NERLICHS FACE ONLY
CONSPIRACY-CHARGE



Chief Justice, After Debate of Counsel,
Decides on This Course—Mrs. Nerlich,
the Crown States, Sent Goods to: Gcr-

many



Under interpretation  of the|¥
charge against Mr. and Mrx, Emil :
Nerlich, as made by’ Chief Sir Wil-|¢
liam Mulock to-day, as agreed 1o by
counsel, no treason is implied; and|o
If thevaccused are found guilty they |
will not be xiven sentence under|g
that section of the Criminal Code|¢
covering treason, but under the sec- ;
tion dealing with conspiracy to com-
mit an indictable offence, the ex-
treme sentence possible for which is
seven years, as light a
one day being poseible.

The other chief feutur
day’s sitting was In the
of the first witness, acling Detec-
tive Maurer, Swiss by birth, who
read in court the translation from
German of a letter which he tound
in the possession of Mra. Nerlich on
February $th. This Is alleged to|
be one of the many letters which |
the prowecution will bring, and)|

a en

wiitten by a German woman to Mra
Nerlich, being posted from a point
in Holland Just across the linc from
Germany
In the letter read to-day. mention
wan made of the writer being sus-
Dected by the pro-British Hollanders
of being u oy, She also sk
 whether or not t wax truc that two
miilion Canadian soldiers had been|
sent to Europe,

The prisoners made their nnnu-l

ance {n court s , tull hour before the
open: They spent the long

it chatting with triends and ith
| thelr counsel, and seemed to be in
he best of spirits. After s few pas:|
l ea-ut-arms when court opened,,
!ury was chosen without a chal-
] Vling made. One Juror asked

are Ar.

in address to the Jjury by llr.
Du Vernet in the following words,
“It is a_hard thing that people of

‘on the other hand it is on us
they are hb«mlm&’lo live hg;‘ndo‘
ver jury
: "I:. s :-*-nce - country with
vhleh ‘we are at wal

d gullty of

treason, could they be found gulity
|of conspiracy 2. The Chlef Justice
,held that there 'u no inconsistency
in such belng the
‘ The prisoners were Dllt in the box
jand answered not gullty to the

<o

charge to ald an
'enemy of his Majesty the Kinx.

n his Lordship p! l a puﬂhl
qLenlnn which tl:mtenod (o open
ianother controversy. Was conspir-
ll'y to commit treason, M aske

lself a treasonable offence ? He
-rxnl-inod that the matter was im-
portant in that. under the sectlor
of the code covering treason there




were ceriain points . WalChh ‘WORe,
not apply If the offence were tried.
under other sections of the ertmlnnl

Mr. Hellmuth was very stromgly
of the opinibn that the

ent,
qulu -nun; to mecept whichever
view was more favorable to the de-
fence.

Would Limit Challenges.

Sir William Mulock replied that
in this case they would take the/view
tion 573, which covers conspiracy to
commit an Indictable offence. This,
‘he pointed out. would limit the
‘number of challenges to twelve each
and would dispense with certain re-
atrictions made In the section gov-
erning treason.

n the charge as it stands, there-
fore, the prisoners are not accused
of treason, but merely with con-
spiracy to commit a certain Indlct-
ble offence, namely, !D give ald to

enemy of the kin

Not in Pl'ﬁonf'rn Dock.

Ar. Hellinuth requested and was
rmission to have the pri-

soners removed from the dock.and

sit with their counsel at the desk.

“The accused are vlaced upon
| trial on a less serlous charge, as far
l the consequences are cullcerned.
! althongh the offence is the same,™




Germans in
their hearts were pu! llllt
but when. they. came over hi
ralized they I.Ionld nnt u'v

. “th er the con-
sequences.”
(o Mr, Du Vornet asked u the jurors

lar note of

tnae ol the German officer 'lwm

the prisoners had attempted to as-

sist to return to his home country.

TLook at this product of German
militarism,* he exclaimed.

He told, of l Ilnmb(l‘ of let
which had come to Mrs. Nerlich I;),‘

an
wheu they were remailed
were pennm
interest in the mo
'en ulelu‘ud ln the ttel
pro-German in
letter"saked for certain information
=hich would be of great help to the
ans. Some of the llunn-
‘u very seditious, blaming Eng-
and for everylh ehing, prob-bly, lo be

dll(rlbukod a or the U
States.

"ll will be sald that )lr. \'erllcb
guve himself up,” he tinued,

by bul the police will show ml. after
had been heard to say, ‘I gav

out’ he motored down to Bearboro,
and took the traln to uonu;-l.

h!

self up to the police every letter

and every document received since

the war began was gone.”
Goods to

Mr, DuVernet also expressed the

to
Dellhbors sleep with one eye open,”
he_concluded.
£00ds, he sald, were chief-
l;illn lhe nature of Red Crosa sup-
es.

Scarch at House.

Acting Detective Mlnr!r was the
Tret withess called. He described the
scarch made of (he \erlll:h house
and thelr place of busin In the
foymer place was found leualn. of

te subsequent to the outbreak of
war. In the business house, however,

took objection to placing this it
evidence, but his Lord.lhlp admitted
it

A pocket-boock wam also lpolﬂ
of, which ‘had been found on the
penon of Mr. Nerlich whea the ar-
rest was made. In this was a Rote
nmlu “Baunsche's account will be
paid in Berlin. Have sent cheque tc
Carl Hohl™

Asked for Letters.
Oﬂ the 8th of February witness
d Detective Murray had gone ic

llr-. Nerlich and asked for her pri-
vate correspondence,  esp
those letters received since the be-
ginning of the war. Mrs. Nerlict
had offgred to read the letters tc
the detectives, but they had nol
tme to walt.

Once more Mr. Hellmuth was of
his feet, arguing that these letter
were not admissible in evidence t«

Crown and the letters were put i
evidence.

The first of these, dated Nov. 37
nnd addressed to “My Ocar Hady,'
read as follows:

Jetter Is Read.

“] received your letter of Octobe
"Dlh on Monday morning, he ha
been a long time on thq way. Th
letter for Victor I send direct ts

8. \
‘You are well =0 far, hu( i1o|n
situntion must be unpl

Imagine it a liztle, for here l.l.lo thi
| Hollanders are antl-German. where
for 1 am in the same situation i
war  should cumh\ue They wil
wonder yet what Germany can do.

. *“Just think. Hed!, since Sunday

Toronto. Last Sunday came an in
quiry from the postoffice from Em
merilch as t0o who a c«ﬂ-{n Mrz




an toa
“In it days 1 was mot in Elten
any. Te. becauss I might finally

to

to leave them behind. I think “)m

thess unpleassnt affairs will be

sho cleared up with good will

Mave you always mvwc, let-

ters and papers from Hol : ]
Canadian Soldiers.

“Tell me, Is it true that the Can-
adians sent 2,000,080 soldiers here.
I read it in the Holland newspapers,
and If one belleved those repo:
there would not be a single German
left in all Germany. Many Holland

spapers are back with

h money, therefore they must

lis. How could they oths exist.
You want

g

ng lcked.
“Will Emil come to Germany in
the spring, or will it not go now?
Write me soon, it\always gives me
pleasure to hear from you. Louls
sends greetings and declares ahe
saw you ance in Nieubesh. Hearty
greetings to you and Emil,
“From you:u
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