t PROBLEM OF THE HOUR.
one of the days last weel
! the unemployed marched 10
Parliament Bulldlngs, the pro-
A was accompanied by a well-
tand highly-respected minister
2¢ity on a bleyecle. He states
2ver In all Ils life has he seen
Rof unemployed demonstrators
mpressed him more as being
W touineiy out of work and sin-
N> tXious to obtaln ft. Arrlved
B> Pavllament Bulldings, this
@ dlolster overhead the conver
2ol a small group of cltizeus
<z the demonstritors. * I'd
@ tcm in about two minutes,”
;e of them. *“How? asked
&I "By turning the hose on
A" roplied the first.
.. E intelligent (!) appreclation
W-*rlcus problem before Winnl-
&l other Canadlan clties were
.! * prevalent, the danger and
<t of present conditions would
™ great, ITapplly, it Is not pre-
* The recent pracesslons, we !l
A have convinced the public|
| _‘Hast majority of this army
Yployed arc not loafers, but
= men, for whomn at the
U there is no work. And the
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*¢ Dbelleve further, Is not
“ied to walt untll we have
Hots and destruction of pro-
Ttelore it faces seriously and

 very toubeful if the present
B s merely temporary and
By to the war. On the con-
'3 Teasonable argument can be
I'*ded  that  conditions here
< Rave bcen even worse but for
!"30 Ntmmbers of men drafted
e Canadian lixpeditionary
:and the employmeut glven by
L" Contraets. ‘The truth seems
* lhat Canada has reached a de-
::a Pint in hep (Icvnlupnlent.r
-"ltr'u!hc absorption of labor In
L klonal works of various
::. Qanol he counted upon to the
" Sllent, a¢ any rate relatlively,
: lhe pag;, Rallway camps anid
" f0struction camps have In
30[5:]1&0‘0‘1 Yery much as regulu-II
% © supply of tabor. At this
i'nt_ this egulatlng agency 1s
.“"“E- 40d, as just siated, we
ll:;e able to depend upon it less

\e 3 ds time £0¢s on.
‘h path

*ly this problem of unemploy-|
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of solution I3 the land.) e

| '
';ls g0 obnous. 50 losistent aud th

Handin

& 48 L0 preclude argu-| ¢



gg ::::IIL But as to what form the land
' cment policy to be declded upen
iy shall take permits of o Viast amount
tea | ¥f discussion, Inde«d the problem is
192 150 difticul®, apd o besct  with
| o g e e
0 Dominlon, the
. highest business abillty of the Do-
e | Udilon, and last, but pot least, the
| Kecnest sympathies of the-Dominfen,
must be onlisted i its  solution.
Mauy settlement projects are vislon-
o3t | al'y; nevertheless g reasonable and
| bractical prolect can Lo evolveq i

| We ure determined to evolve one.
on. | IN regard to the relief of the
il ) Winnlpeg unemployed, humbering
igu | Several thousand men, the presunl‘
ne l POsltlfJu I8, ol: course, catirely un-
;—:':ﬂltfsfdulory. [he  city  authoritles
Wwve undertaken to rolleve any lw-
— | mediate  necd  through grants of]
groceries, ete., but this mothod, while
' it will prevent anyone from starving,
» 1 :8 tho crudest, most uneconomicnl
ad | and most demorallzing of al! peligt|
a. | methods. "The carnest couslderation
- of somo permanent policy must be
talien up forthwith :and consclent-

it ously pursued to a couciusion.
I} It zppears that the men whe took
| part in the recent processim arg
a1 | fer the most part Slavs, chiefly
& Ruthenlans. They have been attracts
¢d to Canada by the slowing ac-
>rrecounts of Government end trans.
[0 | portation agencles. Twey havg
I- | hndertaken and are willlng further
pt | 1 undertuke the spade and ploncer
'l worlk of the Domilnloi. 'fhie fict |
thatthese men happen to coma from
the Austrian Provipce of Gallela|
d } should not De seriously arguedf
)r | asainst them. They came before tho |
y | War broke ont. They were urged to ‘
comie. They have many good quali-{
I tles and will o time make excellont!'
Canadians. | ;
[l” Nearly all the recent proeession-| !
v | i9t8 weore on the land in their home
¢ | COuDtry, the majority as the ewnery
| of small farms. They are nhused,
however, to grain-growing on a
large scale by means of cxpensivao!
machinery. Large numbers of thelr
(i | fellow-countrymen have settled in
o | the mixed larming couatry between
t the Lakes, off the Riding Mountalns,
I'on the Whitemonthh river, and in
Il other parts of the Province. Iierec
'y | thoy have usually dlvided the home-
| | steatls into small forty-acre farms.
In these districts, almost conipletely
| neglected by Governments nnd by
“|the English-speaking community,
these Slav secttlers have been slowly
r { converting a wilderness into per-
manent and establlshed settlements.
In districts of this description
notably between 2he Lakes, there s
C | stlil &4 considerable amount of home-
* | stead lund. And [t is seriously sug-
|} sested In many quarters that this E
remaining homestead land would| u

lend itself favorably to a land settle-

ment scheme of 40-acre farms—al tl
new homestead policy one might ::
| aptly call it. It is estimated that to|y,
. | see these men over the period which|J
hwould necessarily have to elapse|u
before the peint ef self-support was]) tl
reached would cost per famlly from t1
y| SIX to eight hundred dollars, or an |ir
{ annual interest charge of say from l'ti:
| thirty to forty dollars. ‘This
.| advance, not more than a thousand 17
| dollars all told per farm, could, in{p
,bal! likelihood, be repaid wlithin ten| .
| years, when, after two or three!
| years, the men became self-support-| o
lug. For the harvest they could| bt
| brobably leave their farmms and
| assist in the grain-growing districts.| cd
| The Free Press does not put for-] ©f
y ward this scheme as heaven-sent,| ;1
adequate and conclusive, but it ap-| C
pears to us to have much to recome
mend it and to be deserving of con-| Is
sideration. Morcover, it would not “]‘f
prejudice other settlement proposals.| 31,
Onc of the abselute essentials of thig! fi¢
or of any schenie for placing the un-|
cmploycil upon the land is expert|co
supervision. The occupants of the
forty-acre farms we have deseribed| Re
wotlld need the sympathetic assist- g;f}
ance of agricultural cxperts. Upon | h::l
this, indeed, the sueces [ the| fes
scheme would largely depend. “"“{

Many people are probably un-

; cO!
awire that the Province of Ontario dot
has now in 1ts employ forly agrleul-
tural experts, called district reprc-’ e
genlatives. These are picked men pe:
from the Guelph Agricultural Col- 'I’"'
lege, who go and live with farmers| ;3:
in their homes for two or three/ ™
weeks and discuss with them on the N
spot whatever diffleulties confront| ,1
them “vith regard to cultivatlon and| Pl
farm management. We understand| ““0
thut a slmllar development en af b0
small scalv is shortly to be under-| faC
tnken In Aanitoba. If this Is so,| 810!
then these agricultural advisers ean| 0T |
co-operiate most valuably in any land “"“*
settlement pefley ihat nmy bej Cor

| nor
evolved. ' ROt
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