through m‘nha'.lon for that purpose
that s, through the urmln now on
1204 tempt 0!

construction, utilizing large numbers
lof - the unemployed, would be nIr-
led to failure, at least to very doubt-
[ful results. Second, inexperienced,
Pnd wholly untrain _men_are u‘
unprofitable on as in the|
|factorias. Farming] i ;\ anufac-
[turing process, and why expect re-|
inulta_tn_tocd prnductlnn that would
t be looked for in urban indus-
m The attempt at lnu‘aulnx
food production must be . based on
economical grounds. ' fash wages
for farm help until recent yoars were
low, and it is taking time to bring
the farmers to realize that they must
compete with_the city industries in
buying labour. - It is easier to move
labour from the country to the city
than from the city to the country.
The social aspects have to be reck-
oned on as well as the cash paid.
Even when there is a_surplus of la-
bour in the cities the farmers will
find it difficult to draw it to the
farms, until stern necessity and ab-
ject want drive men to a consider-
atfon of their seri tuation. First
of all, then, the farmers should re-
alize that they must offer wages and
home conditions that will be attrac-
tive.  With present prices of farm
products and the prospect of a con-
tinuance ‘of-strong demand for- the
same thé farmers should be urged
‘to_consider the advisibility of their
being a little more generous in their
offers. The whole thing resolves it-
selt into a question of whether it
'will pay. Food products are the re-
sult of labour. If they can secure
mort effective labour they can pro-
duce more, This question then of
what they can afford to pay Is pur-
ely a business proposition. Then,
to the housing. Farmers who have
separate houses, cheap but comfort-
able, With-the perquisites of gardeén,
milk, etc., as a rule claim that they
have no trouble in securing and re-
taining good help. The providing of |
homes for the heip on the farm will
solve, to a_very large extent, the I

ed farming is carried on. Then the
farmers say “the help is no good,
“the man I got was more bother than
worth.” Perhaps so he was, a mis-|
fit. He was as much out of place|
on the farm as he would be in af
machine shop. There are two diffi-|
culties here—one-is-the shortage of |
men skilled in farm work and the
other 15 the lack of machinery or|
organization in the locating of men. |
e lack of experfenced farm hands,
is hard to remedy. You cannot or-|,
der these by mail or turn them out |,
|

:
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s factory goods. The very thing
that causes this demand for more
food 13 using up the old world's sup-
ply of farm help, and until the war
is over the immigration from abroad
will be limited. Many of our home
supply have enlisted and gone to the
front. What then are we to do?|,
We shall have to depend maiply on |,
workers now in Canada. The coun-|,
try wants men and the citles have|,
large-numbers-of-unemployed.—It is
larscly, then, a quemon of getting |,
the  men— to—the— — City—and-y
country are eqlull)' ‘nterested. The/
farmers who make the most reason-
abie “ofters and who provide home|:
accomodation_ will certainly get the|,
preference. Why should not the city |
and the country co-operate? l
,,\ppolnz _a_well selected committee ]
coniposed of both city and country |
men to take this matter up. Tab-|]
ulate carefully the farmers, their|
offers and their housing conditions. |
Tabulato carefully the — unemployed
and those willing to go to the coun- ]
try. Know the man and know the |
place and make an_honest attempt ]
to get the right mah into the right |
place.  Toa often. the man of _the
country-is mot represented in-such-ary
adjustment, the labourer is just sent |]
to him, dumped off at his gate. The |;
wisdom of having on such a Com-|y
mittee representatives of the farmers |
themselves—men who know country [j
conditions and the farmers who hire s
the men—is overlooked.  Men are ¢
volunteering  to organize to raise
money and food to send abroad.
Why not volunteer to organize to help
produce more food? Perhaps it two
or three women interested and ex-
perienced in Women's Institute work
were placed on such a committee
something would be donme.  They
have proven themselves leaders in
forward movements. We have said

s encet—h=lp
is limited, and therefore ther2 is an
urgent appeal to-the farmers not to
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question, discuss it, let the city and g
country co-operate, and above all dot
not stop with destructive criticism-— |y
- 1

:
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:
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what-we-wan!

