Lepden, Jan, 7.<A  new law - of
naturalization came into operation
on January 1st, and these was es-
tablished for the fidst time the- sta-
u‘u of citrenship of the Britsh Em-

“It Is a step,” m\lhe Times,
“which we. welcome with' *peculiar
m\hheuuu. seeing that' we “have
urged it In these colunu. Hitherto,
€0 far as naturalization. was con-
cerned, Imperial unity meant noth-
ing. The British Natlonality and
Status of All Act, 1914, the main
provisions of. which we have ‘already
mentioned, how . effects  the change
nnl has long been dulnd S

he .law ‘proyides, as Lord Em-
mnu ‘sald in introducing the bill in
Parliament, for a “system of Imperial
natu nuon on uniform and .defin-
ue throughout the whole Em-

Y, ‘The Naturalization . Act. of
!x'{o requlr«l a qualification of five
years' residence In the United
¢om; any period of residence I
British oolony did  not collnL

th
‘m-n whl be v years anywhere |1
o british Dominion, pfovldad ‘hn'hc
applicatit, for @ certificate In this
country has spent ‘the year immedi-
ateiy, ing nnlur'llntlon n“the
United Kingdom. The Act (loen not.
of course, take away or abridge
power vested in the lAsilllmn of
any British possessian, but it Is {o be
presumed that, in i o spirit of the
agreement reached at the Imperial
Conference of 1911, all. parts of the
Ewpire concerned have, ex|
*heir readiness to recognize that the
new statute has been “so framed as
to enable eéach ul( governing - Do-
minion to adopt I i3



