FIGHT FOR RELEASE
OF CERMAN M

Herman Elmer -hf Miche] Union
Interned at Vernon as
~ Alien Enemy

TALKED AGAINST WAR

Heemsan Elmer, of  Michel, well
known to every mipe worker in Sou-
thern Alperta, is repining in Vernon
juil as .n alicp eneuy as”™  xesult of
having uflered -remarks gt the EAZIT-
ning of ithe war to the eficet i all
working men sheuld be against watl.
Flmer, who was seeretaty ol Bl
chel ‘Miners' Ueion, is , Geran, and
now tae United Mine Workers arp
moving Heaven and earith 1o have
him Iﬁ:eralﬂd. {t is likely his casn
will come hefore “the United Mine
Workers' couvention which opens here
en February 15 ‘The Disliicl Ledger,
pllicial mouthpiceo ni the Miners’ Un-
icet i Districc No. 18, nas Uus lo
#ay gboul e case: ‘

lletman Klmer is a well knowa
membper ol ‘Lhe United Minsy W'I:lﬂl'!!'ﬂ|
of America, gnd secretarr ¢i the ?g!i"
chel Local Union ingBritish Columbiis.
Previous to the outhreak ai w&r he
was well known in Lhe Crow's N'E-ﬂ'f-!
Pase Districl Jor Lis aob-militanst
views. ‘Not aunli-militarist |nsoiar 5_15‘
it apnliss-{p any one country, but o
ihe Interpalional sense. When the war
broke out he realized that belny ol
terman origip did nol make his sit-
uatian aay less delicate, apd itom all
repotls was earcful in his ullsranc-
es. Rul at one af the Jocal wnion
meetings e reiterafed his heliel {hat
the warking class of all nalions
should be opposed 1o war. In doing
sn be .was.nol saying anyilbing outl-
rageons, and wnoreover, relid] wupon
ihe pledge ol secrecy which members
ni the minaworkers {aken when thoyv
join the uniom no! {o reveal any-
thing said in mecting. Rut some
member, who had lost 1rspect for his
abligation, cyidenily wenl oul and
reporied what Elmer had sai. This
was the chance which the aubhorilies
had. betn waitipg for. [lmer was ar-
rested and taken to Vernpon jril as an
alien eremy, where he has been in-!
tomed ever since. The mint workers:
have takea the matiter up with the|
Departnieni of Militia, which has 1e-
plieq] that it sres no reasng to adyise!
the relemase of Eimer, but ihat aonc of;
the oflicials of the "depariment is!
comihg wost sometime and will look !
jurther "into the nialter then.: Mean-
while the éxecntive commitioc of the
H. C. Federation ¢f Labar, acting un-|
dar ‘the Insttuctious of {jic convenlion'
of last peek, will make vepresenta.
vions Lo ;the goreramient wilh o view:
1o secyring the 1elegse of  Eiiper.
This i duo g vilmer [rcem the Foder-
alion [n'view of the fact {hat he was




expressing the internavlonal anti-ml-
itarigt views endrrscd by the Federa-
[ipn since its fonndasion.

There semiie ne LCason ebther Lhan
the peneral gne Lin% he is of German
hirth why ne shauld he delained. No
apecific charge of altempting 1o dis-
suade anYone Irom Jolning the Cana-
dlan runh.ng-ﬁnlh. or anvilung delinite
ke that s Jaid againsl im, and he
should ke given his liborty al legat vp-
der th: gusranioz of Lhe officeTs ol the
Izine woIkers, :
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