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How many of us ever thought a
year ago that we would live to sce
the most stupendous days in the his-
tory of mankind? —There never were
such days as these very ones of this| |
week for so many, many men and|,
women. ,
Continents, countrles, races, gov-||
)

ernments, political organtzations, are
all convulsed by this war. One of
the old historians begins a chapter
by saying “There was a Kinests am-
ong the Hellenic peoples at this
time.” By kinesis he meant a move-
ment, a bolling, a ferment; best per-
haps {llustrated by the modern idea |
of kinetic energy; an lanumerable |,
quuntity of atoms in restiess motlon.

Europe 15 In this restless condition,

ENTTEATS oW the most excited of the |
lot. lior fifty vears or more the It-

alian people have been getting ready |
for some great race manifestation
and they are in the opening throes of
it will be one of the surprising |
race—manlfestations -of history. It
Is coming out of their body and out
of their souls.

Just as the throbs that shake Ger-
man peoples come out of their minds.
or out of thelr savage Instincts.
Germany is consumed with a lust for
power, for-rule, toward some aim
of the race to be attalned by blood,
by the destruction of other people's |
and races.
~The Ermsh peoples—of- all races
and_kin re_also_affected .and.in
o mystorious way are animated by n
common spirit of solld resistance of
the German assertfon.  Unity of
spirit and aim seems to govern these

opposing elements,

We thought

Armageddon was a myth,

we know it

now to be a huge reality. ol
greater and worse than anything we

could imagine; the whol

and more lined up in

le of*Europe
a bloody strig-

gle of races and countries.

Clvilized

warfare in part, but savage warfare
in greater prrt—and no knowing
to what limit it may go. The civ-
ilization of fifty centurics threatened
with extinetion,

And we sit and live in the mfdst
of it or near it. The mother coun-
try is in the very centre of it. Brit-
ain was never so perturbed.  So
France.  Aund Britain and France
are spirituailzed by the situation, by
the trials of these days. Germany
Is_brutalized. That's the great dif-
ference. It's a fight of savagery
amlnu civilization,

ook at all the other peoples
lhut are equally and suddenly anlm-

ated: Russians, Poles, Hungarians
Bulgarians, Greeks, Jews, Turks,
Japs, Chinamen.

The people of the great American
republic find themselves highly up
wrought and yet without uud clear

to them and this gigantic struggle
to thelr political cgnception and
birth? They are only “groping so
hr Pu(dent Wilson has not grasp-

ed

Al mankisia suddenly devoted on
the question of slaughter, one nation.
of._another. .

What it all means we do not
know, but we see it, it-is happening
in these very days and all around us.

In other days men have disturbed
sections of the world,
more or less a few;: but all eiviliz-
ation has been suddenly convulsed
—perhaps bysthe kaiser, perhaps by
some more powerful force or stim-
ulus. Whatever it is it is ‘making
‘history ¢ ﬂn a !lllptnﬂolll L ey

Look he panoramic spectacle
of the ‘week: the battiefronte in Bel-
glum and France, In Austria and Rus-
sia, on the Dardanelles and adjacent
lands, the marshalling of men and
armies in Holland, in mlr. in Japan,
in southeastern Euro

anization on a limuc -ule.
TAbicat-tie wmu v l
Britatn at the * the
Hon suddealy aenlma between'the

o



United States and Germany; Aus-
trian, Turkish and German diplomats
leaving Italy; half of the workshops
and workmen of the world making
munitions “0f war.

And yet the clouds may begin to
setle and the portents to vanish.
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