NATURALIZATION
LAW IS CHANGED

Status of Citizenship of the
British Emolre is Estab-

REFORM WAS MUCH NEEDED

Requires Qualification of One
Year’s Residence in United
Kingdom

By Canadian

London, Jap. 5.—A new law of
urnlization came Into operation
n January 1sti and there was cs-
bished for  the  first time the
status of citizenship of the Dritish
ipire.

“It is o slep’® says The Timen.
which we welcome with peculiar
satisfaction, sceing that we have
urged it in these columns for years.
Hitherto, 3o far as naturalization
was concerned, Imperial umity
meant nothing.  ‘Tho British Na-
Gonality and Status of Aliens Act.
1914, the main provisions of which
we have already mentioned, now
effects the change that has long
been desired.

n

Affccts Canada.
“AS Sir Wiltrld Laurier  pointed
mt at the Imperial Conference in
1911 whrn reform {n this direction

nx
who en Canada and  became
British «uhleﬂw under letters of nu-
turalization were deemed to  he
American citizens it they landed in
ngland.  Similar anomalles cxisiod
other parts of the Empire, parti-
cularly in South Africa. There, {f a
naturalized British subject of Cape
Colony went to the Transvaal or to
Natal. he was regarded ax an alien
and. it he tried in despair to full
k on the country of his birfh,
that country refused o have any-
thing 1o do with him on the ground
that he had becomé a British sul-
ject. ~ Thus legislative incongrui-

tinction of nationality and to the
loss of the privilexes It confors |
Griesance Now Removed.

“This grievance is now removes, |
and a_step, which see curinunl)‘
belated has been taken to provide.

Lord Emmott said in introducing |
the bill in Partiament, for u
tem of T

Thy
lion Adt f JAT0. Foquls
s vesidenre !

ew
jan. provided that the applicant for
A cortificate  in tlis  country has
pent the year immediately precoed-
ng naturalization 5
Kingdom.  The A %
course, take awas or abridge any
power vested in the Lesislature of
any British possession, but it 18 to
e presumed thal, in the kpirit of
e agreement reacted at the Ini-
perial Conference of 1911, all paria
of the Empire concerned have tx-
presacd thelr readiness to yecognize |
hat the new statute has been 'so |
famcd as o enable each self
governing Dominlon to adopt It*




