PREMIER NORRIS. AT
“ORWOOD MEETING

pirst Public Appearance 8ince
Taking Over Reins of Office— 1
Made Temperate Speech,

gays Sir Wilfrid Laurier Would
Accept Proposal for Ooalition .
qovernment at Ottawa.

o SIr Robert Borden were to ap-
roach Sir wiitrld Laurier with hand'
egtended, and say ‘let us work to-
pher for tho good of Canada untll
pls war {s over,” I am sure that Sir

wiiteld would grasp thal hand In a

miaute. gyald Premier Norris con-
-asting the poittical situation In
Capads with that in the old country,
ot the present time, before the big
pul]tical mecting, held last night in
jdow tlueatre, Norwood, in_ con-
nectlan with the convention of Lib-
erals of tho federul constituency of
spﬂngtleld. This wns the premier’s
first apearance on i public plntform
since he took over the reins of office,
aand he took occasion to comment on
the situation at Ottawn which had
sendered necessary the holding of a
conventlon in this tlme of stress and
in as n preparation for a Domin-
on election.
spriamer Norris, accompanied by
${op. Dr. R. 5. Thornton, minister of
education, entered the theatre just ns
the address given by A. C. Fraser, of
grandon, who filled tho breach caused
by the inability of Dr. Michnel Clark,
of Red Deer, .Alta, to fulfiil his en-
gement, was being concluded., 1iis
appearance and thut of his colleague
«as the signn} for vociferous cheer-
(ng, testimony 1o the popularity of
the new government, and of 1ellef nt
the sudden demise of the old.

Temnerate in Remarks.

Mr. Norrls was temperute in his
reparks concerning the late Noblin
sovernment, He had nothing to say
letrimental to that regime, but ex-
pressed HOUTOW that such clircum-
«ances as had brought about tne
chapge In the movernment of the
province should have taken pluce.
Referring briefly to provincial mat-
ie-s, Mr. Norris, by eusy lransition.
dlicussed the situntion at Ottawa.
¢ rondemned the fiscal policy of the
porden povernment, referring to its
«chemies to inciease the reventie and
rifse “swur expenses’’ as progression



"backwards like a crab.” He com-
mented on the $40,000,000 increase.in
taxation in five yecars, and ~malin-
tained that the ‘war taxes:iwere -be-
ing lovied not to defray the cost.af
way .but to maintaln the Borden
government in powor. Premliér Nor-
ris then referred to the conlition
formed between the great polltical
puartics In tho old country, claimed
that the hatchet should he bured
at Ottanwa, that Sir, Robert Borden
would find rcady response from Sir
Wilfrid Laurler, and emprasized the
fuct that with such an agreement
arrangemonts could be made te con-

tinuc_the present parllament till the
wuar was over,

Bespeaking the supporti of the
Springtield clectorate for its Liberal
candldate, A.; R. Bredin, wha also
uddressed the ncetlng, Ar. Norris
pointed out that wero n Dominion
clection forced on the people at this
time, it was the duty of every citizon
tat oppose the gratt swhich had ro-
flected 80 much dlscredit on Can-
nda to east his vote In favor of freer

trade, and in faver of a reductlon

In the preferentinl tariff, rather than
of its increase,

Loyalty to Empire,

Loyalty to Empire, disgust at the

patronage system {n voguo nt Ottawa,
and shame at the 1ecent political de-
bacle In Manitoba, all found expres-
slon, aud echo. The varjous speak-
ers, through tha two vehlicles, French
and English, volced tl:e opinfons of
independent Canadians anent the
party “machinatlons,” the *“contract
scandals,” and the “war taxation,” the
echo being found In the crowded
theatre. The “lovalty-disloyalty” slo-
gans of the Conservativo party were

referred to in geathing terms.
bv Mr. Norrls, and My, Fraser, during
discussion of ‘hie prospective Domin-
lon election. “The men who prate of
loyalty in this connectlon,” said Mr,

Fraser, "have their loyalty in their
baots, and-——tlicse are made of pa-
per‘li

I2x-Ald, Jean, of St. Boniface, pre-
sided over the meeting, and alter a
few remarlks by Albert Dubue, A. R.
Bredin, Liberal candidate for the
clectorate was Intioduced. The Intter
after o prcamble in whieh ho Insist-
ed that all Cunadlans mnst stand
shoulder to shoulder to see the inlgm-
tous war brought to a successful con-
clusion, detalled a few of the glgantic
problems which {L was necessary far
the Canadian citizens to face. The
Conservative administrmtion, he held,
had been proved extravagant in eclvil
government. Under it the patronage
gystem had become greater in effect
than when {t took offlce. They had
to face the problem caused- by the
high cost of livini, and by the grow.
ing mass of ywnemployed. In the lat-
ter connection --~ovaglod that as
nany of the men who lined the streets
today with na work to do, wanted
work and not charits *%a olverninent

should turn thelr egergies to thescrub



country, where employment profitable
to both parties, employer and employ-
ed, wus lylng to hand. . ’ ‘

_Need of Wider Markets. _ .

