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| deportation to their homes. Since the

 tween five to eight thousand of these

SERIOUS PROBLEM
FACES CHARITIES

Distress Now as Great as In
Worst Period of Last
Winter

#—#—-‘-

AUSTRIANS ARE MENACE

Five to Bight Thousand Desti-
tute Reservists May Make
Trouble Unless They
Are Cared for

*

That the present conditions of un-
emplovment and hardship among the

| poorer classes in Montreal are as had

as they were during the warst period
of last winter, which wasg exception-
ally hard, was the statement mate yes-
terday by Mr, Rufus ID. Smith, secre-
tary of the Charlty Organization So-
ciety, in conversation with The Ga-
Zzetie,

The problem of dealing with the
unemployed among the Austrians of

Montreal, who number from five 1o
eight thousand, was also mentioned by
Mr. Smith as being a serious one, but
the Charity Organization Society, af-
ter recélving numerous requestsg  for
assistance from Austrians, decided that
the matter of relieving their distress
was not within the scope of the so-
clety, but should be dealt with in some
way by the Federal Government. ""‘j
letter was accordingly sent to the
Grovernment deseribing the gituation 1n
Montreal, and requesting that somo
official action be taken in dealing with
unemployed aliens., [Pending some re-
ply from the Government, the Austrian

applicants are being referred to the
Meuriing Institute. %

A special meeting of the executive of |
the society with Board of Trade rep-
regsentatives, in order that the matter
may also be dealt with locally, has
been arranged for Monday next, as @
result of the following letter sent hy
Mr. Smith to Mr. R. J. Dale, president
of the Board of Trade:

“The Charity Organization Society
would like to bring to the attention of
the Montreal Board of Trade the ser-
inus distress among the many Aus-
lrian reservists in Montreal.

“For some time previous to the open-
ing of the war, considerable numbers

of these men were coming t this
organization for assistance and for

opening of the war many have come
asking for bread and a place to sleep.
No doubt you are aware that a depu-

tation of Austrians, introduced by the|
American consul-general, Mr. Bradley,
' hasg recently interviewed the citv au-
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tharities regarding the opening of soup
Kitchens.
“"We probably have somewhere be-
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men, mostly single, and the majority |

reservigts. in the city. Such a body of
men, starving and in great distress,
mayv become a serious menace this
winter,

“For the loecal charities to deal ade-
quately with this problem is an im-
possihility. To this organization it
was peculiarly a problem for the Fed-
eral Government to deal with, as these

men are reservists of a foreign coun- |

try, in many casges prevented from go-
ing inte the United States, and immi-
grants hrought here largely through

(Canadian immigration advertising. |

 Surely the Federal Government should

make provision for these men, if neces-

sary, in barracks or camps.

“Our local charitable organizations
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have a heavy task to face this winter,

and cannot asgume the task of lookine
after and German reservistgs, Would

it be possible for the Board of Trade |
to take this question up and bring it/

to the attention of the Federal Gov-
ernment? [ understand that the same
question is facing other cities of the
Dominion,

“The officers of the Charity Organi-
zation Society would bhe glad to meet

with the Board of Trade, if vou so de-

gired, to discuss the situation”
RUSSIANS NEED RELIEF.

Not only, however, have the Aus-
trian laborers been feeling the pinch |

of want, but many applications for
relief have been received from mem-
bers of the Russian colony, which in-
clhudes fwo or three hundred families

and Rev. V. F,. Sakovich, a Russian|
Orthodox priest, resident in this city,

in speaking with Mr. Smith recently.
propounded a scheme whereby a regi-
ment of one thousand Russian reserv-
iste might be formed in «"anada. with
headquartergs in Montreal under the
Canadian Militia Department. That
the ranksg of such a regiment conld

easily be filled was the conviction ex- |

pressed bv Rev. Mr. Sakovich, who
said, however, that one serious 4.
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culty wonld have to be overcoms, |

namely, that most of the men willing
to join the regiment wonld be l1ahble to
bhe called home to serve in the Russian

army., |

Speaking of the general conditions !

of distress. NMr. Emith sald that ™ the

CaAges now coming to the notice of the |

Charity Organization Sociely were
about ags numeraus as during the worst

part of iast winter, and that greater’

distress was expected and being pre-

pared for "

“We are working at top speed.™ Mr.
Smith said, "One thing we find is
that the applicants for help seem to
e of a much wider variety of nation-
alities than usual There are manvy
cases of Itallans, Russians, and espec-

ially Austrians, We are trying to

work out a scheme whereby a satis-
far?nr'v‘_r Fﬂl!‘tﬂl*ﬂ "f th"" diffir ii}t\l- "I'f
handiing all the cases may be reached

"A special appeal bas been made by

circular letters sent to four ovr five

thousand people for subscriptions to
an emergency atd fund which has
been organized, and already we have
Nad many generous  responsges, onn
cause of sepecial @ satisfaction to us
being that many persons have elther
sent us handsome lnmp sums or prom-
i*ed to make monthly donatinns of
cash az long 98 the war iasts. EBut we

Enow that this letier will nnt reach |

many persons who would be willing 1o
help, and even small sums would be
£ladl v Rccept i)

“"We expeft to have many unususl
cases to deal with™ Mr. Smith went
o, "Aand we are going to take special
measures to meet (he demands upon e

during the winier, Already we have
made arrangements for an up-town
f_rﬂ?ﬂ_ thil‘h *13' ?"ﬂ ﬁ]’Pnﬂi & T -

A meriing of 1he STt Yy's Exergtive
was held vesterdary evening to discuyse

Brrangements for relief work, bhut nath.

ing of a definile nature has yet Heen
arrived at
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