SPIRING AGAINST THE
. SCHOOL SYSTEM. - A
n{mmxon by The Free Press
| pat, in its opinion (it expressly stated
‘gat it spoke only for ‘tsell),’the time
3ad come to exempt the towns and
 cities of Manitoba rom the operation
o the bilingual provisions of the
public Schools Act, except’ where
(here are already vested rights in this
unection, has created. a decided
L In the camp of the enemles of
lm:nnlk school system. g
In pojnt of fact. there is' nothing
‘gei In this position which The Free
Press has avowed. 1t has been stated
o these columns many times that
any attempt to enforce the bilingual
grovjsions in the towns and clties of
Manitoba. aud particularly In Winni-
¢ rewui insthe immediate ex-
l these Iocalities from the
Aet

The Mlinxua! clauses of the Schools
Act have been on the Statute Book
since 1897, With the exception of St.
Bontface. there is no city or town in
Mapitoba u which an attempt has
Bren made 'o compel bilingual teach-
fag In the sciools.  The'law has been
in rural settlements,
nlish - speaking races

i3

v, signs that
# concerted wttempt is to be made to
wend the operations of the law into
e urban centres. In somé of the
ouatry towns pressure s belng ap
pied, s0 far unsuccessfully, to bring
about bilinguul teashing. To date the
%! Boards have resisted the pres-
and the applicants have not
fhoaght it discreet to invoke the law,
dieh 13 specific in ‘ts provisiags, lest
should be followed by an explo-
of popular indignation which
d bring down the wholefabric of
ualism in Manitoba. ‘
‘There is reason to belleve, however,
tbere is a growing disposition on
of (he upho'ders of bi-
palism to insist upon their legal
fighs and trust to thelr political
to save them from unpleasant

| In Wianipeg our public .-clmoli
irem could be absolutely wrecked
% 4 demand by the people of the
Yariows mpationalities resident here
‘it the privileges conferred upon
B the statute be put into opera-
The law says that where n any

there are ten children of any
flar uaticnality, the parents of
children can demand bilingual
etion in Euglish and in their
tongue. By the Coldwell amend-
18 of|\ 1912 every schoolroom Is
d as o school. What, then, would
he result if in the districts in
{peg in which there are non-
h-speaking elements of popula-
the law should be applied jn its
2

re are schools in the north
of Winnipeg in which in every
the statutory right for the in-
o of pupils not only in Eng-
but in Ruthenian, in Polish, and
fome cases in.a third language as
f.1s dormaat, ready to be invoked
wWoment's notice. Theré are also
in which bilingual
ng I German or Icelandic or
or Yiddish could be-enforced
83 legal right. 1f the demand for
K teaching were gade, the Winni-

blic school system to ab-

\
mpracticability of applying
Uitkual provisions to the public
a8 they now exist in Winnl-
30 obvious that it is not pro-
b Bt any conesrted sttempt to
s state of affairs about would

fexcepting as a 3..;- toa
Ted end. That end would
% adoption by the Winnipeg:
Board of (he Goldwell amend-
I the spirit in which they were
" we come near to the
intention of these amendments,
UPon our Statute Book as the
Of & secret cpbal, for the pur-
ringing the pablic school

y the School Board fall in |,
Be plans of the Minster of
and those in whose behalf

drafted, we

¥e scattered over the city
a con

Schools, They would, be.

s not on the basts




1 ek "Gonat
 remains ‘obdurate, 1o invoke
tlie powers of the bilingual provisions
of the Public School Act, with its re-
sulthg confusion and dislocation of
the public school system. o :

It seems 1o The Free Press that it
would be wise, before the damage
done,’ to. remiove the weapon Wit
‘Which our public school system In the
city of Winnipeg might be destroyed.
It is probable, of course, that the
political parties will, for prudential
reasons, fight shy of so_gdrastic s
remedy, hoping that fear of the con-
spquences will restrain, the promoters
of this movement from procesHing
with - thelr plans. No doubt, in ¥lew
of the possibilities ofserious (fouble
to themselves, the Government will
give semi-official intinrition that ac-
tion upon the proposed 'lines would
be most dangerous. 3

people of Manitoba s to be on the
alert for possible eventualitles. This
is an issue which far transcénds
ordinary poligies. 1 It Is precipitated
by action of the nature Indicated,
other political considfrations must be
put to one side until it Is settled fin~
ally by being settled right. Nothing
less than the whole future of Cang-
dian civilization In the West is in-
volved.



	1914-12-19-MFP-Conspiring-Against-the-School-System-C 1
	1914-12-19-MFP-Conspiring-Against-the-School-System-C 2