Mr. Bredin |nsisted that reciprocity
was an Issua nt the next election jubt
a sit hud been an issue In 1011, Tho
west, ho suld, needed wider markets
for its products. In the same-con-
nection he deplored the fact that in-
stead of encouraging the farmers,

the producers of nll the wenlth in the
west,” the Conscrvative government
had seen fit to place a T per cont
increasa on the duty of farm imple-
‘ments. That the natural resources
of the province rightly belonged 1O
the province was another plank In
Mr. Bredin’s platform, which wuas
‘emphasized. Lastly, ha referred to thoe
preferentlal tarift with Great Britain,
Baylng that this “lhe frst tangible
proof of tha loyanlty of the Conuer-

vative party” had been introduced by
'Sir Wiltrid Laurler, nnd that he him-
sclf hoped to be a spoke In the wheel
which would plnce the ‘grand ol«l
' man” back at the head of Canadlan
affalrs. '

A. C. Fraser's Addresas.

A, C..Fraser's address wap o Sn-
tire on Conservative loyalty, and the
Roblin debacle. 1le contrasted the
coalltlon ULetween the greatl political
partles in the old suontry with the

.condltlon in the Springfleld riding
where tliey hard been forced 1o heold

o convention in order to preparc
for an election. ¥rance the frivilous,
had altered the whole of Its public
sentiment to fuace the conditions of
the time. Political differences had been
forgotten. All were united s one mul
to fight the enemy. Theo Conservatives
however, had claimed that the Lib-
erals had broken the truce. This, uc-
| cording to the spcaker, they were
{ justified in doing, when thay had secr
grafters In contral of the suppllies.

| The people were now thinking back
to first principles, and discovering
that In all times some things werc

more important than money or s1C-
cess. Publle sentiment In tho prove-
ince had driven the Roblin goverh-
ment out of power. They had not
been Dbeaten in the hons#, nor de-
feated in an election. They Wwero SC
disgusted with thewmselves that they
quit, when they raw liow they stood
condemned in populay opinion. k¢
1egrotted as u Liberal tho dishaonol
whichh the unprecedented nait  had
brought upaon the provinee., and
[wurned ihe meeting that the saing
nmedicine would be given T’ramict
Norils if he acted in the same man-
ner ny his predecessol.

Attacked Graft at Ottawa.

3. Frasor then attacked the ol
and patrenage at Ottawa. Sir Rabt
Borden, he satd, wad an honest mal
but was surrounded by numerout
lcnmp followers, aud was too wenk

to wet rld of them. Tho mititin de-
partment had bhad a Erave probles



ta face on entrance into the war. The
militla depactment was haile@ as
non-partisan. It wng said'that con-
tracts'would be glven independent of
'pollitlcs. TYet,- sdid Mr. Iraser, thero
wae .not o’single Arit-on' the patron-
age lisf, providing hoots, glasses, etc.,
for tho aocldloers.. "Thieyo grivfters are
the worst kind of traitors,” safd Mr.
' Fraser.. "They vught ,to be treated
ny splesy and shot without trial,
“These same men that {alk of loy-
Lalty placed an additfonal & per cent
‘on xoods munofacturerd In England,
with tho Idea, I suppose,; of making
the Fnglish manufacturer holp puy
the cost of Cannda’s share in. the
war,” continued My, Fraser, com-
menting on tho Incrense In 1o preter-
ential lariff, and scoring the- war
taxes. " He maintained that tho grent-
cr part of the nmount ratsed to meet
the cost of paying these grafiers twn
goﬂnrs for supplies that cost only one
oliar.

Guilty of Extravagance.

Continuing: the apeaker mafntaln-
ed that-the Borden government had
been found gullty of extravagance in
1014, &t o time when conditions nocet.
gilated econamy. Iustend expendliture
had been Increaged, the burden fall-
ing upon tke worker. T'hc people.
| he concluded, woulld ne loager peaco-
{ ably submlit to conditong of that
{ KInd, where milllons were Leing mis.
spent to keep the Conservative gov-
ernment In powe;.

Testimony to' the warth of the can-
didate elocted at the convention held
in the afternaon was horne by A
Frasger, Albert Dubue, and I, A
Delorrie.
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