s constructive  work. The country
papers can well open up their- col-
umns to the farmers to discuss this
question, but warn the correspond
ents that it is constructive not dea-
tructive work that helps. It is easy
to grumble. Cheer up, we have a
big work to do. The moa: striking
characteristic of Tnmmy Atkins in the
wet and nasty tie: ext to hi:

‘e
and and ths city men must pull to-
gether, and the out-of-work — men
must not be overlooked any more
than the bava Belgians.
Bolon we rapmdueca.h' of the
gs let us havay a side-
Il;h! on the !plrlt of the me1 who are
“have the|

b-'!-lcll.omhllﬂb—dlth
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‘To a Bethnal-green man -along-
llﬂu ‘him Algy sald, ‘You know, Tom,
ve been to the East end myself.
Oh. y«i I went_there and_bought
a bull-pup.. 1 gave three pounds for
it, and when I got_home I found it
was not worth three shillings.” ‘Oh,
give us a fag.'

“'Algy handed him —a clgarette,
‘Give us u match” Algy handed him
the match. ‘Algy, 1 was the bloke
that done you for that three quid.’

There’s brotherly love if you like
—cheering each other up in the hour
of adversity.’

The best possible formof- invest-
‘ment for unemployed labour_is the
tillage of the soll which will repay
the tiller with a crop sufficlent to
return the entire Investment within
@ year. And Canada has any quan-
tity of unworked and upon which
that labour can be invested. There
is only one class of labour as honor-
able and as indispensable as that of
the fighting man in times of war,
and. that is_the labour of the man
who provides the food supply. A
proper recognition of this fact, and
of the supreme diguity and -import-
ance of agricultural labour, should
help materially in the difficult pro-
cess of transferring displaced city
worket's to the flelds and pastures

Canadlan farmers and thelr wives,
more p-mculnly thelr wives, have
| been d t work for the re-
| Ltef o x people of Europe.
One lownnhlp In Western Ontario has
'|contributed a carload of flour. Many
other townships have contributed car-
loads of various kinds. The Women's
| Institutes of the land have probably
'|done more than any other single or-
'|ganiation to bring rellef to the little
|kingdom of Belgium. For all of this
'|good ‘work; our rural people desérve
|the thanks of the world.

But while performing a necessity
and Christian .service for our breth-

ren across the seas, let us not forget

Lthat_sharity hegins at home . Qwing!
Tto the seasonal employment common |
|in-rural-districts, many who work for
us in summer are reduced to actual
want in winter. Many cases have
come to our attention where farm
|labourers and their families were liv-
ing on only two scanty meals a day,
and that when all kinds of farm pro-
duce was golng: to waste In farmers’
cellars in the nelghborhood. The
needy ones had themselves partly to
blame. They were too independent
to apply to thelr own prosperous |
neighbours and one-time employers |
for help. This very independence, |,
however, is a good sign. Such people
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are worth helping. It may be done
tactfully, however, and in a way that
will-notinjure their sensibilities.
They can be found in almost any|,
rural section.. :
And let us not forget that the only -
true solution is a reorganization of
farm management methods that will |
ensure work for all the help the year |,
round. ,
There-is-every-indication--thata |,
very large number of men will soon
“be out of employment in citles],
through the disloctation of industry |;
and the temporary abandonment of |,
large~public undertakings on account|,
ot the war. At this time it be-
comes the duty of all classes to help|,
not only the families of those who
have gone to the front, but also those|,
who have lost the means of livell-|g
hood by reason of the war. l
Many of the unemployed have, |
mo. doubt, experlence in farm. work g
nd many of the inexperienced wonld |,
be willing to learn. Here is an op-||
portunity then for the farmers of thls |,
Province to benefit themselves not ]
only themselves but also those out |,
The warld's supply of food [}
| products—will -certainly—be -greatly |
lessened this coming year, since the|
natlons at war. will not be able to|c
produce as much as usugl. At this|
time, therefore, for the farmers toy
Increase the supply of foodstuffs|
!would not only be an act of the high-|;
lest patriottsm but also a profitable
proposition. f
In order, however, to undertake|,
the necessary increase in acreage of ||
cultivated crops-it wouldbe neces-
sary to make additlonal preparitions
of many kinds on the farms during
the winter, spring and _ summer
months, and this can be done only by
the employment of extra help, if such
can be procured on reasonable terms.
ras-already.t od-an:
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will continue o increase the demand |
for-all-farm products. —It has-already |
{brought—about—increased_prices_for f¢
some products and 1s practically sure|q
to have the effect of making and|c
maintaining the high prices Tor all t
farm_products_that make up thefs
world’s supply of food.  Farmers|e
know these facts and each In his own |

planning -the work for thisit
Tall and ‘the comnlx winter and next
autumn so as to take advantage of
them and theuby serve the Empire
-nd themselves at one aiid the same
tim

