WILL NOT ARBITRATE

They Declare That Under Ne Clreum-
stances  'Will They Arbitrate, and
it Farced Inte It by Lemisux Act,
Will Lt the Case Go By Default—
Diplomatic Move in Mads by the
Oporators.

Fornie, B.C.—Bumming up the sitn-
ation Becretary Carter smid, ] not
believe the strike will last long.

en  the operators  realize  the
strength there s behind us they will
be rendy to seek n n-‘m-.]nmmur. Wa
demand the advance of 12 per cont.
the continnance of present ar-
rangement as to closed shop,  Under
no ciroumstances will wo arbitrate,
and if we mre forced into it under the
Lemicux net we will 1ot the onse go
by default. If the advance we desire
in wages means the price of coal will
‘uur, let it go i.l"]l}. at matter will
djust itself when the government
conetitutes the commission which the
British Columbia Federation of Labor|
i asking for, and investigates the,
cost of conl and indicate where the
unfair profit comes in.'’

A report is current that some non.
union men who have been deprived of
work will ask for a coneiliation board.
Under the Lemieux act such men are
entitled to make an appliontion.

J. D, MeNiven, fair wage officer,
has heard nothing of this and has had
no communications of any kind from
nnyone excepting his superiors. Un-
der instructions from: the depiriment
of Int®r he is still on the ground, re-
porting to the department the varions
authentioated moves or events in this
drama of the coal fields.

The provineial police here report
not an arrest in the Pass sinee the bee

nning of the strike, one week ago.
n Fernie the siteation i equalls
pacifie, The Italian band is making hay
while the sun shines, by daily sere-
nading, while the moeving picture
thows for the first time in their his-
tory are putting on matinees.

The action of the operators’ execu-
tive bonrd, taken at Frank, has yet to
be interpreted, President Btockett at
the time giving out that the operators
stood on. their last offer at the Cal-
sary conference.  Other board mem-

ré intimated for  publieation that
this. meant the offer of arbitration.
Another theory now presents itsell,
that the offer meant was that of a 5.55
per_eent, advance in wages.

“The point ghould be made perfeet-
Iy clear,” snid James Ashwaorth, retir-
ing aperating manager of the Crow’s
Nest Pasa company, "“that the opera-
tors are now paying, and have paid
sinee April 1, the new seale, involving
n 5.6 per ecent. raise, to all the men
now working in the mines on main-
tenance work. The new seale is now
in foree nat all the ecolliegies in the
Western Conl Operators’ association,
T think- if thia fast wors known it
might influrnee the men generally in
the direstion of returning to work.
This information has not been con-
wveved, of eourse, to the mine workers'
execotive bonrd. The operators have
#imply communicated the notice to
their own men, in the usoal way,
through 1he superintemdents of  the
collieries.””

If this is the “last offer’” referred to
by Mr. Btockett presumably the op-
orators’ masocintion = willing to con-
cede the increase of 665 per eent
on the old day wage seale, and on
contracl prices, “excepl on pillars and
lumbering,'” and demands the elause
providing that the operators shall not
digeriminate against union men and
hat the union shall not diseriminate
ppainst nop-union men.

Mr. Ashworth expressed  the view
that the backing of the internationsl
board was over-rated by lhe  noews.
papers.  “Will $3 a week from the
strike funds support s man in this
eeuntry 7 hie asked, adding, It {8 not
even real money, but provisions. Wao
are not told what it will be, perhaps
red herring. ;

“Nol more than 555 per eent, in-
crease will be given under any ecir-
cumstaners,””  eontinued Mre Ash-
sarth, “and if we have to give mors

tien the price of conl will go up
The reciprocity agreement has raised
the duty on coal from 40 to 45 cents.
and if it is eoncted, we will have
that added burden. As it is, we have
gorions  epough competition in our
rovieial market, which is across the
ino.




