should not, by reason-of his wealth, receive "dif-

 BarY; but with restra.int there ghould -be- Yevery.

whoever the accused may be. . We have in mind

:dom from- degra.ding surroundings and assocw.- ‘
‘tions.

"ag much ‘consideration for the man ‘who is pre-
|'sumed to be innocent a8, for him who {s convict-

‘tion as- to placing- prisoners -in the. dock, . ‘But

Treatment of Acciised” Persons-

YA Ca.nadia.n," whose letter we publish, ob-.-
jects to the considera.tion shown {or Mr. Emil .
Nerlich when-- awa.itlag his "trial for high trea.- ’
=on, and commends Col. Denison for ordering him’
into the dock. We quite agree that 3Mr. I\erllch .

ferent treatment from .'my other person accused
of a simila.r offence. The wWrong, however. is not

that Mr. Nerlich was. treated too well, ‘but that
other accused persons are trea.ted badly ~

_ The assumptxon of British law is that every
person mugt be, presumed {nnocent . until he . is
proved guilty. But “in the usuel treaunent of ac-
cused persons betore trial this pnnciple is gross-|
1y’ disrega.rded. Bestraint, of course, is neces-

consideration” that is consis;ent with safet;,

the case of a citizen who wag' thrown into the
patrol ‘sagon;’ rushed. to- the station, and kept In
a cell all night because he had a- disputve with a
resta.urant-keeper over the price of a meal. In
the morning nobody appea.red agamst him and
he was discharged. Surely such .a inan was en-
titled to decent treatment during “his "imprison-.
ment—that is, to cleanliness, quietness, and free-

.

The movement for ‘prison reform ‘proceeds up-
.on the principle. tha.t the prisoner ig-to be ratsed
not degraded. Surely we should show at- least

ed of crime. X
We agreo that there should be no dxscnmma-

why ‘put-any accused‘ man in ‘the dockif the
dock’.is regarded as a place ‘of disgram” If the
dock is merely a’ distinctive place for the ‘ac-
cused, ~as- the. witness _box. is for the..witness,
there is no objection: But everyone ta.ll(s “of'thé
dock as a place of disgrace. Yet it is a.place
for the ‘detention ‘of men ' who may - ‘be innocent
and are presumed to ba innocent unul tho \er-
dict is rendered.. - .- - .

The discusston’ will- be useful :f 1t lea.ds. not
to a more severe treatment’ ot wealthy-men who
may be accused of crimé;’ but to- a. better: treat-
ment of all men and women resting under ae-
cusation. “These men and women are enfitled to
“every consideration.” “There are necessary dis-
comforts connected thh restraint, but these
should ‘be minimized. If it stiould turn out that.

_one is .gullty he should be treated, as well before

convictioh "as afterwards If He should turn out

to be mnocent it is bad enough to subject him

to restraint and nnx!ety. without degradlnf- h:m
—t




