- is by thelr own testimony very hu-
{mane; I have not found one instance

" been proffered, In the early days of
" their confinement, frictlon between the |
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'ready to recelve the more serfously |

| Good Food.

Pot bread per day, which General Ot-

' America.

!trouurn. wWarm coat and warm cap,

- tary regulations is dealt with summar-

charge,

- ENEMIES WELL USED

Rev. B. E. Rutzky, of Ottawa,
Reports Visit to Alien Enemies’
Camp at Kingston.

Through the courtesy o! Major
Sir William Otter 1 have received
permission to pay periodical visits to
the interned German prisoners of war
at the different detention camps to
preach the Word of God to these men
and to act as their spiritual adviser
generally. [ &

My first visit was at Fort Henry, |y
near Kingston, Ont., where there are <,
a large number of German prisoners. B
But the courtyard on which the 1:
bujldings used for housing the pris-
oners front, is sheltered from the
worst of the wind and Is very large.
In thia courtyard the- prisoners mxlk,‘

talk, play football and other rugged
Eames.

Their clear skins and alert move-
ments speak well for thelr general
health and gpon Inquiry I found only
a few cases of cold and catarrh
among them. A doctor calls to see the
men every morning, any prisoner
Who feels the need of medical atten-
tion may consult the physiclan and '
will recelve proper treatment. A
well equipped dispensary supplies the |
necessary drugs, while a small and
|#crupulously clean hospital stands
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i1l; both are in charge of two hospit-
al sergeants. At my visit there were |
no sick persons in the hospital

The food served to the prisoners 111
the same as that given to the Canad-
lan soldiera as to quality, and L is
,more In quantity by a quarter pound

ter has been good enough to grant
them for the reason, that many of the
men have been used to five meals a !
day and have not yet succeeded in ad-
Justing thelr systems to be satinfied
with the- stereotyped three square
meals a day as we have them here lnl

When necessary, clothing is served
out to the men without cost as stip-
vlated in (i(nternational agreements; |
thiz clothing consists of the following:
Two sults of underwear, two pairs otl

socks, two outside shirts, corduroy

and strong shoes. Every prisoner re-
ceives a cot, a mattress and two blank-
ets for his bed, every room has a |
heater and is allowed two large scut-
tels of hard coal. My visit to the men
took place in the evening after tbryl
were locked up for the night, and all
‘the rooms visited were well heated.

The prisoners are held responsible
for the thorough dally cleaning of
their rooms, which are Inspected by
the sergeant detalled for that purpose.
"Anybody found iInfringing upon sani-

ily for the protection-of all the pris-
oners. A well arranged laundry and
bathroom with four tubs and hot and
cold water give ample opportunity to
keep clothing and bodles clean. The
few who do not yet seem inclined to
give to cleanliness the proper reeard
are urged to do better by the gentle
persuasion of the genial sergeant-in-

Well Treated.

The treatment accorded to the men

whers a reasonable’ complaint has

guards and the prisoners was more
frequent. But one of the more intelll-
‘gent men explained to me, that anger
'at thelr confinement and consequent
|spitefulness of thelr behavior toward
| thelr keepers was the cause of most of
the trouble. Now that they have cool-
ed down, they cannot fail to see that
the officers In charge from the high-
est to the Jlowest wish to be just and
humane to them.

One of the main grievances seems
ta dbe that thelr mall service is not as
{regular as they might wish., Natural.
ly all the mall, outgolng and Incom-
. ing, 18 subjected to strict censorship,
and too many Iindiscreet statements
may cause the censor to destroy the

'*ml-lu altogether. SBome of the men

in their simplicity mtpm to think that
‘a registry stamp attacheéed to the
letter will ensure safe dellvery with-
out regard to the contents and are
chagrined when they find out theilr
mistake. Any personal matter relating
to the men or t¢o their familles s,
however, passed without objection and
unnecessary delay.

The total number of prisoners at
Fort Henty Includes besides the Ger-
| mans, & large quota of Austrians and
some Turks, but apart from slight
'-tlmlly-.hrl they get along very well

f with one another. Some being musi-
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cally inclined and in possession of In-
' struments, have formed a little band,
'and by dint of diligent practice are
'able to render very creditably nation-
|al hymns, folksongs and choral mus.

kc. _
Men Given Work,

As many of the men as possible
are given employment by the authori-
ties and are pald 26 cents per day for
their labors as specified Dy Inter-
national agreement. But the scope of
work in the fort being rather limit-
ed, time hangs heavily on their hands,
To pass away the time In bad weath-
er and evenings some have taken to
woodcarving and turn out very neat
articles, such as picture frames, lit-
tle bixes, models of full rigged ships,
torpedo boats, Zeppeling, ete. One man




more than ordinar{ly talented in this
respect has bullt & large model of a
harbor crane, which to my uninitiated
eye looked very real and businesslike.
In one of the rooms & motie hangs on
the wall with the diction: “Orendum
est ut »it mens sana In corpore sano."
Everything Is done apparently to
make this humble petition a reality.
The very fact that the officer com-
manding . internment operations has
given his consent to have regular di-
vine services held with these men, be-
pides the afore-mentioned attention
to thelr anima) needs, shows that ev-
erything possible is being done to In-
sure not only bodily comfort, but



contentmTent of mind and spiritual
consolation as well

This is an objective statement of
copditions as 1 have found them
among the men visited, and [ may
asgert that by my own observation I
have satisfled myself, that not only
is the letter of International agree-
ments carried out, but thanks to the
humaneness of General Otter and his
subordinate officers the treatment of
the prisoners of war is kind and con-
siderate as far as consistent with mil-

itary rules.
B. E. RUTZKY,
Pastor St. John's Lutheran Congre-
gation, Ottawa. _
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