Werner Horn On Trial Charged

With Transp

orting Explosives

Destruction of Maine Bridge An Act of War, Says Counsel for
German Reservist—Prisoner Lieuténant in Landwehr—
Belligerent Character of A ccused Open to Question

Lle only by the law' of nations,

(Western ted Press)
Ty 4 The|und the prisoner 48 necessarily freo
B “rnl“_',"\nl:rln;'ml‘w&“ b e from liability vt punishment by the
-t doatsay.ibe {nternational rail. | S0urts of the niied ‘States

way bridge at Vanceboro was an act
of war, figured im the procecdings
before United States Commissioner
Charles H. Reld here today in connec-
(lull ‘llh indictments returned against

in the Federal court at Boston
mnrsmx {llegal transportation of ex-
plosives from New York to Vanceboro.
Counsél for (hn prisoner, former
ongressman H. O'Connell vf Boston,
nnounced !|ml he would raise llllul:

the court'’s jurisdiction on t
ground that as a lleutenant in the hl)l
Prussian regiment of the German
army iorn wues a govermment ugent
and that the'alleged transportation of

explosives was a portlon of an.act of
war with which the stale department
rather (hnn the court should settle.

It 'was expected that if the commls-
sioner. found sufficlent canse for hold-
ing Horn he would order bhim com-
mitted to await a warrant for his re-

States District Annmey F. A,
Merrell contended that the motion was
n plea to the jurisdiotion.
., he said, on an assump-
tion that Horn's offense was the blow~
ing up of a bridge, whereas no such
offense was charged. He argued that
the statement. made if/Xhe’ mpetion wak
not verified by uny aftidavits,

[~ “If the s alloged are true” he
added, “they can all be shown under
#he plea of not gullty, All these mat-
ters should be presented wnder such
a plea and no other way,”

In apeaking for the motion, J. F.
O'Connell _contended thut because. of
luml Inck tl.lhsurlldlcnon the government
had no right to demand u ple uny
eort from Horn. plesieg

&

mova
Further Procesdings Pn-lll-
Hnrn ‘s counsel intimated that a
.decision might be (allowod b
funher proceedings . to prevent - the
;-mnnu'- removal the stute, -
beginni of the hearing
counnl withdrew.
ley and ‘moved thgt
'he motion dmlnrﬁi that
Hnm was & first leulenant in the
rman. Landwehr and that “under the
lun bt natiohs, nldkn
of one belligerent
and destroy the pm
belilgerent nation
cept in peutral urrh itory.!
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