RIGHTSOF ALIEN ENEMIES
The Globe (1844-1936); Dec 23, 1914; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Globe and Mail
po. 6

RIGHTS OF ALIEN ENEMIES,

Civil rights of an allen enemy have been un-
der consideration in British Colimbia, and one
court hars declded that he has a standing before
them «o long as e continues peacefully to follow
his voeation,  An Austrian who was injured while
emploved by o mining company sounght to recover
damages and wax et by the plea that, as an alien
ey, he wag not entitle! to right of action.
This plea was decided agaivst by the lower court,
and unless an appeat is {nken and sustained, the
action will be tried without referenee to his na-
Ativnal allegiance,

This decision may avert undesirable develop-

nients. I alien enemics have no standing  be-
fore our conrts they may be favored as employees
in all hazardous ocenpations.  The mine manager
who knows that the death of a citizen through
any of the aceidents almost inevitable in bis in-
dustry  will entail heuvy payvments for depond-
cnts or relatives  will naturally prefer employees
witit no such claims.  1f the plea had been sus-
tained the alien enremies would be more profitable
cmployees on gecount of the abrenee ol risk of
damage ciaims, Naturally, undsr such cireum-
stances, the Austnian and German workmen would
be the last discharged when the dull reason ap-
proached and the first taken on when  activity
eould be oresumed. CI'his wonld be highly detri-
mental to the men having the standing of citizens
chefore the courts.
; Similar {nfluences have Lreen observed in the
carrving trade of the lower 8t Lawrence.  Ves-
sels of Buropean register and Faropean insurance,
when not held np to the risorous requirements of
British inspection and supervision, are able, in
somie Jines of trade, to zecept rates that make
' sels extremuoly ditienlt,
The absence of Governmental supervision  gives
the vessel owner an advantape, just as the ab-
vence of legal standineg wonld give the foreigner a
competitive advantage in cmployment, It iy evi.
“dent that so Far as it s wine to allow an alen
encmy to follow his voeation peacefnlly it §s wise
to accord hine all the rights and claims of a eiti.
zen o regard to it Any other policy would be
injurious to our own people. especially  while
thers Ly ap orerous prossare of unemployment,
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