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The first trial for _high: treason
"known -in Toronto “for sevénty-ﬂ\'e
years started in the Criminal Assize
Court ‘yesterday before,.Chlef Justice
Sir Wm. Mulock, when Paul Mazur,
an” Austrian, was chargéd with at-
tempting to assist -other Austrians to
leave'Canada in violation of the laws
against-iglien enemies, The prisoner
himself was s late member of the
Canadlen militia, having served, in the
‘Cobourg Heavy Battery ond the 46th
‘Port Hope Regiment, ~ '
Too Much Sentimentality. .

Addressing -the jury, Crown Coun-
sel ‘E, E. A. Du Vernet laid- great
emphasis on the serious nature of the
crime. committed. *“Thgre is a mis-
taken idea with some ~ people,” " he
said,.“that this sort of thing in mod-
ern times can bLe dealt with very
.lightly, and that the matter is more
or less a trifling offence. That Is a
very serious mistake, gentlemen.
There can be no two opinions about
this war with us: we are either for
‘our ‘country or against it. There-is
no: middle -course possible. . Every
German or ‘Austrian that we allow
out of this country.goes to swell the
ranks of the eneimy. "That's why it
is a serious offence to send’ them out
or allow them out.” it .

Mr. Du Vernet strongly condemncd
the maudlin sentiment of those who
sympatlized with Germans. If they
had been in Germany, said-he, they
would have been locked up so tight
that they could not even get a com-
munication through to their people.
Here we. were so merciful until we
began to .see how we were being im-
posed upon, and established .registra-
tian hureans. These Austrians gave
a solemn undertaking  that they
would not go to fight. Mazur knew
all about it, for he told the witnesses
to tell the customs officers, that they
-were Russians.

Austrians Helped to I._“rgnucr._

The Austrian prisoners escorted by
guards of Canadiun Dragoons were
the -first witnesses called. . Joseph!
Vermonchuk did not “know’ anything
outside of the fauct that there was
actually & war until he was reassured
that_it .was not he who was being
tried. After this misunderstanding
‘had been cleared up he seemed . to
!"know" quite a number of Interest-
ing facts.  The.evidence of -the “Aus-
trizns went. to show that Mazur had
escorted them from Port Hope to. To-
ronto, ‘and thence to Bridgeburg,
.where they uttempted to cross the
vorder as Russlans, as Mazur  had
instructed them. - :

“John' Cooper,” asked If he was-a
_“brave man,”’ said. he- 'was no fool.
He iclldn'i: want to fight for his coun-|
trydh . . :
. Vermonchuk gave the Court to un-
derstand that it was all thie same to
‘nim-whether Austria - was beaten or
not. He took no interest in Ausiria
or the present warfare. Mr. Du. Ver.
net wantéd to know whether all Aus-
trians were as courageous as:these.

The case was adjourned untilsto-

day. e . ERRTAN.
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