£ NERLICH ON STAND
"IN HIS OWN DEFENCE

Trial Judge Refuses to With-
draw Case From the :
Jury. .

TREASON IS CHARGED

All Eviaer_lcc and Addresses by
Counsel Completed Yes- ‘
terday Afternoon.

N————

After Mr. Justice Sutherland had
refused to withdraw the case from
the jury, although granting 2 reser-’
ved case on the point, Emil Nerlich,
charged with treason, testitied in his
own defence yesterday afternoon, and
the counsel reviewed: the. evidence.
Then the trial was enlarged” until
this morning, when the judge would
charge the jury.

_Accused on the Stand.

1 .
1l Mr. Nerlich, to his counsel, 1. F.
1| Hellmuth, K.C., said he came to Can-
ada 25 years ago, and was engaged
*{in a wholesale business “with his
brother. Last October he met Lieut.
Zirzow, who had been sent to him
for work. Nerlich. noted down such
particulars as ‘Zirzow's address. etc.
“f was on a committee trying to
find employment for Germdns,” said
the witness, when:shown “the card.
*1 had many applications. Zirzow
rever told me that he was going .
back to Germany to fight, He told
me he wanted work, and I told him
5|1 would do what 1 could, for hin.
“When he came to the » warehouse [
asked him,.if he had had breakfast
and he said ‘No. I told him 1 would
take him to lunch. It was an every-
day lunch at the Prince George, and
-] cost fifty cents. T have no recollec-
e | tion of having any. liquor. “There was
<-| no conversation about the war.”
Ly Letter From Mother.
id| werlich 5aid .that here Zirzow
:_i showed him the letter he (Zirzow)
it had received from his. mother. 'l
told him to take his mother's advice,-

n-|and stay where- he_was,” said - Mr.
5i- | Nerlich, “Zirzow said he would.”
to] *“What was his financial condition?” *
in} “He had hardly any money.” i3
ir-| “eYwhat did he come to your house
on £ “To get his meals.” X
“«When did you begin to advance

n-
ed,; money to him?’ *He brought me &

“5 bill for dancing lessons, and 1 paid

yur | the amount, $35.” .
e, “What about the laundry i7"
“He came to my house and said b
uall would not pay for his laundry. Mrs.
our) Nerlich told him to get it washed. I
jty | paid the money to Mrs. Keinz.”
The first the accused knew of Zir-
on-| zow's possession of an exeat was
in] when he called at his lhouse. He
ust|told Nerlich that he wanted to go t0
emiwew York to get work, and asked
Toc | the accused ‘if he would give him
money to pay his debts.
“1 asked him - to. whom he owed.
He gave mec. three namcs. The first
t islone was Keinz. I said1 would think
wes|thie matter over, and 1 would send
ver | any money to Keinz.”
",‘w‘i “tvhat about his writing to ysu?”
der | 1 asked him to write mc it posteard
vou | from New York. I believe he was ah- '3
out | solutely sincere that he' was going
‘he-|to New Yorlk to get work.” };
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the - “Gave $10 to Keinz.
int I went to Keinz on my way homo
my|and gave him $10 to pay the debta.

i::go' 1 have no recollection of telling him ¢
) bejthat T was 'watched by the police. -
0% Zirzow would telephone my -house. I

L in
the|wonld give himn mo reason why 1 did

‘for{not want him.”

ame! ' sfter seeing an article in & Toron-
to newspaper January 27 Nerlich
r it|said. he went to the Detective De-
it §s| partment to complain. Here he wan
arrested. Before this he had soma
this| suspicions _that the police wera

the 5

watching him. .
1 é County Crown Attorney Greer took
ot up the cross-examin:\!ion. To him,

the witness sald he was 20 vears’ of
agct-| nge when: he came 0 Toronto, 25
ful-| years ago. >
its|  “you have always.sone to_Ger-
5 or| ;many ond looked after that side of
t its h o Syes.
ing, the business: es. o w i
‘| “YWhere were you m,:'urricd.’ in |
will] Germany, 13 years ago. :
low.] “aAre yvou a member of the Ger-
man club?” . “The Deutscher Verein
\ i

\CH | club:” :
“at the outbreak of war this club
helped Germans “and . Austrians?”
.‘NO:',‘ - N

“It formed a committee?”  “That ¥
4 of} s different.”
ven- Since the war broke out, the |
eet- | German Relief Committee had as-
of J.| gisted Germans and Austrians.

cen's| - “*But why the Austrians?” “There
| be|was no special reason.’™

1,on{ *Iif a poor Russtan cume to the
urchi committee would he have reecived
will] assistance?™” “If his" character and .
read | gpnearance warranted it
Con-| ~ Nerlich knew that Zirzow had been ¢
~ of} an officer in the army. Zirzow came
1 has|to Nerlich’s house. “He wus always
busi- | in need of food, I think,” said Ner-
> the| lich. i

o Cass of Charity. 3
eom- | 'In his address to the jury-Alr. Hell-
'| muth said that the crime aller>i was
their | one of the gravest ‘ever charged. !
thei;‘ ;"We VL}\{pu(ld beé a poor people indeed :
him=-1 jf we -were, not.a patriotic pcople."-:
-declared the lawyer.- “When \t'zix;:
al: to} was declared Mr. Nerlich must have ;
adian| felt himself rent in two. Part of ’
.sub-| his feelings,were in the country he |
’ was “born and.'part. the land Of
uten- | his adoption Is ne going to hang

2 l'pecause he “*ught that alien officer j
a’ #0-cent "dinner?” f’i

5

. Mrs Hellmuth characterized the ;
.} whole- - procecdings us_ a . tale or::i
chérity.» : " :
~Crown Prosecutor Mikel said th
Nerlich qontlded sufficiently in Zi:f !'
zow to inform him that he (Ner- %!
, Iiich)b\\;ns bglng watched by the pol- f
- | ice, but: made .no mention of i !
owr{‘.qt:rother. .. ot it to his‘
L ile Zirzow might be a cap: bl
.military officer, vet he posed‘q;.dsb‘:\‘
laboring, man. My impression is that
v the|Re belonged to a higher sphere, and
mbord | ¥28 loitering avound until he could
of th make his escape to Germany for 2.
e | puroose of, taking up the cudgels of
. mili- | war against the allied forces.” |
istnbled . . Makes Protest. "
ution |~ Interrupting. Mr. Hellmuth d :
o1 pting. Mr. cclar-
ital _in [ ed Mr. Mikel was exceeding his jm'i;-
aulois, | diction when he .urged the-jury to
Fnl se-{ form" a conclusion "~upon the basis
3 t_lis that, Nerlich was recognized as the
> who|head “of an organization - fostering
nxjnm; _Gem}anx officers until. such time as
thgy_ could get back to Germany., b




