ESPIONAGE AT ﬂm\u{

SUSPICIOUS LOOKING MEN
COMMON AT THE CAPITA l‘,

Merely Looking for Jobs—Many
Went Home at Outbreak of War. |

The efficiency of the German sys-
tem of secret service and the perfec-
tion of their methods of espionage
have lnll‘ been one of the ymudeul
of m: the 1and,
and: unqnulun»ly eon\nuu 2
strong contributory factor in the
plan and execution of its military
operations. How it works in Canada,
where its operations are carried on
and the character and design of the
general scheme are subjects of con-
stant investigation by the authorities

of the Dominion Government. {

Ever since the war broke out—'
and previously, for that m:
own secret service agents have been
keeping in close touck with the xitu-
ation, and to them has come fairly
convincing evidence that Canada has
not been at all overlooked by Ger-
many In the allocation of those who
engaged in bostile espionage or the
supply of information calculated to
be of more or less vital advantage to
the enemy.

Cases ate known where this plan
of campaign has been going on for,
years. The German who ostensibly |
was in Canada to reside permanently
or was here on business without the
nmnun apparent association with

has {n many instances since hos-
Uiities broke out, disappeared, baving
accomplished bis purpose.

For one that has gone, however, &
acore remain. Every city and district
fn Canada to-day furnishes to them,
n greater or less numbers, & hospi-
tality which T most instances 1s open
and unsuspecting.

y of these have disappeared

from their appearance and the char-
mcter of their supposed callings
would be less likely to arous

clon. Inany event, they are still
‘with us in uncomfortable numbers
admits of no doubt. Not a day passes |
but that the Government is over-
 whelmed with communications call-
ing attention to supposed acts of es-
pionage. Allowing that many of them
are unfounded and that in most of

the rest there is an insufficfent war-
 rant for apprehension, the extensive
existence of -the system cannot be
questioned, nor ean the need of cau-
tion by the Canmadian people be too
strongly emph:
Concrete cases, of which there are

| reticence, and the

able view that publicity might be &
| Qeterrent or injurions factor. A bum-
ber of them, however, have come to
light in Ottawa and furnish fostruc-
tive illustrations of the methods In

 and the Miljtia Department was at ita
[ buslest preparing for thé despatch of
the first division, when a well-dressed
man, polished fn manfers, approach-
ed one ol the leading officers of the

| De
(P Would iney tell him bow many
\rlﬂel the Canadian militla_possess-
£d?” was the modest question. When
Siked his motive in making such a
query, he represented himself ag be-
| foE connected with & British arma-
| ment firm, which could readily re-
plenish oy paucity fn the domestic
supply, but, of course, would like to
know all about our rifie equipment,
| the ammunition used, and amount of
i1t and rlﬂel on hand, and the capacity
of our factorles in turning out more.
| This e was no sranger, He had
| been around Ottaws for a couple of
years, o. ' nsibly a minerologist, with
a reputation as a good fellow, and
‘more or less prominence in cerfain
| gocial sets. It is needless to say that
 the fnformation sought was not forth-|
coming, and the gentleman was, in
| fact, advised to make his disappear-
ance In relatively short order.

The instance above cited is by no
means Ilnl Just 8 fe days ago.
a stylish ed y

| viouly. - Gennm but omnmly a
| former Swedish naval officer, now a
“naturalized and enthusiastic Can,

dian,” applied at a Department in
' Ottawa for a clerical position. The
| Department in question has much to

do with war correspondence.
" Curlously enough he was highly
recommended by a Canadian of pro-
| minence; The assumption is that the
| good-hearted Canadian who furnish-
ed the letter of trulrnlhl- was_in-
ine the employ-

; s ing but strong sus-
| picion rematns. Hq.dldn't get the
| Job. .

Care Was very Dro]

'/ and a censorship of news esfablished
!in regard to the movement of our
| troops, but fhere is no reason
doubt that Germany was kept advise
of doings at Valeartier; of the em-
barkation at Quebec, and of the date
fling of the cortingent. The
strewn off the Irish coast, ac-
e belleved
% the' Admiralty to have been Iaid
. Canadian (ransports. German sub-
Toarines Hikawise 1atd Tn wal. - The
scheme failed, but the information as
1o the movement of our troops was
flashed indirectly to Germany and

Wi

“pacific

'-lfecllu ylil of activity, carefully
being watched by the Government,
concerns the maintepance of Ggrman
trade with Canada and the forward-
fog from Canada of supplies destined
for Germany. Evidence has come to
light of extensive attempts to buy un
Canadian produce, to shiy to the
United States, have it forwarded from
thére to Hollagd or some meufr:l
Nmntrv. but ultimately to reach Ger-

7" No effort is being spared (o
eonyle!rly block any sucis hostile
terp!




