Germans in Canada

To harmonize, Canadlans of German b:rth ‘or{]

gescent— with- other Canadians is a- useful a::d:t

patriotic work. This klml of service Profescor;
Riethdorf of Woodstock College, has done Pro-'
fessor Riethdorf is a native of Germany who : is

strongly opposed to German ' militarism In a; :

speech in Berlin, Ontario, he sa.id' _>
““The Germans .are:{mbued with the spirlt ot ]
militarism. The German Jjingolsts and German.
militarists are to blame for the war. They have: ]
come to belleve that Germans -excelled in civili-
zation over all other races, and that. they, are the |
God-chosen race to force: Germanism  on other
nations. The" German' - Government  ahd mili-
tarism are doomed ‘never to rise- again after tbls
wan.” .
"'JProfessor Riethdort takes the. stand which
every. German ought to take in this new world '
It a German settles in the United States, he ought

to be an American, ‘If he-scttles in Canada he
.ought to be a Cannd!an. As:to the Genna.ns in
Canudn, Professor Riethdorf said at Berlin: .

“For Germans in Canada there is no middle
road. They cannot be neutral in this war because
the land of their adoption is involved. Canaida
must have her whole-hearted. support. Canada
is now my fatherland.. Of course, 1 retain’a
love for my native land; I would. be a scoundrel
if 1 didn’t, but I am opposed to militarism.- There
have been many people who have been proaGer-
man in their sympathies, but, I.am pleased to
know that I have been lnstrumenta.l in remowlng '
doubts.”

As to removmg any doubts  that ma.s ha\e
troubled Germans in Canada, we’have some. ev. =
dence.in the report of an incident.at-one of’ t]le
proféssor’s meetings in New Hamburg. “A Ger-
man clergyman arose in the audience and said he
had been referred.to as pro-German. He did not
know that he was pro-German. He was born in
Switzerland of German parents - “But whatever
my feelings may have been,” he sald, “I now. s2e
the matter clearly. My duty is to the land ot
my adoption. - I want to state here before all my
people that from this day I am unreservedly with
those who would overthrow this war spirit that
has brought such grievous things to Germany and
to the people of other countries.”

Canada._has many. citizens of Germa.n blnh
jand descent. It is estimated that there dre moie
‘than half; & million ‘Germans and Austrians in
| Canada, of whom nearly half are in the Western
| Provinces. We are naturally keenly interestpd
}in the a.ttitude of these people during the war. ot
at-least equal importance i5 their attitude toward
| us and pur attitude toward them after the war.
} Together we are strlvlng.to build up here.a g-rea.t
nation, ‘which ‘may some day be ‘the equal of any
of the nations of Europe. ‘To harmonize 2ll the
elements f this growing nation i3 a work.of
patriotism and. statesmanship. . In this respect
| Professor .Riethdorf is the real leader of the Ger-
man citizens of Canada. He shows the way to
harmony, and to useful and honortg.ble citizen-

| ship.



