NEW NATURALIZATION LAW.

It Defines \Clenrly What Being a
British Citisen Means.

Canadian Associnted Fress.

London, Jan. 4—A new law of
naturalization came into force on
January 1, and from that day there
was established for the first time the
status of citizenship of the British
Empire. “It i3 a step,” says the
Times, ‘“which we welcome with
peculiar satisfaction, Hitherto, so far
as naturalization was concerned, Im-
perial unity meant nothing. As Sir
Wilfrid Laurier pointed out at the
Imperial Conference In 1911, when
reform in this direction was origin-
ally discussed, Americans who enter-
ed Canade and became British sub-
jects under letters of naturalization
were deemed to be American citizens
if they landed in England. Similar
anomalies exlsted in other parts of
the Empire, particularly in Squth
Africa. 'Thus legislative incongrui-
ties led in some cases to the extinc~
tion of nationality and to the loss of
the privileges it confers. This griev-
ance is now removed, and a_ step,
which seems curfously belated, has
been taken to provide, as Lord Em-
mett sald in introducing the bill in
Parliament, for a system of .Imperial
naturalization on & uniform and de-
finite basis throughout the whole
Empire.” |