<

l( “is desirable and necessary that
much of this unemployed labor
lhvultfbe ‘helping to ‘produce on the

of helping to ronsume

I.II l!le clllu 1t is true that for the

next three months farm work is'slack

but even at that m\lth may be done.

'These are times. lhny
farmers vho ln ln comfortable

cumstances will make their eonm~

butions to lh' h.lrdl needs next

by at some profit|

to themselves as much as their flelds




‘[are in a condition to produce. The
Departments of Agriculture point out

[to the national well-being at this time
'| by keeping in their employment dur-
ing the next three months even at
|some slight sacrifice to themselves
|one or two men more than they ac-
|tually need. The wages need only
|be nominal—board and a few dollars
a month—something to tide these
men over until spring and save them
from a winter of want and idleness
|in thoe cities.

“Let every farmer who s in easy
|circumstances and has already. reap-
|ed financial advantage from the war,
consider this matter, look around his
|own district and give employment to
|at least one man more than he would
otherwise keep.

Charity can never take the place
of work. Its proper place is only
with those who can no longer work.
The best antidote for the merely un-
employed, now standing around iIn
lllelr thousands, is work—work *of

e kind, even if the wages are be-
lnw whlt have heretofore been con-
sldered current-rates. Idleness is
the root of all evil; there is generally
speaking only one end to it, and-that
is the deterioration in health, char-
acter, and the drifting into mischiet
and crime.

The best thing for the clty corpor~
ations to do is to provide as much
work for the unemployed as they
can; it Is a primary duty they owe to
the penpla of the city. To give em-
ployment to one man with a family
of ilttle children is to feed the whole
family. Thus to employ a thousand
men is to relleve 3,000 or 4,000 hu-
man beings, and to have something to
show for the expenditure. And this
is where the farmers may come in
and take up thelr share of the,heavy
burden imposed on_the Empire by
this-struggle for. very existence and
on behalf of the rights and liberties
of humanity. They have a patriotic
duty to perform as well as thelr bre-
thren in the city. The bond that
binds the farmers and the dwellers
in the cities together is an intimate
one. If the farmer produces the
food products, it s largely the city,
people that pay him lhe svod prices
he fs getting for the:

To pr vide work throughout-tho
year, even during the winter, on
farms where help has not been found
necessary in previous years is within
the power of a very large percentage
of Ontario farmers;and to give em-
ployment to men out of work at this|
partiania hich avary.
farmer who is in a Do!illon to do
should feel it incumbent upon him
to-perfeorm. On most farms
lare improvements to be made and
opérations to be carried on throvgh
the winter, in anticipation of the next
year which_promises to be fhie great-
est year. n! nl'ndllcllon ever kuown In
the farmer could come
to terms wilh a good man now for
all the year round, it would pay him |
well to do so. He will want help in
the spring and throughout the sum-
mer and fall. Labor is going to be
cheap and it would ‘be possible now
to get.a man to work on the farm
for 12 months for the wages farmers
have been pas ‘years for
only six. months. It is not cn-my
the.e thousands are asking for; it i

wol'k‘ and itis '.ho patriotic duty, un-

this tress that has come

npou the lnplu. for every farmer

0 can find work to give to prnv(d-
umawmmn.nnmun

den m‘n' evenly dhmblld




thay wlll begin at once to secure hel,
he farming operations next

cured at present in Imitied quantities
but next spring will undoubtedly sev
higher wages for farm help than we
have ever experienced in the past.
The Ontarlo Colonization Department
is prepared to render assistance

tartors. deslring help. “Tho District
Ropresentatives are also instructed to
give this matter thelr serious atten:
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