| AUSTRIAN COLONY
| ATSPIRITLAKE

Expecied That Detention Camp
Will Result in Township
Settlement

A VILLAGE GROWING UP

——p— -

"Party of 200 Prisoners Leave
for There Tomorrow —Ex.

n perimental Farm Is
Projected

There ig every likelihood that an
Austrian settilement in Northern Qua-
bee, around Spirit Lake, will be the
result of the enemy alien camp now
estabiished there. Alrcady the aliens
established in camp are taking Kindly
to the country, and like the prospect
of being able to secure some land and
settle down where they will be far
from war alarms and compulsory drill,
while at the same time able to own

and work thelr own farms. To fur-
ther this work, it is lkely that a Gov-
ernment experimental farm will he o=-
tablished in the district, in order 1to
find out what the agricultural re-
sources of the country are, and ald
future settlers in theilr work. A good
deal of the work of preparing the
ground for this experimental farm will
bo done by the alien prisoners them-
selves, 80 that they will be engaged,
while held prisoners, preparing the
way for their future career as Cana-
dian ploneers when the war 18 over.

The Austrian colony at Spirit Lake
iIs growing fast. Already there are
366 men there, In charge of Lt.-Col.
W. Rodden, and tomorrow another
party of 200 men will be taken up by
Capt., Gerald A. Dillon, who 8 trans-
port and supply officer on General Ot-
ter's staff, in charge of the movement
of aliens. The contingent will con-
gist entirely of Austrians. the Germans
ail being sent to the delention camp
near Kingston,

With this party there will be 565
Austrian allens In the detention camp
at Spirit Lake, and it Is expected that
within a few weeks the colony will
have grown to a thousand men. They
are in charge of Lt.-Col. W. Rodden,
with 100 men from the Composite Batl-
talion here.

Capt. Dillon remarked last night that
the guards did not have a very hard|
time, as the Austrians seemed very
well satisfied with thelr jot, and a
large number of them expressed the
hope that they would be able to settle
there and take up land.

The alien prisoners are kept at work
building huts for the men vet 1o
come, and clearing up the country
gide. They are evidently giad 1o be
kept cccupied, and nene of them have
given any trouble. Already a consid-
erable stretch of land has been clear-
ed, while quite a respectable village of
huts is growing up nnder their work.

“The Austirians at Spirit Lake seetn |
very well contented,” sald Capt. Dil-
lon. *“They have good quarters and
food, and are well k after, while
the discipline i{s préabably ecasy after
that of the army service in Austria
It looke as though there would he a |
Jdittle Austrian colon¥ mp north there
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vir, Sllgs Carperter ‘hug retnrned
west, having completod his work of
alien registration in Montreal, but the
departmental work is being continued
by his staff. Most of the work lately
has been rounding up Austrian board-
ing houses and getting men out of
work who might necome troublesome
later on. This work has been chiefly
conducted at night, when the Austriana
were in bed. and in this way the men
have been collected, and will ne sent
on to the detention camp, where they
will be ont of mischief, have plenty of
food, and probably be given the op-|
portunity of becoming good Canadian
citizens later on, as ploneer farmers.




