THE MAYORS AND THE
UNEMPLOYMENT QUESTION

The mayors in session at Ottawa have
boim well advised to make another eall on the
[ll'<'llll|'l and ask for the appointment of n
commisgion to go into the unvmpln\'nwm
question and to cooperate with the munici-
paloand provineinl authorities in affording
relief. 1t is only by treating the problem on
a nntion wide basis that mueh ean he accom
plished. The more an isolated community
attempts the heavier will be the burdens
placed upon ity as experienee has o elearly
khown, )

It is work, not chavity, that Xhould he
wtpphicds as Sie Robert: Bordenpointed ont
in his reply to the mavors. " Bat the only feld
i which af present there is plenty ol room
for more Inbor i< in that of agrienlture. The
whole hope of "improving the situation is,
therefore, o divecting ~||||l|m urban Inbor
to the country.

We hnve lind many half |g||kwl proposals
made for helping men to get on the Innd. The
trouble with most of them i that unless those
aided already know something of farming or
were able to adupt themselves to it their con-
dition would soon be worse than ever:

During the past vear or so there hax hard
Iy been nomail that hasn't bronght to The
Journal ofTice sopwe sugeestions along this

Tine, The reports the vistts of the masors

and of P Tars te Ontawa are vesponsihle
for one, Trom which the following is nn ey
{raef: - . N
© 0Nl s we hwar the “back te the land” cry, and
ey withog and capable men have
1ater A the re plenty of auch men
161t who are wniy KK tme at present stiply because
Ahey Tave not sufMicisnt tunds to commence work on i
tarm of thelr own. Al aling the rallroads to the north
nod west are homestoads within reasonable distance of
thotamall towns chat dot ) ilread map simply wait
Ing tor the withfig kettler to cominence work

CWRY not Dr. Tory and the wayors of the Viflorent
Canudian citles cooperate at Oitana i this mater
It the federal goverument would we vredif 1o each
Settler to the extent of say five hundred doliars, appoint
Anspeeiole 1o fnspect the progross each mun s making
overy. thrde manthe, sdopt eertain egulations 4o each
case and have the inspectors euforve them, there o5 no
m WhY the goverument would stand s chanve o
ANF Money. "I doex Nl tnke B0 much work 1o

pved homesteidn  The interést on the line




of credit would e sinall - an

u ternd of Titeen. yeurs
This looks very heautiful. B
alimmense wnount of  mMones
force and no one who knows
many pitfally that the ine
who attempts farming is almost ceptain to
1230 into can be expected to zrow eatlysiastie
over it. 3 .

Rather than advanee the money 1o 'ose
who Enow nothing of farming it wounld be
much better to aid the men who arve already
cn the Jand and know how to work it to ad-,
vantage,  Phis aid could be givin' té them
ot only in order that they migst inere:
ine produetion of the conitry bit that they
wight give employment To eity out-of-wor
and start them out on their roral carcer.

It cannot-bhe disputed that the proper way
tomake the break from the eity 1o the conn-
v throushe the vanks of the hived men.
Auyone wha starts ont to he nclanded pro
¢ is almost certain to come

prictor el at oné
A cropper. % .
Fven withont  government aid  there
som to helieve that the apporfunities of
e heen by no

ciplogment along thi< line |
means exhansted. - The Nor'West Farner in
sorecent issue, enlling attetion 1o the seri
onsness oF the unemployment sitnation ‘in
western eities, lad this to say, and too-much
tmportance cannot be attached to it

Tt b of very Nitle use at suefia time
favlt with whody, bat 1) twn abservat
tin thediret place, the cities xh
iry and March, tnve more o
vcoperation of the farmers of th
the eutter ing the people whe
must he dealt with mod furnished with
wort, aud. in next pluce,” thatl it is
PR Sl guessing thiat of the unemployed i one cities
who really sought work
Uy it the farmer's doorway,
rtalnty, it win to be found. "Of
« true that he whe really secks

tonday Ahere i wearcely
i Mureh out in the
Where, for a perh
furm Jubor it is
whall fAind
Thix fui

W on to e farm labor macket,
full weight of unemployed which,
v Iargely be absorbed in agri-
L de b e g 3 1 sons that any farmer
wee It the frst place, 1t leads to n seale
b noteexactly i dine With the true situa- |
I the ahor market.  Also, It is much easler for a
v ot find work for xtriu man all season if at |
g Ume he plank (o grow crops that will furnish

e o th
ink. 1
must

the extra empluyment
at

i we are cerain that the countrs will
1 who takes to the farm |
e than with the one who
“uny other route; il while
in the end this man will “make
othiers fudl, sl n int
I our Judigme

I take w hand and w
I is obvions from this that for the prg#sent
senson arrangements for helping wen to the
nned should have been made some months
s the elearing of

!
i
3
|
!
cernh Taned and bringing it under the plough i
|
|
|

e

by wangs of men under qualified supervision
might help in the work of immediate velief,
while their labor would he of economice value.
But as a permanent poliey it ought to be
quite elear that the proper thing to do is to
enlist the active, co-operation” of the estabs
lished farmer and have the transition made
throngh the extension of his operations. Di-
veet- mimey aid should be for the purpose nfl
Alowing these to be carried on upon a larger

seale,

Those eity men who would not he willing
(o serve in the heginning under a farmer
would stand a poor .chance of heing any use
0 the, country under any conditions,
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