” The lotter noted that the newspaper
publishers were anxions to co-operate with
the minister of militia and defence ‘‘to for-
ward the military and naval interests of the
country’’ amd in_ order to effect this object
the memorandum was being forwarded by
the censor’s offiee giving ‘‘the precise in-
formation as to what sort of news it was
undesirable to publish.”

Nowhere in the memorandum is there any
reference to the possibility of the appearance
of ‘'such articles as have found a place in the
columns of the Alberta Herold. The depart-
nignt never thought of making regulations
to govern such cases. It knew that the
criminal law of the country provided for the
punishment of those guilty of sedition and
it assumed that the provincial governments,
having been charged under: the BN.A. Act
with the duty of enforcing that law, would
proceed to do so. 2

- But the prenrer of this province bas dis-
claimed all responsibility. on the part of his
govermment for such prosecution. In doing
so he is playing a political game that in viow
of the erisis in national and imperial affairs
with which we are face to face must be to
the lasting disgraee of Alberta.

In the course of Thursday afternoon’s
delate in the legislature Mr. Sifton stated
ihat ‘‘the aetions taken throughout the
British Empire in regard to treason have all
Leen taken by the war office ‘and it is not
left to local authorities to take action in mat-
ters of this kind.””

How close to the truth this statement of |
the premier’s is may be seen from an article
which appears in a recent issue of the London
Telegraph. Referring to the great activity

of German agents in the old land, it says: ‘
\

“The country is studded with magis-
trates, and there are scores of chief con-
stables. Every case in which there is first-
hand evidence—circumstantial or otherwise
—such as would convict a known criminal in

circumstances ought to be brought
to the attention either of a magistrate or the
superior police authorities in the locality con-
cerned. If either fails to act, then the facts
should be laid before the home office.

¢ Every precaution sanctioned by humani-
ty and necessary for national safety ought to
‘be taken. We are engaged in a life-and-
‘death struggle, and we cannot afiord to leave
‘open a loophole by which we can be injured.””
“" Does the London Telegraph or does Mr.
Sifton properly represent what is being done
Jn Great Britain? The extract shows con--
vely that the local authorities are not
g for any instructions from army head-
quarters to take action. But if justice is not
by them aeting according to the ordin-
y. procedure, then the home office, not the
ffice, intervengs.

' home office is that department of the
h' government which discharges the
undér our federal system in
Wntvelapon the attorney-generals
a{ rious provinces. In defining ‘the
‘m “bome secretary the En-

ht ‘the’ Maaimtnante
attends to the ad-
1 ’ .

f this, still
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‘that his attorney-general has no duty to per-
form in dealing with such a case as’ 'Jut of
the Alberta Herold? =~ 0
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