LIBERALISM AND THE W\R.
Tho sreat war bus been a cause of
profound grief 10 wll who belleve 1o
emocratic  goverument and inter-
national peace. It has seemed to them
Bal werything they cherished has
been overwhelmed by a tide of
savagery risiug awiftly from springs
of national hate. A1l thelr dreams of
numan progress are destroyed. Al
neir plans for soctal betterment
are shipwrocked  The accumulated
aational wealth that they hoped to
apply o vast cumpaigns  against
poverty, disease and vice, by which
nations would bhave @ Dew birth
freedom, s being blown Into the wir-
The flower of the young manhood of
the nutions has been turned intg
eannon fodder  Militarism, the foe of
democracy, the breeder of privilege,
s cuthroned A kreat natlon, leading
the world in wany felds of human
endeavor, has roverted to barbaridm in
3 night. throwiug off e veneer of
civilization  and  revealing 0 An

astonished universe the lineaments of
e Goth and the Hun. In the midst
o such a cataclysm, Liberallsm,

thunderstruck
wonders if the

and heart-broken,
ad of the world for
it han not come. If there is any escape
trom n aew cycle of savagery, in
which all the resources of civilization
®ill be employed to buttress barbaric
systems of government.

To these feelings of despair & braver
Wirit s succeeding; and Liveralism,
i all lands beneath the sway of west-
#rn civilization, 4 now bracing ltselt
for the great task before it—the task
of making this crtastrophic war a
blessing to this weary war-cursed
world, of esuring that these tens of
thousands of ardent young souls who
are giving up their lives on sea and
1and shall not die fo vato. This war,
as 18 now clear, had to come. For
the first month of the confiict the
view was often expressed that this
Wwas & causeless, unnecessary war, the
wrrible result of the blundering of
diplomatists. A great English journal
aven referred to it as a * passionless”
war because no great principle was
at stake. Today the passions exclted
by s war go deeper than ever be-
fore—never were there such tremend-
oua and far-reaching issues submitted
1o the judgment of the sword. The
‘aunon has blown dowp the walls of
the fool's paradise in which we lived,
with a blissful confidence that the
rising power of democracy and.
Srowing commercial Interdependence
of the nations would gradually estab-
{lish an era of permanent internationat

Mutnces—and the old iseue of free-
dom op tyranny has once more to be
mhmemmoldnywm
\Judgment ot war.
m-r will either lberalize or
ize the world. The Prus-
Mastiation of the world by the Viotory
O Germany is & remote contingency;
‘40 Kaiser and hs hopts will break
Uemseive against the Impreguable
of the natfons M soek 1o

But Germany, n defeat,
it l_nmx the world with ‘the
Which has been her own un-.



venturer; but his| ov w  Jeft
Europe in the grip of the Holy Alll-,
ance, Whose, theorles of government
have found their perfect fulfiiment in
the Prussia of today. :
Assuming, as we think we bave
a right ‘o do, the ulgimate
victory of the Allies, the future
of the world will depend upon the
manner in which the War ends.
To carry it too far would be almost

as fatal as o endde 100 s00n. There
is @ danger that the AgE re-
cognizing the fuliMty of thelx enter-

prise, may take steps to bring about
a peace which will be nothing but a
truce. Wo shall probably be saved
from (his by the Kaiser's vanity; but
it 18 possible that ho may have the
sense to see, after’ the blood-letting
has continued for another three
months, that he has attempted the
impossible. In that event he might
secure an adjustment of the War upon
conditions which would enable Ger-
many to renew her plans for an
attempt at world-conquest at a later
date. That could only result in all
the nations of the world setting about
the business of re-arming themselves
upon a egale hitherto unkaown. Even
though'the forms of democracy might
be  preserved, military  extgencies
woild determine our national policles,
and the soldler would be the control-

K fgure in our government. We
conld not escape conscription, or
something very like It There would
be o money avaliable for great
seh of sccal reconstruction. Wa
should produce our own Treitschkes
and Bernhardis  Ail programmes of
soclal betterment and political reform
could be put aside for a century In
that event one could echo Huxley's
Aesire that, If progress were |mpos-
sible, a wandering romet ghould come
albng aud destroy the world

The waur is not, however. lkely
to end 100 foon, but It may be pro-
longed too long  We must not over-
look the significant fact that if the
world, after the conclusion of this
war, s 1o coter upon a period of
peace and partial disarmament the
German people must be consenting
parties. The German race ia Central
Kurope numbers al least seventy-five
million sowls. They cannot be crushed,

any more than an equal numboer of
Anglo-SBaxons could be beaten into o
state of abject subjection. If this war
is to free the world from fts horrible
burden of militarism, 1t must first
open the eyes of the Gorman people
1o the wickedness and folly of the
idealn which they have been cultivat-
ing for the past forty years. This
world's tragedy is the direct conse-
quence of the fatlure of Liberalism to
make a stand 1n Germany against the
‘nblulullnm of the Kaiser and the
rowing domination of the Prussian
military caste. By the default of
Liberallsm in Gerwany, that nation
lost the beacon lights by which
it might have found ¥ts way 1o politi-
cal freedom It has been a country
without a free press, a free parlia-
ment or free universities—the State,
which was merely the other name for
@ huge military (machine, has con-
trolied all the agencles of Alscussion
and education. The exception to thls
generalization—iie existence of fhe
Soelal Democratic party—was-not a
factor of any, wejght In_the govern-
ment of the éopatry.

Now, the war, If it Is (o have any
justification for its frightful cost in
iife and treasure, must bring about a
state of affalrs in Germany that will
not onlygput powes into the hands of
the people but will Iiberate the people
from the barbaric raclal superstitions
that have obsessed them—the I(dea
that they are the chosen pebpic. that
they have u right (o dominalr the
world, that there is l!ﬂ such thing as
international morality, that might is
right. that_anytaing done by .a Ger-
man for the supposed advantage of
Gormany i theraby consecrated and
purified, however repellent ft may be
to old-fashioned ideas of morallty and
decency. The only means to this
liberation are a vigorous war and a
Just peace—a war which will ‘demon-
strate to the Germans that their (deas
of world-conquest are impracticable,
and a peace which, having in it
minimum of humiliation, will facHi-
tate a re-unfon of_the democraci¢s of
the nations now at war, which i the
only guarantee of future " The
Dbeople of Germany should not ¥ left
with a legiimate grievance which
would make them the willing victims
of a new generation of militarists
who will attempt to succeed fhe dis-
credited war lords of today.

This, then, shodld be the war pro-

Empire: The unfling ::x’.m«.
of the war, by «.&h within
our power, uatil the military power
of Germany is definitely overthrown;
then ‘a helping hand to the disillu-
sioned and - disheartened German
Deople, with 8 view to future friend-
ship ushering in a period of.

lives In valn.
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