Kaiser's Minion Said to Have }
 Wotked to Gain’ Port = |
’ I‘}w Quebec. |

MADE NAVAL BASE|

Domiriion Ministers Did Not
: l;’eltom'e Proposal and = |
Idea Died.

Quebec, Jan. 4.—Did Germany in-{
!clude in her world-wide plans .a
scheme for the'domination ‘of this
’old historic port ? This Is the ques-
tion” which more tham one Quebet
financial, shipping and railygx..men
has. been asking himself recently_as
he recalls a_movement_ which was on
foot a co”h of years uo. but 'hlch
for redions’ whioh/ will_appear later,
was still-born aqd came to naught.

i the winter of 191213 a Gumm'
baroh, & promoter with offices in Mon-
tréal and interests in Porcupine,
broached a scheme for the exploita-
1t!on of the Iste of Orleans, which it
is safe to say Jooked much better to
certain Catiadians at that time than it
ever will again. This same Gegmnan
bafon Ié still in” Montreal, where hé
reports regularly to-the registrar of
allens, and. where his' liberty is said
to Include permission to visit his Por-
cupine holdings occasionally.

Made Overtures to Ottawa.

“The Baron, so the story goes, se-
cured an option on the charter of Le
Compagnie du Chemin de-Fer de Que-
bec at de.'lle d'Orleans, lml. it is
stated, made overtures to the Domin-
fon Government -for ald for the fol-
Iowh, mbitious proposal:

(1) The building of doen
|other necessary Harbor works at the
| edst end of the Island of Orleans:
(2) The building of a raflw
|around the Island which would .eo-_-
| nect these docks nnd the city of Que-

bec.
(3) By means of a bridge l.loo (ut
long, with a & span to be local
just east of ontmarency Pll
. where the river ig narrow, where et
amination had disclosed good founda-
] ll nd here the water was not
as lo prellnt any great en-
slneerln; difficulties.
(4) The erection of a fine tourist
, hotel upon the helght of the island, at
the west end, overlooking the city and
' the -harbor. of Quebec.
| The bridge was_estimated to-cost
about & millfon and a quarter snd the
éfitire development. involved a mini-
| mom expenditure-of two -millions
1a Inll ln whiel cnnmlow-rnmu(‘
WAS ed to grant a.bridge subsidy
of uco.ooo and the usual raflway sub-
sidy per mile.
Hamburg-American Tormlmu.
The Baron's idea was - to interest
\the Hamburg-American live, 'blch
at this prlnuly-ovned
trofled harbor would escape the Qu—
‘bec harbor dues, and the location of
the docks ot the east end: of 'the, is-
y/land. would, it was claimed, greatly
‘ enlarge the season of nav! ion, In
.
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fact make a new winter




Wwould have meant the dinvestment of
several mmlon dollars by Germap
capitalista and concerns of the high-
est stand

her very was

usias by any of the lon
Ministers 3 .“,
that the pro] did not look
even in th al

way.
Of course the way the present
war has developed l private German
port just below Qi would

"“{..'&f x&m“‘

‘might have
rnum with - serfous
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