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CHURCH HAS DUTY
ASTO CITIZENSHIP

Mr. Rowell Emphasizes Critical
Conflict—At London
Conference

(Speclal Despatch to The Globe.)

St. Mary's, Ont,, June 2.—A strong
atriotic appeal to the Christinn
*hurch was made by Mr. N. W.
Rowell, K.C, M.P.P., at to-night's
ublic meeting in connection with the
.ondon Methodist Conference. 1is
\ddress, as o layman of the Chuleh,
»ointed out hia conception of the
Shurch’s duty at this critical period,
nd was marked by an eloquence that
reated a profound impression upon
he congregation, which . completely
lled the large church. President C.
\. Austin of the Laymen's Associa-
lon occupied the chalr, and uan ad-
Iress on soclal service was given by
Rev.’ T. Albert Moore, the Secretary
¢ that department of the Ueneral
onference.

No Guarantco of Freodom.

Mr. Rowell made a happy allusion
o his visit to 8t. Mary's in June. In
hat month last year, he sald, he had
ycen here when he was a candldate
'or the Minlstry, but not having been
1ccepted he came to-night as a lay-
man. Proceeding to speak of the
ronflict of ideas that lay back of the
slash of arms, he emphasized the
'act that they had no guarantee that
Germany’s military spirit would not
rilumph, Because the early Chris-
fans had not been equal to thelr op-
hortunity humanity: had passed
hrough centuries of durkness. “Who
tnows, If we are not equal to  our
opportunity now, whether our chil-
iren and children’s children will noi
have to siruggle for centuries to re-
raln freedom?  Are we cqual to the
privilege and responsibility of lving
n this hour?” he asked.

One of the first duties of the
Church was to emphaslze the dutles
of citizenship. Following ,n  com-
mentary on democracy and the citi-
zen's responsibility, Mr. Rowell spoke
of the murvellous progress of  the
 emperance movement since the out-
break of the war. 1le Instanced the
reforms that had been effected in
INurope, and asked: “If we intern
Germans and Austrinng, many of
whom are inoffensive, what shoull
we do with this enemy, drink?” fle
declared that the verdlct of the nn-
tions of Europe agninst the liguor
traffic, this alien enemy working for
the overthrow of the nation, would
never be reversed. The time would
come when men would be ns shocked
nt the lden of the existence of the
open bar as they were to-day by the
barbarities of war. Mr., Rowell point-
ed with pride to the progress of the |
prohibition movement in \'urlnuﬂ‘
parts of Canaduy, but added that this
was neither the time nor the plare
to speak of Ontarlo, The speaker ve-
verted to the war in his conclusion,
dectaring that he who would not,
serve his country was unworthy of!
freo citlzenship. So long as the Em-:
pire had a man left to fAght and a
dollar left to spend, they woulld stike
their all for the cause of human free-
dom, “We will give and give and
give,” ho sald, ‘until victory Is
dchieved.”

Government Sapports Petition.

Rev, Dr. Moore, in the course of
his remarks, said that if Canada did
not have prohibitory legislation it was
because they hid not sent men to Par-
ltament who represented them, ile
made an announcement that way re-
celved with gratification: that the
monster petition of the W.C'T.U., agw -
ing that the Imperial Government
should abolish the wet canteen for
Canndian soldiers, which had been
pregented to the Prime Minister, hnd
the latter's promise that the petition
would go to the Imperial authoritics
with the learty cndorsation of the
Canadian Government.

Give It Confidence,

“It would appear that in the com-
position of the new Ontarlo Llcense
Commission Methodism has been hon-
ored; may that honor not be tarnish-
ed! What will these men  do with
their strangely large powers? The
Commisslon {8 yet on trinl, In the
meantime we should give it our con-
fidence and support.” This is the mes-
sage of tha l.ondon Conference 'ta the
Methndlst people, as expressed fn the
pastoral address, read at this after-
noon’s acssion by Rev. Dr. Dougnll of
8t. Thomas.

Transfers Reported,

‘The day was spent chiefly with min-
isterial work of a routine nature. The
Transfor Committeco reported the
transfor to London Conference of R.
'A. Brook, probationer, frowm New-
foundland; J. N. Gould, probatiorer,
from Alberta; Rev, C. M. Marshall,
Mrom Toronto; Rev, N. D. Drew, from
;llu.mlllon, and Rev. J. W. Hedley,
lfmm British Columbia. The follow-
fng wore transferred from London
Conferenco: Hev, I, E. Malloit to To-
ronto; Rev, . D. Tyler to Hamilton,

The Statlstical Committee complet-
cd {ts compilations, reporting a total
membership in  the conference of
73,001, an {ncrense of 1,026, Four
new churches lad been built during
the year at a total cost of $47,000—
one each at Sarnia, London, Wheatley
and Cairngorm. Misslonary recelpis
were $90,081, an incrense of $7,817;
and the total sum recelved for all
purposes was $663,353, an increase
over the previous year of $8,218,
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