SHOULD ALIENS VOTE? :;.;
Should aliens vote at the civic elec=1to

tions? jLe
[t is estimated that on the civic t1h|

voters' lists there are the npnames of "
from four to five thousand aliens, |
In the use of the word “aliens” let i

it not be understood that there is any K
ol
desire to cast the slightest w-llurlmnim

upon the citizens who have not taken
out their papers. They may be us|.,
deeply interested in the property and | g

financinl welfare of Winnipes as Brit- | T
ish subjects, ::
In all other countries, however, the is

right to vote is emblematic of full citi- {y
zenship. It is intended In oOur coun- |8
try that only full-fledged British sub-
jects should exercise the franchise.
Laws there are to prevent aliens from |
voting, but under our civie charter s

such happy-go-lucky conditions uxisﬂl
that only by guess work are aliens ex- i'h
cluded from the voters' list b
An Austrian or a Turk, for instance,iq
might have come to Winnipeg a vear d
ago, purchased a piece of property,
registered the same, and, under nm‘id
jaw, his name would in all probability, e
duly appear on the voters' lists for the |

civie election of 1914 'y
Doubtless all British subjects would II‘J
prefer that British voters alone should ll
C

have a voice in the election of c-un-}_l
ll-

irollers, aldermen and trustees next |,
week, . :t

The question then arises as to |
what steps should be taken to c¢oOn- l
fine the franchise to thuse legally and
rightfully entitled to vote.

The law provides that any person
entering a polling booth to vote may
he sworn as to whether he or she is
a British subject,

Discrimination among British sub- |
jeots in a polling-booth would not he
tolerated in a Canadian city, therefore
the only course open to the civic rulers
desirous of confining the elections to '
British subjects, 18 to devise some
means of thorough scrutineering; in
other words, swearing all volers on
the qualification of British citizen-
ship.

We are living in war times, and the
probability is that the citizens would
not murmur if put to a slight incon-
venience for the sake of confining the
election to British voters, and exclud-
ing aliens from a voice through a Brit-
ish ballot-box.

We are informed that the law may
be invoked if only the clvie authori-
ties dare to put it into eflect,

1f the authorities shrink from what
geems their plain duty in the matter it
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ism within the power of any body of
citizens to appoint scrutineers at every
poll, with instructions to swear every
voter,

For vears The Tribune has called
attention to the state of the civic vot-
ers' lists, and appealed to the authori-
ties to amend the law. We have point-
ed out how aliens might be Kept off
the listg, and also how to guard agalnsi
repeaters in the casze where a rate-
payer's name is registered, say in
two, four or half a dozen wards,

It citizens feel that four or ftive
thousand aliens should have the privi-
leges of British citizens at the ballot

box next week, then the course (g to
do nothing. If, however, it is felt that
the franchise is a privilege for British
citizens, then it is up to the mavor
and council, or the ecitizens, on their
own initiative, to make a move,



