CANADIAN CLUB RESOLUTION

When the British Empire and Allles
Lave triumphed in a cause of honor
and the liberty of natious, and the
strife of war is over, it is the inmost
desire of every true Diritish subject
that  individually and collectively the
iritish people throughout the world
“iall be conscience clear. AS yet we
are scarcely within the enemy’'s couns-
try, but when we get there In force, |
at an early date, it is the sincere hopo |
of the nation that our men will obey |
(he rigid laws laid down by Kitchener,
rench and other noble commanders,
+nd show to the enemy and the world
at large that Britain's morality, con-
solence and character are outstanding
in war as well as In peace; in the en- |
“my's country as well as on our own |
sull.

\While our soldiers are upholding the
highest reputation of our Empire on
the battlefields, it i8 for us at home,
where life {8 ease and luxury compars-
od with the sea and land hardships of
our defenders, to guard well the Brit-
ish reputation for fair and square ﬂeal-
ing. In Canada, we nust not rurgut
that we sent our agents, under gove rn- | |
ment authorization, to Austria, Ger-
many, Belgium, France, Norway, Swe-
Jden and many other European coun-
tries, to tell of our fertile pruiries, our
forests and our mines. U pon our rep-
resentations and a warm invitation,
there have come to our shores hun-
dreds of thousands of aliens. Our poli-
ticians, with a haste In excess of wis-
dom, invited newcomers, foreign to our
ways and our language, to participate
in the full rights of citizenship on the
shortest of notice. We can all testify
(o the fact that hundreds of thousands
of these people from foreign lands
have become Canadian In thought and
in spirit and would, we believe, take |
up arms in defense of Canadu aguinst
any European invader, or invaders in-
apired by European Iinfluence. We
cannot make these people from wlien
countries loval by Dbelng suspicious
of their loyvalty, nor can we,
aven it we admit that | o
were desirable to do g0, Oblit-
crate by one wave of a magic wand,
(e pnatural affection for the homeland
that burns in every well-constituted
Lreast. l.et us he practical. Within
the hearts of teng of thousands of
Canadian Germans and Ausgtrians
there is sorrow-—-the deepest SOrrow-—
(hat thelr resopective countries should
have been misled into this war by the
militarists of Germany, but they still

we the native soil—home s home—
s many of us love the scenes of our
GMldhood in England, Scotland, Ire-
nd or Wales,

Suspicion breeds suspicion, We
ave, not thousands, but hundreds of
housands, of people of Austrian and
crerrzan birth among us. Our inten-




tion ig not to deport them. Surely our |

desire {8 not to give these Canadians-
in-the-making unnecessary  offense.
This brings us to a resolution to be
submitted for the approval of the Can-
adian Club on Saturday. It reads:

“Whereag the Rritish Empire is at
war with Germany, Austria-Hungary
und Turke{.

“And whereas many  positions of
responsibility and trust in Canada are
‘hela by those who have come to us
from these countries, and who are still
in sympathy with their fellow-couns
wrymen in KEurope,

“And whereas  such syvmpathy,

though not necessarily  inconsistent
with an attitude of loyalty to Cunada,
may in some cases result In injury to
the en se for whith Canadians are
ighting and will in all cases expose
the syvmpathlzers to suspicion merited
or unmerited,
' *Therefore, be it resolved that the
Canadian Club of Winnineg uree the
government of Canaca, the government
and municipalities of Manitoba, to
transfer or suspend for the period of
the war all those officers or employes
who mayv reasonably be held to be in
sympathy with our enemics, from of-
fires or employment in which they
have it in their power to do bharm to
lL"nnudu or the Rritish Empire.”

| 1Is there a feeling thot Premler Bor-
den is lax in his puardianship of Em-
pire interests in this part of the British
world? We Jdo not share in any such
feeling. Our bellef ig that he {8 ncting
wisely and well, and taking precau-
tlons which it I8 undesirable, in the
'public iInterests, should always be
made known. The press I8 co operat-
ing and in close touch with Ottawa
authority. A word to the newspapers

'

A —

and practically anything is suppress-

ed that might, in the slightest degree,
prejudice LEmplre interests., If it s
believed that there are German en-
emieg or strong sympathizers with
iermany in the public service, the
Canadian Club's executive wi]l find
'Hon. Arthur Meighen or Sir Robert L.
i‘l!uﬂ]vn ready listeners to any repre-
gentations or sugeestions, made in
private; not publicly,

By proclaiming from the housetops
our suspicions and calling upon the
- government to do this or that with re-

gard to suspects, we may, unwittingly
and with no bad intentlons, of course,
defeat the very object almed
:ut. sSir Robert Borden {8 a man
of excellent judgment. We do not
 think it wise to Instruct him in his
. duties, without very full and com-
, plete knowledge that he has shown
~ himself to be a negligent administrat-
~or. We see from day to day that Can-
, ada 18 virtually under military rule
- during the war, and the central gov-
. ernment has power to go to any limit
in the full protection of the Empire's
linterests,
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