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With Austrian War Prisoners Brought
in Court Yesterday

PRISONER WELL EDUCATED
IMMIGRANT FROM RUSSIA

John J. Rowens, 337 Market street,
Toronto, appeared i the police court
yesterday morning, and was charged
with high treason (i seeking to assist
the enemy’s reservists to leave this
country to join the nNghting forces
against us in Europe. He pleaded not
suilty and was remanded without bail
He will be tried in & higher court. The
oftence s punishable by death,

Howens s emplosed in the steam-
ship offices of Mr. Louls rofsk
and was arrested on Wednesday after-
noon by Plainclothesmen Maurer and
Hess, following information given to
the Toronto poilce by the Immigration
officers at Niagara Falls, Ont.

On Tuesday evening the officials at
the Falls stopped a party of Austrians
who had tckets to the United States.
Not satisfied with tHe statement that
they were Roumanians, the officers fur-
ther questioned members of the party
through an interpreter. They are al-
leged to have admitted that they had

been hrought to the Falls by Rowens
with the alleged Intention of evading
the immigiation officers to g0 to Aus-
tria to take part {n the present con-
fliet, The Information thus obtained
was sent to the Toronto police, who
immediately arrested Rowens

Rowens wis taken to Stanjey bar-
racks. An investigation was held on
Thursday. The examination of the

y of Austrians brought from the

Falls required some time Each of
fifteen witnesses, it is stated, fdenti-
fied Rowens as the man who had
eomie to them at & camp near the
Falls and persuaded them to leave
the country. Rowens, ® Is said, told
the Adstrisns, who were out of em-
ployment. that they could do betier
in their own country, where they were
needed

There is the possibility that others
will be Involved as the case proceeds.

Rowens is well educated, speaking
many languages. He emigrated to
Canaca from Russa:



