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BACK TU Tt LAND |
S THE SOLUTION

Mayor Waugh's View on Press-
ing Problem—Immigrants Had
Intended Going on Farms.

“In speaking of the unemployed
question, now 80 proininently before
the people of Winnlpeg and other
¢ltles of 1ho Dominion, It miy ho 8
surprise to a good many prople to
lenarn that eof the great majorlty for
whoni semething must be done only
G per cent. cver carncd thieir llving
at any other pursult than that of
agriculture prilor to reaching this
country.” So sald Mavor R. D.
Waugh yesterday, when asked as
to whether or not the “back-to-the-
lund” movement would bo the beost
permanent method of sottling for all
 time the problem of cmploymen* for
the largo number who camn now find
' no work to do, elthcr In the citles

or In raliroad constructlon through-
out the country.

“1 don't thinlc.” he continued, “that
anyone reallzea more fully the grav-
Ity of the situatlon, and also the po-
tentinl poassibilitles tor good of the
situation with which we arc now
contronted. It 18 not, as many people
thinle, direetly attributable to th
wal, but It arlses largoly becaus
the western portlion of the Domhiton
hag passed froin the constructive to
| the productiva era. There are fow
towns and cities west of the Great
Lakes where local lmprovements are
not «ilready constderably In advance
of the tlmos. Rullway companles
have literally thousands of miies of
lines bullt, and In many cases hun-
dreda of milles at presont unproduc-
tive, as far a4 revenue Is concerned.
They must bring these Into the rveve
onuo bearing cluss before any fur-
ther extensions of any magnitude
can be consldered, and thurcforo |
l‘:uﬁk of this naturo has come (o o

alt.

Couniry Necdy I'nrmers.

“Now take Into conslderation that
 what thls countiryreally requires I8 the
| quitivation of 1lts lund, ror wlithoust
cultivetion and the consequent ac-
tivity there ts nothing for the dwell-
ers in the clty to do, and thero &
no commerce for the rallways to
haul. Men are required to cultlvate
land, and we have them by theo thou-
sand, lterally clmnoring for sonle-
thing to do to earn a llving. it
seents, therefore, tho leglical thing to
do o munlie condltions possiblo for
them to take up the land, and thug
becomno 2 most valuable agset to tlhe
coantry, Instead of a burden.

“One other question of Import-
ance nrises, and that s whethor
these men, I put on the land, un-

e

derstand farming sufticlently to}

make a Buccess of it I tiinlc thoe
gtutlstles which we have gathered
u.l'lll sufficlently dlspose of this ques-
Lion.

“For Instance, the Associnted
Chnrittes has made some investigoe
tion along this llne, and this Is the
result:

“informntion relative to 265 fami-
llos was abtiained, and out of thesc
179, or 70.2 per cent., were tho owners
of land in thelr natlve country and
carned their llving from the laud.
canses In which tlie hcad of the fam-
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& was an agricultural iaberer num-
hored 43. or 16.8 per cent.; cases in

a tenant farmer wetre 18, or 7 per
cent.: and the number In which the
head of the famlly carnced a llving
tromm any other source was only 13,
or 6 per cent.

oTalking 50 reprcsentative cases, it
was found that 9 came to the clty
' with no eapltal; 106 had under $26; 18
| i_lilélﬂfrum $25 to $100; und 8 had ovcer
“Out of 00 famllies’ now In the
clty, 7 havo an equlty of undor $700;
12 have an equily bctween §700 und
$1,000; and 31 have an equlty ofover
$1,000.

S9onid 'I'nke Up Iand.
“Those statlstlcs are llumlnating,

;’f and scem to point coneluslvely to the
b presu—ption thnt the great majority

of these peeple did not carry oul
tholr original intentlon, wlhilch un-
| doubtedly was to'talke up land. In-
stend of thls, lurcd by the prospect
of plenty of work, the .reat major-
Ity of theso people remained In the
city, and In many cases purchased

d | homes, still with thr ldea that when

the property lucreascd sufticlently In
value they would sell and tako up
and. Yroperty of thls Kind I8 now
somewhnt of a drug oh the market,

'd | and It scems to be now that It should
t. } bo the duty of the federal govern-
or | Inont to malko It possible for theso
ar | people to carry out their originul I~

tention.

“I am In great hopes that ‘somo
fonaslble suggestion may be the out-
come of the conference of muyors to
| be held In Ottawa In the pear fu-

g, | turoe,

’

“It appears to Inc that tho federni
| government's propugunda of ‘patri-

t- | otlsm and production more than

usual’ will it Into thls scheme, aud
there secms to me no belter place
for themn to begin than by caring
for tho stranger already within our

VO | rates,”

which the head of the famlly w2 |
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